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ADVERTISEMENT'. 

T  HE  pub,ic  fhould  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  hiftory,  if  there  were  not  two  reafonr, 
which  in  fome  meafure  made  it  neceftary.  One  is, 
that  the  many  accounts  which  have  been  publiftied  of 
the  late  tranfaefions  are  not  only  fo  extremelv  oar- 
tial,  but  fo  very  defective  in  narrative,  and  fo  ma¬ 
terially  foreign  to  trith,  that  it  is  impofTible  to  form 
from  them  any  juft  idea  of  fome  of  the  moft  inter- 
efting  events  which  ever  agitated  the  minds  of  men. 
The  other  reafon  is,  that  while  the  tranfa&ions  are 
recent,  and  every  particular  of  them  is  well  remem¬ 
bered,  it  is  lefs  difficult  to  do  juftice  to  the  caufe, 
and  to  the  perfons  concerned  in  it,  than  if  it  were 
poftponed  to  fome  diftant  period,  when  not  only 
the  errors  and  partialities  of  the  prefer, t  writers, 
would  undoubtedly  miflead  the  future  enquirer,  but 
their  intentional  omiffions  of  many  of  the  moft  ma¬ 
terial  fa  As  prevent  his  being  able  to  attain  a  right 
knowledge  of  them. 

The  writers  have  no  other  apology  to  make  for 
the  publication  of  this  work,  but  that  the  fame 
impartial  dtfign  has  not  been  executed  before. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Firf  fteps  of  the  Favourite.  His  defigns. 
Fakes  Mr.  Fox  jor  his  guide.  Fhey  at¬ 
tack  Mr.  Pitt.  Fhe  Favourite  begins  to 
form  his  faction.  Pulls  off  the  mafk ,  and 
difmiffes  Mr.  Legge.  Letters  and  notes 
explaining  that  difmiffion. 


^  ^  great  and  irreparable  lofs 
MM  x  which  diis  nation  fuffered, 
jit by  the  death  of  his  late  Ma  , 

SklKkS  Jefty>  is  neither  to  be  efti- 
mated  nor  conceived  :  while  he  lived,  that 
able  and  upright  adminiftration,  who  with 
the  greateft  glory  to  themfelves,  and  un- 

B  paral- 
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parallelled  advantage  to  their  country,  were 
fafe  and  undifturbed  in  continuing  thofe 
fucceffes,  which  at  length,  muft  have  pro  - 
duced  fuch  a  peace,  as  was  not  only  ho¬ 
nourable,  but  adequate  and  permanent.  No 
lurking,  mifehievous  Stuart  durft  then 
interfere  in  the  management  of  public  buli- 
nefs.  But  no  fooner  was  the  breath  out  of 
the  late  King’s  body,  than  the  Earl  of  Bute 
both  intended  and  attempted  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  adminiftration.  To  the  grati- 
lication  of  his  ambitious  views,  is  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  all  the  divilions  and  diftradions 
into  which  this  unhappy  kingdom  has  been 
plunged,  fince  his  prefent  Majelfy’s  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  crown.  It  is  affuming  no 
pretence  to  wifdom,  nor  is  it  any  affront  to 
common  fenfe,  to  fay,  that  if  no  fuch  man 
as  the  Earl  of  B.  had  been  in  Exiftence, 
when  the  late  King  died,  not  one  of  thofe 
evils  would  have  happened,  which  not 
only  the  prefent  race  of  men,  but  their 
children,  will,  in  all  probability  curfe,  to 
their  graves. 

Two  days  after  his  prefent  Majefly’s  ac- 
eeffion,  the  Earl  of  Bute  was,  with,  the 

King’s 
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King’s  elded  brother,  introduced  into  the 
privy  council.  Scarce  was  the  ink  dry, 
which  had  marked  his  name  upon  the 
council  book,  when,  although  no  minifter 
himfelf,  yet  he  affirmed  a  magifterial  air  of 
authority, and  began  to  give  law  in  the  court; 
and  to  flrew,  not  only  with  what  contempt 
he  meant  to  treat  the  memory  and  conduct 
of  the  deceafed  monarch,  but  his  diflike 
of  the  meafures  which  were  then,  and  had 
for  fome  time  been  purfued,  and  in  order 
to  affront  the  miniflers,  and  the  allied 
army  ;  he  invited  to  court,  while  the  late 
King  lay  dead  in  his  palace,  the  only  un¬ 
popular  man,  at  that  time,  in  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  who  but  a  few  months  before  had 
been  degraded  from  his  rank,  for  a  dif- 
obedience  of  orders,  when  in  the  fervice  of 
his  country.  He  was  indeed  admitted  to 
kifs  hands:  but  the  true  friends  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  crown,  and  thofe  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  that  glory  which  the 
army  had  acquired,  and  of  that  fpirit 
which  might  have  given  law  to  the  world, 
remonftrated  fo- firmly  againd  it,  that  he 
was  forced  to  abfeond,  and  never  prefume 

B  z  again,, 
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again,  during  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration, 
to  fhew  his  face  at  St.  James’s. 

Although  the  Earl  of  B,  (who  was 
already  diftinguilhed  by  the  odious  name 
of  Favourite)  wasdifappointed  in  his  defign. 
of  repeating  this  affront,  by  the  unexpected 
firmnefs  of  the  adminiftration,  yet  his  re- 
folution  of  deftroying  them,  was  not  in 
the  lead;  checked.  But  this  was  a  point 
not  only  of  fuch  magnitude  and  import¬ 
ance,  but  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty  and 
danger,  confidering  the  high  efteem  and 
veneration  in  which  they  were  held  by  the 
people,  that  it  required  uncommon  lkill 
and  cunning,  to  accompliffi  it.  And  being 
either  confcious  that  he  was  unequal  to 
the  talk,  or  finding  the  neceffity  of  having 
fome  more  able  aflbeiate,  than  any  of  thole 
“  Scarce  half-formed”  inftruments,  he 
brought  with  him  from  Savile-houfe  ;  he 
took  to  his  elbow  that  piece  of  pure ,  and 
chjlinguifed  virtue ,  Mr.  Fox  ;  with  whom 
he  conftantly  advifed. 

Reynard  had  cunning;  and  the  Favourite 
power.  Their  objeCl  was  Mr.  Pitt  ;  who 
being  the  pillar  of  the  adminiftration,  their 

foie 
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foie  aim  was  to  remove  him,  and  to  that 
one  point,  all  their  actions  tended,  in  order 
to  demolilh  the  whole  fuperftrudture.  The 
firft  attack  that  was  made  on  him,  was  by 
a  plaufible  pamphlet,  entitled,  “  Confi- 
“  derations  on  the  prefcnt  German  war/’ 
written  by  one  Mauduit,  who,  when  Lord 
Bute  came  into  power,  was  rewarded  with 
a  good  place  for  his  fervices.  The  piece 
was  written  with  lingular  art;  and  infinite 
pains  were  taken  to  circulate  it  in  the 
world.  But  it  did  not  injure  Mr.  Pitt’s 
reputation  among  the  people,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  the  fadtion  who  nurfed  it,  hoped 
and  expedted.  One  kind  of  condemnation 
it  received  univerfally,  viz.  that  it  was 
written  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  a  party, 
who  found  it  impoilible  to  fucceed  in  their 
defigns,  unlefs  they  could  ruin  him,  who 
had  made  a  point  of  abolilhing  all  parties, 
and  of  uniting  all  men  in  the  fervice  of 
their  King  and  Country.  Any  attempt 
therefore,  to  deftroy  that  unanimity,  which 
had  been  of  fuch  fignal  fervice  to  our 
country,  was  fure  of  being  treated  with 
abhorrence,  as  well  by  his  friends  who  were 
lituated  near  him,  as  more  efpecially  by  the 

B  3  public 


(  14  ) 

public  at  large,  and  particularly  by  the 
middle  rank  of  mankind,  among  whom  only 
true  virtue  is  now  to  be  found.  Thefe  faw 
with  real  concern,  and  infinite  regret,  a  facti¬ 
on  forming  among  their  fuperiors,  and  a 
political  war  breaking  out,  to  divide  anddif- 
tradt  the  people  •  with  every  fymptom  that 
could  be  prophetic  of  that  kind  of  accurfed 
mifchief,  which  fucceeded  upon  the  weak 
Queen  Anne's  taking  a  Favourite  into  her 
bofom;  and  to  the  views  of  an  intriguing 
cabal,  facrificing  that  adminiftration,  which 
had  brought  France  almofi:  to  the  brink  of 
ruin,  by  the  unanimity  which  till  then, 
they  had  preferved  at  home,  and  the 
aftonifhing  fuccefs  with  which  they  had 
carried  on  the  war  abroad.  Among  the 
intelligent  part  of  mankind,  nothing  was 
better  known,  or  more  certain,  than  that 
the  very  alliance  with  Pruffia,  which  was 
fo  violently  exclaimed  again!!,  by  the  mi¬ 
nion  and  his  party,  had,  in  times  Ids  fa¬ 
vourable  to  Great  Britain  than  the  pre- 
fent,  the  approbation  of  the  minion  him- 
fclf ;  and  it  was  alfo  as  certain,  that  in 
tnofc  times,  it  had  likewife  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  Leicefter-IIoufe,  as  warmly  as  that 


of  St,  James’s.  But  this  was  before  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  had  formed  his  defign,  offering 
the  helm  of  government . 

For  the  prefent,  the  Favourite  employed 

himfelf  in  fending  to  all  public  places,  fuch 
as  coffee-houfes,  &c.  an  infinite  number 
of  perfons,  to  propagate  all 'kinds  of  fcan- 
dalous  reports,  and  falfities,  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  order  to  raife  doubts 
and  jealoulies,  among  the  people,  con¬ 
cerning  his  condudf,  and  thereby  attempt 
to  weaken  their  confidence  in  that  great 
and  upright  minifter.  It  is  incredible  how 
inconceivably  mean  he  was,  in  all  this 
bafe  and  dirty  work  :  but  meannefs  forms 
a  more  principal  part  of  his  character,  than 
either  malice  or  pride.  He  likewife  en- 
lifted  a  number  of  writers,  who  every  day 
filled  the  public  papers  with  fcurrility  and 
inveftives  againft  that  minifter.  Befides 
all  this  defpicable  bufinefs,  he  alfo  engaged 
himfelf  deeply  with  his  artful  coadjutor, 
in  forming  his  faction.  Fie  made  certain  of 
meeting  with  the  cordial  affedtion  of  that  al- 
moft  exftinguifhed  fet  of  men,  the  Jacobites  $ 
and,  if  in  reality  there  be  any  difference, 

befides 
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lous  and  barefaced  manner,  (hew  this  bafc 
intention,  than  the  difmiffion  of  that  moft: 
juftlv  efteemed  minifter  Mr.  Legge  ;  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  refign  his  feat  in  par¬ 
liament,  to  a  Smart.  He  was  the  firft 
who  was  marked  for  vengeance,  becaufe 
he  was  the  firft  who  oppofed  the  favourite’s 
wicked  fcheme,  of  laying  his  Tory  founda¬ 
tion.  The  caufe  of  this  remarkable  dif- 
miflion,  as  well  as  the  moft:  convincing 
proof  of  Lord  B.’s  fecret  views,  and  how 
early  he  had  begun  to  pave  the  way  for  his 
future  advancement,  by  railing  fa.fe  and 
cruel  prejudices,  in  the  mind  of  his 
Prince,  the  reader  will  find  accurately 
related  in  the  note,  which  is  extracted  from 
a  publication  made  at  Mr.  Legge’s  own 

requeft.*  Lord  Barrington  fucceeded 
Mr.  Legge,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

CHAP. 

«  v 

*  u  He  made  it  his  dying  requefl  to  the  noble 
perfonage,  who  was  bed  intitled  to  his  affection  and 
confidence,  to  lay  before  the  public,  the  only  reafons 
he  knew  of  his  difmiffion  from  office.  He  had  ac- 
quiefced  lilently  in  that  difmiffion,  apprehending,  that 
the  time  might  come,  when  his  irreproachable  con¬ 
duct 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 


Lord  Holder  nefs  dijtniffed. .  Fhe  Favourite 

trade  Secretary  oj  State.  His  Fa  cl  ion  re ^ 
joice.  Remark .  Is  afraid  to  difmifs  Mr. 
1  lit .  IS  ego  ci  at  ion  for  peace .  France  for  fees 
the  divifions .  Her  defigns  in  that  nego- 

a  at  ion  *  The  family  comp  aid.  Mr.  Pitt's 
intelligence  oj  it.  Spain  interferes.  An 
inter efting  memorial  fupprejfed  by  the  Fa¬ 
vourite .  v  fhe  negotiation  breaks  off. 

l)  |H^  ^  ®  days  after  the  difmiffion  of 
Jl  Mr.  Legge,  the  Favourite  caufed 
tiie  Earl  of  Holdernesse,  to  be  difmiffed 

from 

ouir  and  character  would  efface  the  impreflion  of  pri¬ 
vate  mtfreprefentations.  But  when  he  found  that  the 
hopes  of  a  recovery,  with  which  be  was  fo  often  flat* 
teicd,  in  the  courfe  of  his  difeafe,  were  quite  va- 
Jiifhed,  and  that  it  would  he  his  lot,  to  dicin'  a  (fate 
ef  difgraee  with  a  moft  amiable  and  virtuous  Kina, 
he  apprehended  for  himfelf,  led  his  good  name,  which 
the  beff  men  have  always  wiffied  to  txanfmit  to  po.fle- 
,  iiiould  fuffer  from  a  prefumption,  eafily  propa* 
gated,  t j iat  there  muff  have  been  fbrncthmg  wrona 
m  him,  to  produce  a  difmiffion,  which  is,  in  the 
$nfe  of  moft  individuals  removed  from  offices  of  ft  ate, 
a  pujufhment  of  miTcon’dudh 

pc 
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from  his  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,forno  other 
reafon  but  becaufe  he  aimed  at  being  fecre- 

tary 

<c  He  was  therefore  anxioufly  defirous,  the  world 
fhould  know,  that  he  was  not  turned  out  for  any 
blemifii  in  his  private  or  public  character,  and  he 
thought  it  the  moft  fatisfa&ory  method  of  fecuringhis 
pofthumous  reputation,  to  publiOi  the  few  papers, 
which  explain  his  cafe.  He  apprehended  himfelf  in- 
titled  to  do  this,  in  his  own  vindication,  as  the  papers 
contain  no  fecrets,  either,  of  ftate,  or  of  private  friend- 
fhip.  They  are,  agreeably  to  his  defire,  here  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  world,  in  their  original  form,  with  only  a 
previous  fhort  narrative  of  the  tranfa&ion,  which  oc* 
cafioned  them. 

“  Upon  the  Duke  of  Bolton’s  acceflion  to  his 
title,  in  the  year  1759,  Mr.  Legge  was  folicited  to. 
fucceed  his  Grace  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
county  of  Southampton,  his  own  feat  in  parliament 
chancing  at  that  time  to  be  vacant.  He  could  not 
well  have  been  importuned  to  an  undertaking  more 
unpleafant  to  him,  and  he  declined  it  more  than  once, 
without  referve.  The  buftle  of  a  popular  election 
was  unnatural  to  his  liberal  mind  and  manners,  and  a 
relation  of  that  kind  to  a  large  county,  in  which  here- 
Tided,  might  appear  inconvenient  to  him,  whofe 
hands  were  at  that  time  filled  with  public  bufinefs. 
But  he  was  prevailed  with  to  accept  the  offer,  by  the 
repeated  intreaties  of  bis  friends,  which  were  enforced 
by  the  plea,  that  his  fortune  and  character  would  do 
credit  to  a  party,  which  had  all  his  life  been  counte¬ 
nanced  by  government,  and  with  which  he  had  ever 
adled  uniformly,  tho’  with  undiflembled  moderation 
and  good  humour  towards  the  other  party.  And  he 
had  the  farther  encouragement,  of  hoping,  from  the. 
jnterefi:  of  the  crown  exerted  in  his  favor,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion 
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tary  himfelf,  and  he  was  accordingly  gra¬ 
tified  with  that  degree  of  eminence.  He 

now 

tion  with  that  of  tne  then  prevailing  partv  in  the 
county,  aa  well  as  with  his  own  perfonal  intereft, 

which  was  very  confiderable,  that  his  eledion  would 
not  becontefled. 

“However,  he  fell  into  the  difagreeable  work  of  a 
contefr.  His  competitor  was  Mr.  Stuart,  now  Sir 
Simeon  Stuart ;  and  he  found  Mr.  Stuart’s  intereft 
s  opted  by  a  noble  Lord,  (Lord  Bute)  with  whom  Mr. 

was  n°t  at  variance  ;  who  had  no  apparent  re¬ 
lation  of  any  kind  to  the  county ;  whom  therefore  Mr. 
Leggedid  not  think  of  confulting,  before  he  refolved 
to  comply  with  the  defire  of  his  friends. 
r  ^  After  the  county  had  been  canva/Ted  on  both 
hdes,  Mr. .  Stuart  thought  fit  to  decline,  and  Mr. 
Legge  received  the  following  letter  ; 

Downing  Street,  Nov.  25th,  Monday  Evening. 
44  Dear  Sir, 

€<  Lord  Bute  fent  to  me  this  morning,  and  told  me, 
tliat  having  an  opportunity  of  faving  you,  he  had 
embraced  it,  and  done  you  an  ad  of  friendfhip  ; 
for  that  Mr.  Stuart  having  been  with  him  for  ad¬ 
vice,  whether  to  leave  or  purfue  the  eledion,  as 
fome  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  friends  thought  this  critical 
^  feafon  of  an  invafion  hanging  over  the  kingdom  to 
be  a  very  improper  timefor  parliamentary  con tefts, 
his  Lord  fh  ip  had  determined  the  point  for  relin- 
quifhing  the  purfuit ;  in  confequence  of  which  Mr. 
Stuart  was  to  acquaint  you  with  his  refolution  of 
declining  a  poll.  Lord  Bute  added,  that  neither 
“  he,  nor  the  greater  perfon,  whofe  name  hath  been 
^  ufed.  during  the  competition,  would  ever  treat  you 

“  with 
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fioiv  faw  himfelf  almoft  miniffcer  :  he  was 

co-adjutor  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  in  full  poffef- 

Hon 


with  the  more  coldnefs  for  what  hath  happened  : 
65  your  part  having  been  taken  under  an  ignorance  of 
their  views  and  intentions;  that  Lord  Bute  ex- 
44  pedled  however,  as  he  had  a  claim  upon  you  in 
44  right  of  friendfhip,  that  you  will  concur  with  him, 
64  and  give  your  aid  to  the  perfon  he  fliall  recommend, 
64  at  a  future  election.  I  anfwered  to  the  laft  point, 
44  that  I  knew  not,  how  far  you  would  think  your- 
44  felf  bound  in  honour  to  adt  with  the  body  of  whigs 
44  an  fuch  an  occafion  ;  but  if  this  confideration  did 
€C  not  hinder,  I  was  fure  you  would  be  happy,  to 
44  give  him  that  or  any  other  evidence  of  your  refpedt 
64  for  him. 

44  You  will  be  pleafed  therefore  to  confider  well, 
44  and  (if  you  pleafe)  with  the  advice  of  your  friends* 
44  before  you  give  an  anfwer  on  this  head,  that  may 
44  tie  you  down,  for  on  that  anfwer  you  plainly  fee* 
44  very  much  will  depend. 

44  I  am, 

44  Dear  Sir, 

44  faithfully  Yours, 

Sam.  Martin. 

To  this  Letter  Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following  an¬ 
fwer  » 

44  Hoke,  Dec.  cth,  i7<g* 

44  Dear  Martin, 

44  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  letter.  Since 
64  I  received  it,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
44  a  little  more  of  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  the  county, 
44  and  can  anfwer  it  better,  than  1  could  have  done 

foon  er» 


(  22  ) 

lion  of  the  royal  ear.  His  friends  were 
elated,  beyond  any  poffibility  of  words  to 

exprefs. 

*c  fooner.  LeicefterHoufe  do  me  great  juftice  in  fup- 
pofing  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  their  concerning 
“  themfelves  at  all  in  the  Hamplhire  eledfion,  at  the 
iC  time  my  engagements  were  taken.  I  am  obliged 
cc  to  Lord  Bute  for  any  intentions  he  had  to  fave  me, 
cc  by  the  advice  he  gave  to  drop  the  oppofitionj  but 
if  Mr.  Stuart,  or  his  friend,  had  accepted  the  offer 
<c  I  made,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  friends,  at  the 
cc  beginning,  and  as  foon  as  I  difcovered  what  turn 
cc  the  eledfion  might  take,  every  wifh  of  Mr.  Stuart’s 
had  been  fecured,  the  peace  of  the  county  never 
been  interrupted,  little  lefs  than  5000  1.  a  piece 
cc  faved  to  us  both,  and  what  is  Hill  of  more  confe- 
quence,  a  month’s  fermentation  of  parties  been  in- 
tirely  prevented,  which  never  fails  to  turn  then* 
cc  all  four.  Many  of  thefe  good  confequences  had 
likewife  been  obtained,  if  the  gentlemen  had  con- 
fulted,  and  enabled  Lord  Bute  to  put  an  end  to  the 
6C  conteft,  before  I  left  London,  when  you  know 
cc  how  unwilling  I  was  to  pufh  it  to  extremity. 

As  to  the  event  of  the  eledfion,  there  was  not 
c£  the  lead  doubt  about  it.  The  county  was  thorough- 
ly  canvafTed,  and  upon  as  exadf  returns,  as  I  be- 
*c  lieve  ever  are  or  can  be  made  in  a  cafe  of  this  kind, 
cc  I  could  have  given  Mr.  Stuart  all  the  doubtful  ones 
and  all  the  neuters,  in  addition  to  his  own  poll, 
cc  and  yet  have  carried  the  eledfion  by  a  majority  of 
1400.  I  did  not  come  into  a  fingle  town,  (except 
Alton)  where  it  was  not  expedfed  every  day,  that 
the  oppofition  would  be  given  up,  and  where  al- 
mod  any  odds  would  not  have  been  laid,  that  it 
cc  never  came  to  a  poll.  IS  or  do  I  think,  any  con- 
fultatioa  would  have  been  held  about  dropping  the 

66  affair 
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exprefs.  The  jacobites,  and  even  thofe 
who  had  been  in  both  rebellions,  all  now 
flocked  to  court,  overjoyed  to  fee  a  Stuart 


affair,  if  all  the  money  fubfcribed  againft  me,  and 
more,  had  not  been  expended,  and^ali  probability 
“  of  carrying  the  point  intirely  van iffied.  This  » 
my  own  firm  opinion  and  belief,  and  vet,  whoever 
reads  my  advertifement  will  fee,  that  I  have  acfcd 
with  the  utmoft  candor,  and  given  my*  opponents 
credit  for  fuch  motives  of  retreat,  as  I  am  fu re  do 
them  no  diflionour.  The  expence  indeed  would 
have  been  enormous-,  ir  the  difpute  had  been  car*" 
^  i  led  thorough,  and  fb  far  I  own  there  is  a  faving 
to  us  both,  for  I  am  convinced  it  would  have 
“  amounted  to  above  20,000 1.  a  piece.  This  is  a 
Z  fum  I  fhould  have  felt  feverely,  and  yet  after  mv 
^  0^*er  to  compromife  had  been  rejected,  I  muff  and 
would  have  fpent  it,  and  could  have  done  it,  with— 
Z  Cu,t  ^gaging  my  effate  •,  I  leave  you  to  judge 
what  efFedl  it  would  have  had  on  Mr*.  Stuart’s. 

£  “  After  faying  thus  much,  I  am  very  far  from  haw- 
mg  any  perfonal  did  ike  to  Mr.  Stuart;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  think  he  has  been  cruelly  treated  by  forne 
^  friends,  and  if  the  prevailing  party  in  this 
“  county  will  receive  him  without  oppofition,  I  dial! 

“  °*v.ery  and  gIad  of"  But  if  the 

cc  ,  .  and  nters,  who  are  very  numerous  in 
„  thls<;ounty>  will  make  a  point  of  oppofmg  him,  it 
(k  w|]l  be  impoffible  for  me  to  declare  for  him,  and 
■  abandon  thofe,  who  have  fupported  me,  to  take 
4C  part  with  thofe,  againft  whom  they  have  fupported 

me/  ,  wou^  not  only  put  my  own  eledfion 
«  m  Jeopardy,  but  be  fo  ungrateful  and  difreputable 
a  part  for  me  to  a d,  that  it  would  in  the  fame 

£C  pro- 
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fo  near  the  royal  diadem.  They  failed 
not  to  pay  their  mod:  humble  duty,  and 

fvvear 

* 

€4  proportion  make  my  affiftance  ineffectual  to  the 
44  perfon  I  fhould  join  with. 

44  I  am,  &c. 

44  H.  B.  Legge.’* 

Upon  this  anfwer,  Mr.  Legge  received  a  verbal 
meffage  from  Lord  Bute  by  Mr.  Martin,  Dec.  12, 
1759,  the  purport  of  which  was,  as  it  Hands  upon  Mr. 
Legge’s  paper,  44  that  he  fhould  bid  adieu  to  the 
44  county  of  Southampton  at  the  general  election,  and 
44  aflift  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  the  Prince  of 
44  Wales’s  nomination  of  two  members  ?”  to  which 
meffage  a  categorical  anfwer  was  required,  and  Mr. 
Legge  fent  the  following,  in  writing,  on  the  fame 
day; 

44  Mr.  Legge  underftanding  it  to  be  expedled,  that 
44  he  (who  never  had  engaged  at  all  in  the  county 
44  of  Southampton,  if  the  intentions  of  Leicefter 
44  Houfe  had  been  in  time  communicated  to  him) 
44  (hall  not  only  refufe  to  be  chofen  himfelf  at  the 
44  next  general  election,  but  affift  Lord  Carnarvon 
44  and  Mr*  Stuart,  in  oppofition  to  thofe,  who  have 
44  fupported  Mr.  Legge  at  the  late  election  ;  isdeter- 
44  mined  to  fubmit  to  any  confequences,  rather  than 
44  incur  fo  great  a  difgrace.” 

Lord  Bute  fent  a  reply  the  fame  day,  which  Mr. 
Martin  wrote  down  from  his  own  mouth,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words ; 

% 

44  The  inftant  Mr.  Legge  reprefents  himfelf  as 
44  bound  in  honour  not  to  decline  Handing  for  Hamp- 

44  fhire 
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fwear  fealty  to  the  Stuart  himfelf,  although 

*  tz> 

they  had  refufed  both,  to  a  prince,  who 

had 


cc  {hire,  at  the  next  general  election,  Lord  Bute  is 
<c  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  Prince  will  by  no  meaias 
<c  defire  it  of  him  ;  but  he  does  out  of  real  friend- 
<c  fhip  to  Mr.  Leg ge  befeech  him  to  confider  very 
<c  ferioufly,  whether,  after  triumphing  over  the 
<c  Prince's  inclinations  at  prefent ,  Lord  Bute  has  any 
<c  method  left  of  rejnoving  prejudices,  that  the  late  un- 
cc  happy  occurrences  have  /Irongly  imprejfed  the  Prince 
with ,  than  by  being  enabled  to  allure  him,  that 
46  Mr.  Legge  will,  as  far  as  fhall  be  in  his  power, 
“  co-operate  with  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  wifhes  at 
“  the  next  general  election.” 


Mr.  Legge  returned  the  following  final  anfwer  ; 


1  c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
-4C 

<c 
c  c 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 

«c 

cc 


“  Tho*  in  faft  Mr.  Legge  has  been  fo  unhappy,  as 
to  find  himfelf  oppofed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
inclinations,  yet  as  to  intention,  Adr.  Legge  feels 
himfelf  intirely  blamelefs  ;  and  has  too  high  a  ve¬ 
neration  for  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  juftice to  think, 
he  will  conceive  lading  prejudices  againdany  Man, 
for  redding  thofe  inclinations,  of  which  he  was 
totally  ignorant. 

“  As  Mr.  Legge  flatters  himfelf,  this  confideration 
will  induce  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  forgive  his  en¬ 
tering  into  engagements  with  the  county  of  South¬ 
ampton,  he  is  certain,  that  his  Royal  fdighnefs 
will  not  condemn  his  adhering  to  thofe  Eno-ao-e- 
ments,  when  entered  into. 


“  God  forbid,  Mr.  Legge  fhould  be  fufpe£ed  of 
triumphing  over  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  inclinations  ! 
the  contrary  was  fo  much  his  intention,  that  from 
the  moment  he  difeovered  which  way  thofe  in- 

G  cl  illations 
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had  pardoned  their  unprovoked  diiloyalty. 
They  faw,  and  in  that  they  placed  their 
joy,  not  only  one  of  the  name,  hut  of  the 

44  clinations  lay,  there  was  no  endeavour  he  did  not 
44  ufe,  to  avoid  the  difpute  with  honor ;  nor  did 
44  Mr.  Legge  exert  himfelf,  either  in  point  of  ex- 
44  pence  or  perfonal  application,  till  all  compromile 
44  being  reje&ed,  he  had  no  other  part  left  to  ad. 

44  Mr.  Legge  is  obliged  to  Lord  Bute  for  the 
<c  friendfhip  he  expreftes  toward  him.  Surely  his 
44  Lordlhip  cannot  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Legge  fhould 
44  be  extremely  glad,  if  he  could  find  himfelf  in  fuch 
4 4  a  fituation,  as  would  permit  him  to  have  the  ho- 
44  nour  of  obeying  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  commands, 
44  and  feconding  his  wifhes,  without  breaking  the 
44  faith  he  has  openly  and  publicly  pledged  to  the 
44  county  of  Southampton.  This  if  he  were  to  do, 
44  he  fhould  forfeit  all  title  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
44  countenance  and  protedion  as  certainly,  as  he 
44  knows  he  fhould  forfeit  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  pri- 
44  vate  good  opinion.” 

Here  the  correfpondence  ended.  His  late  majefiy 
died  the  year  following,  and  at  the  end  of  the  firit 
fefiion  of  parliament,  after  his  prefent  Majefty’s  ac- 
cefilon,  Mr.  Legge  was  difmifTed,  or,  as  he  chofe  to 
exp  refs  it,  turned  out ,  after  having  ferved  the  crown 
and  the  public,  in  his  department,  during  that  feilion, 
with  his  ufual  ability  and  fidelity. 

He  had  abundant  refources,  in  his  own  mind,  to 
reconcile  him  to  private  life, and  might  have  had  his  dif- 
grace  globed  over  by  a  favor,  which  he  declined.  He 
faid,  it  was  his  duty  to  fubmit,  but  not  to  approve. 
He  had  the  more  valuable  and  independent  fatisfadfion, 
foon  after  the  event,  to  be  unanirnouily  chofen  to  re¬ 
present  the  county  of  Southampton,  at  die  general 

elevtion. 

famj  ly 
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family  and  principles  of  Stuart,  bidding 
fair,  by  gigantic  ftrides,  to  afcend  the 
higheft  feat  of  power.  Their  long  wifhed  ‘ 
for  halcyon  days  they  thought  were  now 
in  view.  The  ilavilh  and  arbitrary  doc¬ 
trines,  which  they  had  imbibed  with  their 
milk,  they  hoped  to  fee  foon  eftablifhed 
as  the  laws  of  the  land.  Thefe  true  Tories, 
true  Scots,  and  in  their  hearts  true  Ja¬ 
cobites,  depended  upon  the  Favourite  for  a 
total  fubverlion  of  that  fyftem,  which  had 
hitherto  excluded  them  from  any  fhare  in 
the  government,  and  their  tenets  from  any 
Countenance. 

It  was  now  obvious  to  all  mankind  that 
the  Earl  of  B.was  endeavouring  to  form 
a  Tory  miniftry,  that  is,  a  miniftry  of  fuch 
men  as  had  been  diftinguifhed  by  their  dif- 
affe&ion  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover •  had, 
like  himfelf,  high  notions  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  and  were  alfo  enemies  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  revolution.  If  it  were  natu¬ 
ral  for  him  to  aiTociate  wit-h  fuch  kinds  of 
men,  and  efteem  them  beyond  all  others, 
yet  he  ought  to  have  considered,  that  for 
the  fatisfadtion  of  the  people,  and  more 

C  2  efpecially 
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efpecially  for  the  happinefs  of  his  too  in* 
dulgent  Mafter,  they  were  extremely  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  he  intended  them.  But 
thefe  do  not  feem  to  be  points,  to  which 
he  ever  paid  the  leaft  regard.  The  grati¬ 
fication  of  his  own  unbounded  ambition, 
was  the  foie  object  of  his  attention.  Yet 
he  had  ftill  the  misfortune,  notwith {land¬ 
ing  he  had  gained  the  poll  of  fecretary  of 
fiate,tobe  unable  to  worm  out  Mr.  Pitt  ; 
whom  he  confidered  as  the  only  bar  to  the 
execution  of  his  defigns.  He  durft  not 
advife  the  difmiffion  of  that  minifter ;  the 
confequences  of  which  might  prove  fatal 
to  himfelf,  and  deftroy  his  whole  plot.  He 
therefore  waited,  not  doubting  but  that 
time  and  intrigue ,  would  furnifh  opportu¬ 
nities,  for  accomplishing  that  by  degrees, 
which  his  own  fmall  (hare  of  common 
fenfe,  told  him  was  not  prudent  to  be  done 
all  at  once. 

Fortunately  for  him,  about  this  period, 
a  negociation  for  peace  was  fet  on  foot,  in 
confequence  of  an  application  from  France, 
who  forefeeing  the  divifions  which  would 
Shortly  e'nfue  in  the  Britifli  councils  and 

nation. 


(  29  ) 

nation,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Favourite, 
and  his  fadion,  refolved,  by  the  arts  of  a 

J  J  J 

cunning  minifter  to  improve  them  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  if  poflible,  to  get  at  the 
fecrets  of  the  ftate.  By  the  too  great 
opennefs  of  fome,  and  the  unpardonable 
treachery  of  others,  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  Ihe  fucceeded  but  too  well  in  her 
defigns,  As  for  Mr.  Pitt,  he  remained 
ileadily  attached  to  the  true  interefts  of  his 
Sovereign,  with  theunlhaken  fidelity  of  an 
honeft  minifter:  he  neither  revealed  the 
fecrets  of  the  ftate,  nor  betrayed  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  country.  While  this  negocia- 
tion  was  on  foot,  France  entered  into  a 
qlofe  and  firm  union  with  Spain,  grounded 
not  alone  upon  important  confiderations 
refpeding  futurity,  but  likewife,  upon  im¬ 
mediate  hoftile  views,  againft  both  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  ;  for  her  minifter  in 
London  had  top  much  penetration  not  to 
perceive,  from  the  con  dud  of  theFavourite, 
and  his  exclufive  enjoyment  of  the  royal 
ear,  that  a  change  in  the  Englifh  miniftry 
mull:  inevitably  happen  in  a  lhort  time, 
and  then  France,  ftrengthened  with  that 

C  3  alliance 
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alliance,  and  England  embarrafled  with  a 
new  war  in  Portugal,  might  from  a  mi- 
nifter  lefs  able  and  firm  than  Mr.  Pitt, 
obtain  fuch  a  peace  as  at  this  inftant,  fhe 
could  not  hope  for.  Of  this  very  alarming 
connexion,  Mr.  Pitt  had  the  moft  early 
and  authentic  intelligence,  together  with 
the  moft  pofitive  affurances,  from  perfons 
of  undoubted  veracity,  who  are  at  this 
hour  in  no  common  fphere  of  life.  About 
the  fame  time  M.  Bussy,  the  French  mi- 
nifter  in  London,  delivered  to  Mr.  Pitt  a 
memorial  from  Spain,  defiring  that  fome 
differences,  which  fubfifted  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  her,  might  be  fettled,  at  the 
fame  time  as  thofe  with  France.  This  was 
a  proceeding  extremely  irregular,  as  Spain 
had  a  minifter  of  her  own  at  the  Britifh 

a 

court;  who,  when  applied  to,  haughtily 
avowed  and  juflified  this  infolent  behavi¬ 
our.  Mr.  Pitt  returned  the  memorial  as 
inadmijjibk.  It  is  proper  to  remark ;  that 
fome  time  before,  a  memorial  from  the 
Englifh  miniflry,  had  been  prefented  to 
the  Spanifh  court,  relating  to  the  points 
in  difpute  with  Spain,  and  returned  as  in- 
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itdmijjible.  This  memorial,  which  was  very 
interefting  to  the  public,  was  (for  certain 
reafons  which  perhaps  only  the  Favourite 
can  explain)  never  publifhed  in  the  garbled 
collection  of  “  papers  relative  to  the  rup- 
<c  ture  with  Spain,”  though  undoubtedly 
it  would  have  been  of  real  confequence, 
to  fee  not  only  the  matter,  but  the  man¬ 
ner  of  expreffion  ;  as  Mr.  Pitt  afterwards 
publicly  declared,  he  made  the  refufal  of 
that  memorial,  the  precedent  of  his  con¬ 
duct  with  refpeCt  to  the  memorial  fent 
over  verbatim  from  Spain,  and  delivered 
by  M.  Bussy.  But  juftice  and  impartiality 
did  not  ferve  the  views  of  the  Favourite. 

From  this  ftrange  conduCt  of  France, 
in  her  management  of  Spain,  and  her  am- 
balfador  undertaking  the  Catholic  King’s 
bufinefs,  Mr.  PiTT  was  confirmed  in  his 
fufpicions,  that  France  was  not  at  prefent 
fincere  in  her  defire  for  peace.  Therefore 
the  negociation  broke  off. 


CHAP.  III. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  declare  againf 
Spain.  Are  counteracted  by  the  Favourite , 
who  denies  their  having  had  any  intelligence 
of  the  family  compact.  Is  contradicted 
and  convinced  of  his  error  by  Lord  Temple. 
Lord  Temple  and  Mr .  Pitt  take  their 
leaves  of  the  council.  Lord  Granville's 
high  opinion  oj  them.  Mr.  Pitt  refigns . 
Is  calumniated  by  the  Favourite  and  his 
faChon.  Explains  his  refgnation .  The 
Favourite's  plan  of  government.  .  Lord 
Temple  refigns.  Cowardice  of  the  mini¬ 
fry.  War  declared  againft  Spain.  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  applauded. 

MR.  PiTT,forfeeing  a  war  with  Spain 
inevitable,  inftantly  prepared  for 
it.  •  And  being  on  this  occafion,  as  he  had 
been  on  every  other,  firmly  fupported  by 
his  brother,  Lord  Temple,  theyfubmit- 
ted  their  advice,  in  writing,  to  his  Ma- 
iefty,  cc  to  recall  Lord  Bp  istol,”  at  that 

time, 
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time,  the  Brltifh  ambaflador  at  Madrid.* 
But  the  Favourite  by  his  arts,  and  pernici¬ 
ous  counfels,  had  fo  managed  matters, 
that  the  credit  and  influence  of  thefe 
illuftrious  perfonages,  were  confiderably 
weakened.  They  were  not  infenfible  of  it. 
But  this  being  the  happy  opportunity  of 
obliging  Spain  to  declare  herfelf,  and  this 
being  bufinefs  of  the  utmofl:  importance 
to  the  public,  they  refolved,  againft  what¬ 
ever  oppofition  might  be  formed,  to  at¬ 
tempt  this  fignal  fervice  for  their  country. 
After  it  had  been  deliberated  three  times 
in  the  cabinet, Mr.  PiTT  faw  his  influence 

*  Some  time  after,  Lord  Temple,  in  a  great  > 
afTembly,  after  recommending  unanimity  in  the 
ffrongeft  terms,  did  declare,  44  That  he  would  make 
“  but  one  obfervation  upon  all  that  had  been  faid, 
<c  relative  to  the  Family  Compact,  viz.  that  it  was 
4C  allowed  to  have  been  ligned  in  Auguft,  ratified  in 
thefirft  week  of  September,  and  the  written  advice 
“  was  given  and  dated  on  the  1 8th  of  the  fam-e 
46  month.”  Upon  which  the  Favourite  afTerted, 
cc  That  there  was  no  intelligence  of  fuch  a  fa<5f,  fo 
cc  conftituted,  at  that  time.”  To  which  Lord 
Temple  replied,  44  That  there  was  intelligence  of 
44  the  higheft  moment,  relative  to  thofe  matters  at 
“  that  time ;  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  publifh 
<c  it,-  but  would  refrejh  his  lordfhip’s  memory  iri 
private,”  which  he  accordingly  did. 


* 
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in  the  State,  fd  loft,  that  only  his  faithful 
friend  Lord  Temple,  adhered  (to  his  opi¬ 
nion.  They  now  found  it  was  time  to 
refign,  and  that  their  relignations  were  ar¬ 
dently  wi fired  for,  by  the  Favourite. 

When  they  were  about  taking  their 
leaves  of  the  third  and  laft  council,  firm— 
moned  t®  deliberate  on  the  conduit  of  Spain, 
LordGRAMviLLE  (then  lord  prefident) ex- 
prefled,  in  his  own  nervous  and  manly  elo¬ 
quence,  “  His  very  high  opinion  of  their 
<s  confummate wifdom, penetration, honour 
and  integrity,  and  in  a  moft  particular  and 
i"  emphatical  manner,  mentioned  the  great 
e*  number  of  inlurmountable  difficulties 
which  they  had  had  toftrugglc  with.”  No 
Other  proofs  need:  be  given,  than  the  words 
of  this  great  man,  of  the  difficulties,  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  thefe  dillntereft- 
ed  patriots,  to  continue  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country. 

Although  the  King  declared  to  Mr. 
Pitt  when  that  Minifter  reftgned,  which 
was  on  the  5th  of  Oftober  1761,  that  he 
was  very  forry  to  part  with  fo  able  a  fer- 
vapt  j  yet  the  Favourite  with  a  meannefs 

and 
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and  malice  peculiar  to  himfelf,  inftantly 
fet  all  his  creatures  to  work  in  every  public 
place,  and  in  all  the  public  papers,  to  re¬ 
vile,  afperfe  and  libel  the  chara&er  of  that 
great  man.  The  gazette  itfelf  was  profti- 
tuted  to  ferve  his  low  and  bafe  artifices : 
he  purpofely  poftponed  the  account  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  refignatio n,  for  feveral  days,  in 
order  that  one  of  the  foothing  declarations 
from  Spain,  might  appear  along  with  it, 
by  way  of  giving  the  lie  to  Mr.  Pitt's  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Spanifh  intentions*.  The  tor¬ 
rent 

%  The  following  are  the  articles  which  appeared  in 
the  London  Gazette  of  Q£k>ber  io  : 

Madrid ,  Sept.  4.  A  report  having  been  lately 
fpread  here,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  laft  letters  from 
France,  as  if  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  an  imme¬ 
diate  rupture  between  our  court  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  ;  we  underftand,  that  the  Spanifh  miniftcrs,  in 
a  converfation  which  they  had  lately  with  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  ambaflador  extraordinary  from  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  expreffed  their  concern  thereat,  and  de¬ 
clared  very  explicitly  to  his  Excellency,  that,  on  the 
part  of  their  court,  there  was  not  the  lead  ground 
for  any  fuchapprehenfions,  as  the  Catholick  King  had, 
at  no  time,  been  more  intent  upon  cultivating  a  good 
correfpondence  with  England,  than  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture. 

St.  James's,  OCf.  9.  '  The  Right  Honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  having  religned  the  feals  into  the  King’s 

hand;? 
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rent  of  fcatldalous  and  illiberal  abufe,  which 
was  at  this  time  poured  forth  by  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  Favourite,  die  wed  that  he 
d;  eaded  nothing  fo  much  as  the  name  and 
reputation  of  Mr.  Pitt  •  and  the  wicked 
piactice  of  corruption  which  was  inftantly 
had  lecouife  to,  alfo  diewed  how  much 
he  feared,  left  Mr.  PiTT  ftiouid  regain  his 
influence  in  the  ftate.  The  body  of  the 
people,  however,  to  their  eternal  honour, 
paid  no  regard  to  the  incredible  fhoals  of 
invedlives  and  feurrility  thrown  out  againft 
fo  able  a  minifter :  but  on  the  contrary, 
unanimoudy  fpoke  of  his  ineftimable  fer- 


fiands,  his  Majefty  was  this  day  pleafed  to  appoint 
the  Earl  of  Egremont,  to  he  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  Hate.  And,  in  confideration, 
of  the  great  and  important  fervices  of  the  faid  Mr 
Pitt,  his  Majefty  has  been  graciou fly  pleafed  to  di- 
refl,  that  a  warrant  be  prepared  for  granting-  to  tha 
Lady  Hefter  Pitt,  his  wife,  a  Barony  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of  Baronefs  of 

Chatham,  to  herfelf,  and  of  Baron  of  Chatham  to  her 

heirs  male;  and  alfo  to  confer  upon  the  faid  William 
Pitt,  Efq;  an  annuity  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling,  during  his  own  life,  and  that  of  Lady  Hefter 
Pitt,  and  their  fon  John  Pitt,  Efq;  *  * 


vices. 


vices,  in  fuch  terms,  as  could  only  be  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude.* 

The 

*  Mr.  Pitt  finding  himfelf  traduced,  day  after  day; 
in  the  public  papers,  explained  the  true  caufes  of  his 
and  Lord  Temple’s  refignations,  in  the  following  let¬ 
ter,  to  his  friend  in  the  city. 

Dear  Sir, 

Finding,  to  my  great  furprife,  that  the  caufe  and 
manner  of  my  refigning  the  feals,  is  grofiy  mifrepre- 
Tented  in  the  city,  as  well  as  that  the  mo  ft  gracious  and 
fpontaneous  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approbation  of  my 
fervices,  which  marks  followed  my  refignation,  have 
been  infamoufiy  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  my  forfak- 
ing  the  public,  I  am  under  a  neceftity  of  declaring  the 
truth  of  both  thefe  facfts,  in  a  manner  which  I  am 
fure  no  gentleman  will  contradidl  ;  a  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  meafures  to  be  taken  againft 
Spain,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  to  the  moft  efl'ential  national  interefts, 
and  this  founded  on  what  Spain  had  already  done,  not 
on  what  that  court  may  farther  intend  to  do,  was  the 
caufe  of  my  refigning  the  feals.  Lord  Temple  and  I 
fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our  moft 
humble  fentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  being  over¬ 
ruled  by  the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
King’s  fervants,  I  refigned  the  feals  on  Monday  the 
5th  of  this  month,  in  order  not  to  remain  refponfible 
for  meafures,  which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide. 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  fervices  followed  my  refignation  :  They 
are  unmerited  and  unfolicited,  and  I  fhall  ever  be 
proud  to  have  received  them  from  the  beft  of  Sove¬ 
reigns. 

I  will  now  only  add,-  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  ex¬ 
plained  thefe  matters  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not 


The  Earl  of  B.  now  took  the  lead  in 
the  administration,  and  in  all  public  bufi- 
ncfs,  whether  of  a  foreign,  or  domeftic 
nature,  without  whofe  concurrence  no¬ 
thing  could,  nor  was  even  attempted  to  be 
done.  His  whole  idea  of  government: 
was  taken  from  that  filly  paper,  delivered 
fome  years  ago  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Tory 
oppolition,  which  the  reader  may  fee  in 
the  note*.  It  is  curious,  only  becaufe  it 

con- 

in  any  view  to  court  return  of  confidence  from  any 
man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as  it  is  injurious, 
has  thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  his  good  opinion, 
from  one  who  has  ferved  his  country  with  fidelity  and 
fuccefs ;  and  whojuftly  reveres  the  upright  and  candid 
judgment  of  it ;  little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures  of 
the  capricious  and  the  ungenerous  :  accept  my  fincereft 
acknowledgments  for  all  your  kind  friendlhip,  and  be¬ 
lieve  me  ever  with  truth  and  edeem, 

Gcd.  14.  My  Dear  Sir, 

1765.  Your  faithful  friend , 

W.  PIT T. 

There  was  no  genuine  anfwer  to  this  letter,  as 
was  pretended  in  the  public  papers,  at  that  time. 

*  “  His  Royal  Highnefs  has  authorifed  Lord  T. 
and  Sir.  F.  D.  to  give  the  mod:  pofitive  affurances 
to  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppofition,  of  his  upright  in¬ 
tentions  ;  that  he  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  dif- 
treffes  and  calamities  that  have  befel,  and  are  every 
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contains  that  contemptible  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  the  Favourite  purfued.  While 

this 


“day  more  likely  to  befal  this  country  ;  and  therefore 
invites  ail  well-wilhers  to  this  country,  and  its  con- 
ifitution,  to  coalife  and  unite  with  him,  and  upon  the 
following  principles  only. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  and  will  declare  it 
openly,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  totally  abolifh  any 
diflincfions  for  the  future,  of  parties  ;  and  as  far  as 
lies  in  his  power,  and  as  "foon  as  it  does  lie  in  his 
power,  to  take  away  for  ever,  all  profeription  from 
any  fetof  men  whatever,  who  are  friends  to  thecon- 
ilkutloii  ;  and  therefore  will  promote  for,  the  prefent, 
and  when  it  is  in  his  power,  will  immediately  grant, 

Firft,  A  bill  to  impawer  all  gentlemen  to  a 3:  as 
juft  ices  of  peace,  paying  land-tax  lor  300  L  per  annum, 
in  any  county  where  he  intends  to  ferve. 

Secondly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like 
manner  to  fupport,  and  forthwith  grant,  whenever 
'lie  (hall  have  it  in  his  power,  a  bill  to  create  and  efta- 
biifh  a  numerous  and  effectual  militia^  throughout  the 
-kingdom. 

Thirdly,  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  to  promote  and  fupport,  and  like  wife  grant* 
when  it  is  In  his  power,  a  bill  to  exclude  all  military 
officers  in  the  land-ferviee,  under  the  degree  of  co¬ 
lonels  of  regiments,  and  in  the  fea-fervice,  under  the 
degree  of  rear-admirals,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

Fourthly,  His  Royal  Higjmefs  promifes  that  he 
will,  when  in  his  power,  grant  inquiries  Into  the 
great  number  of  abides  in  offices,  and  does  not  doubt 
of  the  affiftance  of  all  honed,  men,  to  enable  him  t® 
corredt  the  fame  fur  the  future. 


\ 
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this  plan  remained  in  theory  only,  a  few 
weak  men  cried  it  up,  as  a  mafter-piece 

of 

Fifthly.  His  Royal  Highnefs  promifes,  and  will 
openly  declare,  that  he  will  make  no  agreement  with, 
or  join  in  the  fupportof  any  adminiftration  whatever,, 
without  previoufly  obtaining  the  abovementioned 
points  in  behalf  of  the  people,  and  for  the  fake  of 
good  government.  Upon  thefe  conditions,  and  thefe 
conditions  only,  his  Royal  Highnefs  thinks  he  has  a 
right  not  to  douht  o i  having  a  mod:  cordial  fupport, 
from  all  thofe  good  men,  who  mean  their  country 
and  this  conftitution  well,  and  that  they  will  become 
his  and  his  family’s  friends,  and  unite  with  him  to 
promote  the  good  government  of  this  country  ;  and 
that  they  will  follow  him,  upon  thefe  principles,  both 
in  court,  and  out  of  court ;  and  if  he  fhould  Jive  to 
form  an  adminiftration,  it  fhali  becompofed,  without 
diftin&ion,  of  men  of  dignity,  knowledge  and  pro¬ 
bity.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  farther  promifes  to  accept 
ol  no  more,  if  offered  to  him,  than  800000/.  for  his 
civil  lift,  by  way  of  rent-charge.” 

Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  PropofaL 

The  Lords  and  Gentlemen  to  whom  a  paper  has 
been  communicated,  containing  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince’s  gracious  intentions  upon  feveral  weighty 
and  important  points,  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 
the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Majefty’s  government, 
and  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  reftoring,  and  perpe¬ 
tuating  the  true  life  and  defign  of  parliament ;  the  puri¬ 
ty  of  our  excellent  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  and 
welfare  of  the  whole  nation, do  therein  with  the  greateft 
fatisfaeftion  obferve,  and  moft  gratefully  acknowledge, 
the  uprightnefs  and  generofity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 

noble 
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of  policy :  but  fince  it  has  been  carried  in,, 
to  pr aft  ice,  the  whole  kingdom  has  con¬ 
demned  it  as  a  mafter-piece  of  folly. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  fucceeded 
to  Mr.  Pitt  s  office,  being  every  wav 
qualified  for  the  purpofes  of  the  Favourite. 
Lord  Temple  was  out  of  town  when 
Mr.PiTTrefigned,  but  returned  a  few  days 
after,  and  immediately  refigned  his  office  ' 
of  Lord  Privy  Seal.  For  fome  time  this 
high  office  was  vacant,  at  length  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  was  appointed  to  fill  it. 


noble  fentiments  and  refolutions.  And  therefore  bet? 
leave  to  return  their  mod  dutiful  and  humble  thanks 
for  the  fame,  and  to  allure  his  Royal  Highnefs  that 
they  will  conftantly  and  fteadily  ufe  their  utmoft  en~ 
deavours  to  fupport  thofe  his  wife  and  falutarv  pur¬ 
pofes,  that  the  throne  may  be  ftrengthened,  religion 
and  morality  encouraged,  ta£hon  and  corruption  de- 
flroyed,  the  purity  and  eflence  of  parliament  reftored 

and  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  our  conilitution  pre' 
ferved.  r 


When  the  above  anfwer  was  returned  to  the  Prince, 

there  were  prefent. 


The  Duke  of 
The  Earl  of  L . 
The  Earl  of  T. 
The  Earl  of  W. 
The  Earl  of  S, 
Lord  F. 
Lord  TV. 


Sir  Wat .  Wll  W. 
Sir  John  H.  C. 

Sir  Walter  B» 

Sir  Robert  G . 

Mr.  F. 

Mr .  P . 

Mr.  C. 


The 
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The  moment  Mr.  PiTT  was  departed 
from  the  helm,  the  new  miniffers,  under 
the  directions  of  the  Favourite,  adopted  a 
very  different  plan,  with  regard  to  the  mea- 
lures  with  Spain,  from  that  propofed  by 
the  late  miniffer.  Theychofeto  proceed 
by  the  tardy  fteps  of  an  Ambaffador ;  and 
when  upwards  of  three  months  had  been 
trifled  away,  in  difpatching  memorials, 
letters,  anfwers,  &c\*  a  declaration  of  war 
againft  Spain  came  fneaking  out,  in  Janu- 

*  <c  Whoever  confiders  the  Situation  of  Spain, 
(unprepared  as  fhe  was  at  the  time  the  written  ad¬ 
vice  was  given)  with  refpedt  to  her  ports,  her  (hips  of 
war  in  thole  ports,  her  colonies,  her  commerce,  her 
own ,  as  well  as  the  riches  of  France ,  on  board  her 
flrips,  can  never  fufficientiy  lament  the  lofs  ot  an 
autumnal  campaign.  If  we  add  that  the  fleet  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  at  no  time  fo  formidable,  her  feamen  never 
fo  full  of  fpirit,  and  flufhed  with  repeated  victories  ; 
in  Europe  only,  upwards  of  140  (hips  of  war  ;  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  above  100  more  ;  we  mud 
fmk  in  amazement  at  our  fupinenefs  and  negledd  of  fo 
critical  a  period. ”  Mr .  Wilkes's  obftr  vat  ions  on  the 
Spanijh  papers ,  page  28. 

Nov.  2.  1761.  “  Two  (hips  have  lately  arrived 

at  Cadiz,  with  very  extraordinary  rich  cargoes,  from 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  fo  that  all  the  ivealtb  that  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  Sfiamjh  America ,  is  now  fafe  in  Old 
Spain."  Lord  Briftol’s  letter,  in  the  Spamfh  papers, 
page  29.  quarto  edit. 

ary 
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ary  1762,  which  ought  to  have  appeared 
in  the  preceding  September  j  for  at  both 
periods,  the  necefhty  was  juft  the  fame 
And  it  is  evident,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  minifters,  in  this  matter,  that  if 
Spain  had  chofen  to  continue  evading  and 
procraftinating,  fhe  might  eafily  have 
gained  another  three  or  four  months,  to 
arm  and  make  preparations ;  for  fo  low 
did  their  pulfe  beat,  after  Mr.  Pitt’s  re- 
fignation,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to 
declare  war,  until  precipitated  upon  it  by 
the  rafhnefs  of  the  enemy.  This  being 
apparent  to  the  whole  world,  the  miniftry 
and  more  particularly  the  Favourite,  were 
purfued  and  perfecuted,  with  the  indigna¬ 
tion  and  refentment  of  the  honeft  part  of 
their  countrymen  ;  who  now  clearly  favv 
the  wifdom  and  recftitude  of  the  meafure 
propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  , 

and  therefore  did  not  fail  to  teftify  anew', 
their  fincere  veneration,  for  thofe  truly  ho¬ 
nourable  and  refpedable  patriots. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Mr.  Pitt's  moderation.  Is  no  factious  op - 


ponent.  His  zeal  for  the  public  induces 
him  to  fupport  the  proper  and  necejjary 


meajures  of  government. 

Otwithtlanding  the  unprovoked 


treatment, which  Mr.  Pitt  had  met 


with  from  the  Favourite  and  his  inftru- 
ments,  yet  he  did  not  enter  into  a  factious 
opposition  ;  but  behaved  in  his  retirement 
with  that  Serenity  and  dignity,  which  was 
fo  worthy  of  his  character,  and  of  his 
fincere  defire  to  promote  the  real  welfare 
of  his  country.  So  far  from  oppofing  go¬ 
vernment,  or  deferting  the  public,  at  this 
very  critical  juncture,  he  poured  forth  his 
manly  eloquence  to  ftrengthen  the  hands, 
and  to  give  refolution  and  Spirit,  to  a  feeble 
and  irrefolute  adminiftration.  His  zeal  tor 
the  public,  his  firmnefs,  fpirit  and  mode¬ 
ration,  were  no  lefs  admired,  than  the  So¬ 
lid  wifdom,  deep  policy,  and  heroic  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  his  counfels.  When  a  Supply 
of  one  million  was  defired,  to  a  (lift  the 


King 
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King  of  Portugal,  Mr.  Pitt  behaved,  not 
like  a  difcontented  opponent,  determined 
to  oppofe  implicitly,  but  on  this  occafion 
nobly  fupported  the  caufe  of  his  country, 
and  its  ally  the  King  of  Portugal.  He 
wifhed  to  fave  Portugal,  not  by  an  ill- 
timed  and  penurious,  but  by  a  mod  effica¬ 
cious  and  adequate  affiftance. 

There  was  orie  gentleman  indeed,  who 
endeavoured  to  reprefent  the  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal  as  having  violated  his  engagements 
with  the  Englifh  merchants,  in  the  wine 
trade,  who  had  made  fome  complaints, 
which  he  apprehended  had  not  been  at¬ 
tended  to,  by  the  late  mi  aider,  therefore 
he  thought  the  King  of  Portugal  had  no 
right  to  expedt  any  affiftance  from  Eng¬ 
land. - And  there  was  a  noble  L - - 

who  aimed  at  Ihewing  the  difference  in  the 
expence  of  Queen  Anne’s  war  and  the 
prefent ;  that  tho’  in  the  former  he  faid,  we 
had  near  1 80,000  troops  employed  on  the 
continent,  and  in  the  prefent  not  above 
one  half  the  number,  yet  the  expence 
now  was  much  greater  than  at  that 
time,  which  he  thought  muft  be  owing  to  a 

D  3  want 
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want  of  ceconomy  in  the  managers  of  the 
German  war.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  expence  the  nation  had  been  at,  was 
fo  great,  it  was  impoffible  to  raife  any  fur¬ 
ther  fupplies;  that  therefore,  he  feared 
he  fhould  fee  the  time  when  we  fhould 
ccme  to  a  full  flop  for  want  of  money  to 
carry  on  the  war:  that  he  bled  to  fee 
his  country  in  fuch  diftreffed  circum- 
ftances  ;  and  concluded  with  hoping  he 
fhould  not  fee  the  time,  when  we,  as  a 
conquering  nation,  fhould  be  obliged  to 
afk  a  peace  of  thofe,  who  ought  to  beg 
it  of  us. 

But  thefe  fparks  of  oppofition  were  ex¬ 
tinguished  in  an  inftant,  by  the  late  great 
Statefman  ;  who  pointed  out  the  neceffity 
of  continuing  the  German  war,  and  of 
affifting  the  King  of  Portugal.  And  he 
obferved,  that  in  times  of  war,  connexions 
with  the  continent  had  always  been  found 
political,  except  in  the  four  unhappy  reigns 
of  the  Stuarts.  Then,  turning  about  to  fe- 
veral  perfons,  he  very  jocularly  faid,  you 
who  are  for  continental  meafures,  I  am 
with  you  5  and  you  who  are  for  affifting . 

the 
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the  King  of  Portugal,  I  am  with  you  ;  and 
you  who  are  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war., 
I  am  with  you  alfo;  in  ihort,  I  am  the  on¬ 
ly  man  to  be  found  that  am  with  you  all. 
He  then  enumerated  the  fucceffes  which 
had  attended  the  Britifh  arms  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  immenfe  advantages 
gained  in  our  trade,  which  would  more 
than  compenfate  the  great  expence  we  had 
been  at;  and  which  heobferved  was  a  confi- 
deration  that  had  been  overlooked  by  thofe 
who  were  complaining  of  the  heavy  burthen 
of  the  war ;  and  in  regard  to  contracting 
the  expences,  he  entirely  agreed  with  thofe 
who  were  for  it,  and  urged  that  whoever 
fhould  effeCt  this  faiutary  work,  would  de- 
fervethe  higheft  encomiums  ;  but  he  hoped 
a  diftinCtion  would  be  made  between  con¬ 
tracting  the  expence,  and  contracting  the 
operations  of  the  war,  and  delired  any  one 
prefent  to  drew  how  the  latter  could  have 
been,  or  might  ftiil  be  done  with  l'afety  : 
He  then  remarked,  that  he  did  not  find 
any  lefs  expence  attended  the  nation  now, 
than  when  he  unworthily  held  the  feals, 
or  that  more  was  done  ;  and  turning  to 
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the  Marquis  of  G - ,  he  obferved  that 

he  knew  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  was  fuch,  that  if  he  had  received  his 
orders,  he  was  fure  he  would  not  then  be 
where  he  was.  And  as  to  what  the  noble 
L - had  faid,  no  one  doubted  his  capa¬ 

city,  if  his  heart  was  but  as  good ;  that 
for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  tell  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  continental  expences  being 
greater  now  than  in  Queen  Anne’s  time, 
unlefs  it  was  becaufe  provender  and  every 
thing  elfe  in  Germany  was  dearer  now 
than  then,  and  wiihed  the  noble  Lr —  had 
explained  that  part  of  his  fpeech,  for  he 
did  not  properly  know  what  to  make  of  it; 
it  carried  a  fomething  !  a  fufpicion  he  did 
not  well  underhand !  but  if  he  meant 
that  there  had  not  been  fair  play  with  the 
money,  he  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  then 
hretching  out  his  hands,  and  moving  his 
Ungers,  faid  they  were  clean,  there  was 
none  of  it  huck  to  them  !  and  that  he 
would  fecond  any  perfon,  who  fhould 
move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  money-mat¬ 
ters  ;  he  was  anxious  to  know  how  it  was 
appropriated,  that  the  whole  truth  might 
.  come 
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come  out:  He  obferved,  that  the  noble 
L~  -  had  faid,  he  bled  for  his  country, 
and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  he  ought  to  throw  his  body 
at  his  Majefty’s  feet,  and  there  bleed  at 
every  pore.  He  then  reprefented,  that  in 
confequence  of  our  withdrawing  our  troops 
from  Germany,  Portugal  and  the  Low- 
Countries  would  become  a  prey  to  the 
French  and  Spaniards ;  that  in  point  of 
policy  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  it ;  but  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  bear  Portugal  on  our 
fhoulders,  but  only  to  fet  him  on  his  legs, 
and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.  He  affirm¬ 
ed  that  France  was  almoft  a  ruined  nation, 
having  expended  in  the  laft  year  upwards 
of  eight  millions,  and  had  been  ftill  lofing : 
that  he  knew  the  finances  of  France,  as 
well  as  any  man  in  England ;  and  that 
we,  by  our  fuccelfes,  were  repaid  for  our 
expence  ;  that  it  was  wrong  and  unjuft 
to  reprefent  Great  Britain  in  fo  deplorable 
a  ftate,  as  unable  to  carry  on  the  war  (for 
there  were  always  fir  angers  in  the  gallery 
who  wrote  to  their  friends  in  Holland,  an 
account  of  what  paffed  in  that  place,  and 

the 
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the  Dutch  forwarded  it  to  the  French) 
that  it  was  well  known,  England  never 
was  better  able  to  fupport  a  war  than  at 
pre/ent ;  that  the  money  for  this  year  was 
raifed,  and  he  would  anfwer  for  it,  if  we 
wanted  1 5  or  20  millions  for  next  year, 
we  might  have  it ;  he  therefore  ilrongly 
recommended  the  million  as  defired :  that 
he  knew  the  cry  which  had  been  propagat¬ 
ed  for  thefe  three  years  ;  You  wont  be  able 
to  raife  money  to  continue  the  war  another 
year ;  and  yet  we  ail  faw  the  contrary.  He 
affirmed,  that  one  campaign  might  have 
finifhed  the  war;  (aliuding  to  his  own 
propofal  of  demanding  a  categorical  an¬ 
fwer  from  Spain.) 

And  in  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  faid,  that  the  complaints  of  the 
Portuguefe  merchants  had  not  been  at¬ 
tended  to,  he  infifted,  that  fo  far  from  it, 
he  had  fpent  many  nights  in  contidering 
them ;  and  referred  that  gentleman  to  what 
had  paffed  between  him  and  theAmbafiador 
of  the  court  of  Portugal,  wherein  thofe 
points  had  been  adjufted.  He  then  recom¬ 
mended  union  and  harmony  to  the  mini-* 

ftry, 
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dry,  and  declared  againft  altercation,  which 
he  faid  was  no  way  to  carry  on  the  public 
bu/inefs,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of  profe- 
cuting  the  war  with  vigour,  as  the  only 
way  to  obtain  an  honourable,  folid,  and 
lading  peace  ;  and  proved  from  the  readi- 
nefs  with  which  fupplies  had  been  granted, 
there  would  be  little  danger  of  a  flop  on 
t’nat  account,  fo  long  as  the  money  was 
properly  applied,  and  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs. 

CHAP  V. 

The  national  faith  broke.  Certain  infa¬ 
mous  correfpondencies.  The  Duke  of  New- 
cajlle  rcfigns. 

THE  Favourite  now  finding  himfelf 
foie  minifter,  in  effedl,  though  not 
in  appearance,  refoived  to  treat  the  alli¬ 
ance  with  Pruffia,  in  the  manner  he  had 
ever  wifhed  and  intended,  from  the  mo. 
ment  he  had  formed  his  defign  of  beco¬ 
ming  abfolute  premier.  He  therefore  re- 
fufed  to  renew  the  treaty  with  that  power, 
which  happened  to  expire  during  his  ad- 
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miniftration.  But  to  keep  the  Pruffian 
Refident  in  London,  in  fome  fort  of  good 
humour  about  it,  he  amufed  him  from 
time  to  time,  with  ftrong  promifes  that 
the  fublidy  fhould  be  granted,  and  feveral 
of  his  creatures,  (who  were  afterwards  his 
minifters)  were  parties  at  conferences,  held 
for  that  purpofe:  at  length,  having  kept 
the  Refident  in  fufpence,  near  four  months, 
viz.  from  January  to  April  1762,  he  re- 
fufed  to  give  the  money.  The  Advocates 
of  the  Favourite,  were  at  this  time  hired 
to  maintain,  that  the  bad  faith  prabtifed 
towards  the  King  of  Pruffia,  was  a  duty 
which  we  owed  to  ourfelves,  and  juftifi- 
able  by  the  law  of  nations.  However,  not 
content  with  throwing  this  indelible  ftain 
on  the  faith  of  the  Englifh  nation,  he  had 
recourfe  to  an  artifice  ftill  more  infamous, 
in  order  to  injure  that  monarch.  A  cor- 
refpondence  was  carried  on,  with  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh,  in  which  the 
minifter  (moft  undoubtedly  without  his 
Majefty’s  knowledge,  for  the  refpebt  to 
the  crown  obliges  us  to  believe  fo) 
faid,  or  infmuated  in  very  ftrong  terms, 

that 
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that  we  Ihould  behold  with  concern,  the 
late  Emperor  of  Raffia’s  withdrawing  from 
the  alliance,  and  recalling  his  troops,  from 
the  affiftance  of  the  Emprefs  Queen  ;  that 
this  country  did  not  wiffi  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  ffiould  be  aggrandized,  at  the  exr 
pence  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  but  would 
rather  delire  to  fee  that  power  revert  to 
its  primitive  electoral  Rate.  This  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  fhort  date  of  the  fact,  in 
the  language  that  it  comes  from  abroad  ; 
and  it  is  there  added,  that  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty  is  poffeffed  of  authentic  documents, 
to  ffiew  it ;  tranfinitted  to  him  from  the 
court  of  Ruffia.— —  Another  correfpon- 
dence  was  carried  on  with  the  court  of 
Vienna,  to  whom  the  mod:  fcandalous  fub- 
miffions  were  made,  in  order  to  accom- 
pliffi  a  reconciliation  between  that  haughty 
court  and  Great  Britain ;  and  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  an  alliance  *  “  in  confe- 
“  quence  of  fome  conceffions  to  be  made 

*  Had  this  propofed  alliance  taken  place,  will  a ny 
man  upon  earth,  fay,  we  (hould  have  been  lefs  Ger¬ 
manized  in  this  reign,  than  during  the  late  ? - Was 

k  not  taking  Auftria  again  upon  our  (houiders  ? 

«  ia 
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*'  in  Italy,  or  elfeivhere.”  This  word  elfe- 
where ,  is  of  unlimited  latitude,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  tuch  dangerous  conftrudion,  that 
considering  the  fyftem  which  theFavourite 
was  then  purfuing,  and  to  whom  this  fub- 
tniffive  propofal  was  made,  no  other  than 
the  inveterate  and  implacable  enemy  of 
Pruffia!  there  will  fcarcely  remain  a  doubt 
whole  dominions  it  was  intended  to  im- 

pfy- 

This  prostitution  of  national  faith  ;  this 
oSTered  treachery  to  a  monarch,  who  had 
often  been  ldiled  from  the  throne,  a  magna¬ 
nimous  Prince,  and  good  ally;  and  whofe 
alliance  had  been  approved  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  voice  of  the  people,  and  had  received 
the  folemn  fandion  of  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  cannot  fail  of  railing  in  the  mind 
of  every  honed:  man,  a  juft  and  warm 
indignation  for  fo  contemptible  a  being, 
as  could  form  luch  bafe  and  fcandalous 
projeds. 

To  convince  thofe  minifters  of  the 
late  King,  who  had  chofen  to  remain  in 
their  offices,  after  the  expulfion  of  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  thatthe  Favourite 

meant 
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meant  to  feize  the  helm  ;  he  immediately 
invaded  their  feveral  departments ;  cor¬ 
rupted  their  fecretaries  and  confidents,  to 
betray  to  him,  the  bulinefs  or  fecrets  trail  f- 
actins;  in  each.  Indeed  men  of  let's  dif- 
cernment  than  the  minifters,  faw,  and 
faid,  daat  their  date  in  office,  was  but 
very  fhort,  when  the  Favourite  had  given 
f'uch  a  proof  of  his  power,  as  the  banifh- 
ment  of  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.PiTT.  But 
for  reafons,  which  only  concern  them- 
felves,  they  choJe  to  enjoy  their  salaries 
by  permijjion.  It  is  nonfen  fe  to  fay  that 
they  enjoyed  power  j  for  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  Favourite  arbitrarily  difpofed  of 
every  place,  as  it  became  vacant,  not  only 
vvitnout  complimenting  them  with  any 
kind  of  folicitation,  but  even  without  their 
knowledge  :  and  in  juffice  it  mull  be  faid> 
that  for  fome  time,  at  leafl,  they 'not  only 
fdently,  but  meanly,  acquiefced  in  all  his 
meal u res.  At  length  fome  of  them  became 
uneafv  under  his  yoke,  and  finding  that 
they  fhould  fhortly  be  turned  out,  refolv.ed 
to  reiign. 


The 
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The  Dukeof  Newcastle,  who’was  firit 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  refigned  on  the  26th 
of  May  1762;  for  this  plainreafon,  which 
his  friends  gave  out,  “  Becaufe  he  found. 
“  his  influence  was  gone  before  him."  Indeed, 
his  Grace  had  met  with  fuch  kind  of  treat¬ 
ment,  as  was  no  longer  fufferable.  But 
this  he  might  have  forefeen :  for  no  fen- 
lible  man  about  St.  James’s  doubted, 
(three  days  after  Mr.  Pitt’s  resignation) 
that  his  Grace  held  the  very  poSt,  which  the 
Favourite  was  determined  to  occupy  him- 
felf.  And  had  his  Grace,  with  his  adhe¬ 
rents,  as  firmly  attached  themfelves  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  as  they  had  done  during 
the  courfe  of  the  war,  to  thofe  true 
friends  of  their  country,  who  manifested 
by  their  early  retirement,  their  difappro- 
bation  of  the  Favourite,  and  his  destruc¬ 
tive  meafures,  they  might,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  have  prevented  thofe  fatal  confe- 
quences,  which  fuch  an  unhappy  want  of 
fidelity  occasioned. 


CHAP. 


CHAP  VI. 


The  Favourite  made  a  Knight  of  the  Gar¬ 
ter,  Note  from  the  Monitor ,  and  an 
account  of  the  profecution  of  that  paper. 
The  Favourite  made  firft  Ford  of  the 
Treajitry.  Sweeps  the  Cocoa  Tree  for  a 
Mini  dry.  Curious  account  of  him.  T urns 
out  all  who  had  been  put  in  by  the  Duke 
oj  Newcajile.  Bars  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  Royal  Clofet.  Peace  is  his  only  ob- 
jefi.  A  number  of  Peers  created.  Lords 
of  the  Bedchamber  increafed.  The  power 
of  the  crown  extended \  and  the  law  evaded. 

THE  Treafury  being  now  vacated  in 
form,  the  Favourite,  although  eager 
to  mount  this  pmacle  of  power,  re¬ 
bel  ved  not  to  do  it,  until  decorated  with 
the  mod  noble  Englifh  orderof  the  garter ■ 
and  for  this  purpofe,  the  very  day  after  the 
Duke’s  refignation,  a  chapter  was  fum- 
moned  to  meet  at  St.  James’s,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bute  was  inverted  by  his  Sovereign, 
with  the  enfigns  of  the  order,  at  the  fame 
time  with  Prince  William  Henry,  third 

E  brother 


brother  of  his  Majefty.  The  Favourite 
was  before  a  Knight  of  the  ancient  Scot- 
tilh  order  of  the  Thiftle  j  therefore  this 
circumflance  of  changing  the  colour  of 
his  riband,  was  fuch  a  ridiculous  parade 
of  his  own  folly  and  vanity ;  fuch  an 
empty  difplay  of  the  wantonnefs  of  power; 
as  could  only  ferve  to  inflame  mankind, 
without  fecuring  to  either  his  Royal  Mailer 
or  himfelf,  any  folid  advantages  what¬ 
ever*. 

On  the  fecond  day  after  his  decoration, 
he  entered  the  Treafury,  with  a  fcourge 

in 


*  A  few  days  after  this  extraordinary  tranfa&ion, 
there  was,  in  a  periodical  paper  calledThe  Monitor, 
the  following  fingular  paflage,  concerning  the  Abbot 
de  Bernis,  the  French  minifter  and  Favourite  of  M.  de 
Pompadour  : 

“  The  exaltation  of  de  Bernis,  who  was  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  very  amorous  conftitution,  and  feemed 
to  have  no  other  recommendation  than  his  perfon* 
and  art  to  pleafe  the  fair  fex,  provoked  the  nobility 
and  gentry  beyond  ail  moderation  :  fo  that  when  he 
was  inverted  with  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
the  chapel  of  Verfailles,  there  was,  during  the  cere¬ 
mony,  a  fcroll  of  paper  thrown  out  of  the  gallery 
among  the  Knights,  on  which  was  wrote  a  French 
parody,  on  the  hymn  called  Veni  Creator,  and  is 
thus  tranflated  in  the  third  volume  of  M.  de  Pompa¬ 
dour’s  hiftory,  page  52. 
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in  one  hand,  and  a  purfe  in  the  other ; 
which  by  the  advice  of  his  virtuous  aflfo 

date, 


Thou  holy  fpirit,  power  divine, 

Do  thou  for  France’s  glory  daign 

On  this  new  minifter  to  fhine. 

And  lighten  up  his  clouded  brain. 

Of  twelve  unlearn’d  thou  heretofore 
Didft  raife  up  miracles  to  thee  ; 

Renew  thofe  miracles  once  more. 

By  giving  fenfe  to  poor  Bernis. 

His  bofom  with  thy  flames  poflefs  ; 

On  him  the  love  of  Heaven  pour. 

That  he  may  kifs  the  ladies  lefs. 

And  leaft  of  all-* =”-La  Pompadour. 

cc  Bernis  invefted  with  the  rank  of  a  minifter,  and 
decked  out  with  a  blue  ribbon,  could  not,  doubtlefs* 
but  appear,  more  agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  his  pro- 
te&refs  :  and  fhe,  never  eafy,  day  and  night,  out  of 
his  company,  looked  upon  his  athletic  conftitution* 
and  confummate  knowledge  in  the  art  of  love,  to 
be  fuch  fuperior  talents,  as  made  him  extremely  ca¬ 
pable  of  unravelling  the  moft  knotty,  and  conducing 
the  moft  arduous  affairs  of  ftate ;  imagining  with  great 
reafon,  that  in  the  courfeof  an  adminiftration,  which 
(he  alone  had  put  into  his  hands,  he  would  certainly 
take  no  ftep  without  firft  confuting  her.” 

This  paffage,  together  with  fome  others  lefs  re¬ 
markable,  which  certain  great  perfonages  pretended 
to  underftand,  were  the  occafion  of  Lord  Halifax 
then  Secretary  of  State,  ilTuing  feveral  warrants,  and 
fending  one  Carrington,  a  noted  old  meffenger,  with 
three  other  mefTengers,  to  feize  the  authors,  printers 
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date,  were  dexteroufly  employed  to  gratify 
his  wilhes,  and  ruin  the  nation.  The 
inftant  that  his  name  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled 
with  alarm.  But  neither  the  extreme  dif- 
like  of  the  people,  nor  the  credit  of  — — 
which  differed  by  this  flrange  condud, 
gave  him  the  lead  concern.  Being  arrived 
at  the  fummit  of  power,  the  very  place, 
to  which  he  had  long  afpired,  he  vainly 
thought  the  kingdom  lay  at  his  feet,  and 
therefore  he  refolved  to  play  out  his  farce; 
that  is,  to  turn  out,  and  put  in,  at  plea- 
fure,  until  he  had  completed  his  wretched 


and  publifhers,  (who  were  feverally  named  in  the 
warrants)  of  different  numbers  of  the  Monitor, 
together  with  their  books  and  papers,  and  bring  them 
before  his  lordfhip  for  examination.  Ail  which  being 
literally  executed,  except  the  examination  which  was 
taken  by  the  clerks,  the  perfons  fo  arbitrarily  and  un¬ 
lawfully  feized,  were,  after  being  fome  time  in  con¬ 
finement,  admitted  to  bail.  But  the  miniftry  did 
not  chufe  to  profecute  this  matter  in  W  eft  min  fie  r- 
Hall,as  was  expe&ed,  moft  probably  fearing,  that  fuch 
a  profecution  would  carry  the  appearance  of  certain 
perfons  having  fo  firong  a  fenfibility  of  parallel  cafes, 
that  they  could  not  avoid  fitting  caps  to  their  own 
heads.  The  defendants  afterwards  brought  ac¬ 
tions  againft  the  Secretary  and  his  Meftengers,  and 
the  juries  gave  fome  of  them  confiderable  damages. 
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plan,  of  a  wretched  adminiflxation.  For  this 
purpofe,  lie  collected  the  refule  of  a  defpi- 
cable  party,  who  had  for  fome  years,  formed 
a  club  at  a  coffee-houfe,  and  who,  having  no 
name  of  their  own,affumed  that  of  the  houfe, 
and  were  called,  the  Cocoa  Tree  Club.  Dur- 
ingMr.  Pitt’s  adminilfration,thefe  Gentle. 

men  pretended  not  to  be  of  a  party.  When 
they  faw  that  minifter  and  his  noble  brother 
abolifhing  all  parties, with  a  dignity  that  not 
only  fpoke  the  redfitude  of  the  meafure, 
but  the  patriotifm  of  their  hearts,  they  af¬ 
firmed  that  party  no  longer  exifted ;  and 
they  were  received  upon  that  affirmation. 
But  the  moment  that  one  of  the  name  of 
Stuart  appeared,  they  attached  themfelves 
to  him.  Indeed  this  was  but  natural ;  if  we 
corffider,  that  many  of  theclub  had  been  in 
a  date  of  profcription,  upwards  of  fifty 
years,  upon  more  than  a  fufpieion  of  difaf- 
fection  ;  that  fince  the  refignations  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Lord  Temple, they  hadnot  Tem¬ 
pled, both  within,  and  without  doors, to  libel 
the  memory  of  his  late  Majefty,  becaufe  he 
had  ever,  upon  the  jufteft  reafons,  doubted 
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their  pretenfions  to  loyalty*.  It  was  like- 
wife  not  unnatural  in  a  Stuart  premier,  to 

make 

*  <c  If  difintereftednefs  herfelf  was  to  draw  the 
negative  qualities  of  the  firft  officer  of  {fate  in  this 
kingdom,  it  would  be  much  fuch  a  chafer  as  had 
now  aflumed  the  reins  of  government.  He  was  a 
man  that  at  no  time  of  life  had  opportunity  or  inclina¬ 
tion  of  applying  to  bufinefs.  When  young,  he  was 
difpofed  to  gaiety;  and  though,  having  been  at  the 
clofe  of  a  feffion  eleCled  one  of  the  fixteen  peers,  yet 
by  his  oppofing,  right  or  wrong,  all  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  was  at  the  next  election  excluded,  and 
then  in  difguft  retired  to  an  ifle  in  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  where  he  fpent  many  years  in  clofe  mona- 
fterial  retirement.  This  being  the  prime  of  his  life, 
in  which,  moll  men,  after  the  fchool  of  books,  in- 
large  their  ideas  in  the  only  ufeful  fchool,  the  con- 
\rerfation  of  men,  he  formed  his  from  theory  ;  be¬ 
came  referved,  full  of  ftrange  prejudices,  and  unfit 
for  any  thing  but  the  tyrannic  domain  of  an  Highland 
clan. 

When  he  returned,  as  if  fate  was  Hill  making  him 
her  fport,  one  time  exalting  him,  the  more  complete- 
Iv  to  deprefs  him  in  another,  he  was  taken  notice  of 
on  an  occafion,  that  no  one  could  have  conceived  in¬ 
troductory  to  the  prime  miniflerfhip.  TheDutchefs 
of  Qiieenfbury  having  entertained  her  friends  with 
the  play  of  the  Fair  Penitent,  the  part  of  Lothario 
fell  to  the  lot  of  his  Lordfhip,  in  which  he  fucceeded 
fo  much  better  than  in  his  late  performances  in  the 
chara&er  of  a  fhtefman,  that  he  was  greatly  admired, 
and  particularly,  by  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  took  great  notice  of  this  occa¬ 
sional  Rofcius,  and  invited  him  to  Leiccfter  Houfe, 

which 


/ 


(  63  ) 

make  choice  of  fuch  men  for  his  mini¬ 
vers  ;  to  whom  he  added  all  the  other 

known 

which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  connexion  that  I  fear 
England  will  ever  repent.  After  the  death  of  this 
excellent  Prince,  at  the  fettling  of  the  houlhold  at 
Saville  Houfe,  his  Lordfhip  became  a  great  officer, 
and  a  great  Favourite  ;  his  talents,  however  unfit  for 
public  employ,  very  dcfervedly  made  him  amiable  to 
his  young  matter  in  a  private  capacity  ;  his  morals 
were  unexceptionable,  and  he  was  difpofed  to  arts  and 
artitts,  though  he  has  ever  been  dire&ed  by  national 
attachments,  caprice,  or  private  friendfhip,  and  not 
by  a  difinterefted  zeal  for  real  merit.  If  any  doubt 
thefe  aflertions,  I  appeal  to  thofe  miferable  pictures 
which  difgrace  Guildhall.  If  they  boaft  his  judgment 
in  fculpture,  I  appeal  to  the  new  invented  figure  at 
the  Exchange.  If  they  fay  he  knows  more  of  poetry 
than  an  Hottentot  does  of  cookery,  I  appeal  to  thofe 
unfortunate  people  who  yawned  at  the  execrable 
Scotch  performance,  called  Agis  King  of  Sparta.  But 
if  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  his  private  regard  for  Ram- 
fay,  Wilton,  and  Hume,  made  him  promote  them 
at  the  expence  of  his  own  reputation  for  tatte,  I  then 
applaud  his  good-nature,  but  cannot  acquiefce  in  his 
publifc  pretenfions,  of  being  a  Maecenas. 

He  was  in  every  refpedt  adapted  to  the  fmall  circle 
of  a  coal  fire,  here  his  virtues  were  known,  and  his 
iincere  attachments  made  him  amiable  i  but  when 
viewed  in  the  inlarged  light  of  a  minifteror  Maecenas , 
were  truly  ridiculous  and  contemptible,  and  the  means 
of  bringing  thofe  works  of  genius  into  difgrace,  which 
he  made  a  parade  of  promoting.  This  was  the  man 
who  became  fo  great  a  dupe  to  his  pride,  vanity,  and 
ambition,  and  the  fel fi(hnefs  of  his  dependents,  that 
after  the  expulfion  of  the  ablcft  and  inoft  approved  mi- 
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known  Tories,  he  could  pick  up.  His 
own  board  he  filled  with  fuch  as  were 
perfonally  attached  to  him;  and  Sir  Francis 
Dafhwood  he  made  Chancellor  of  the  Ex*- 
chequer.  But  his  bolom  friends  “  were 
“  three  or  four  perfons,  whofe  different 
“  employments,  fuch  as,  in  a  Scottifh 
4<  kirk,  in  the  law,  and  in  the  army. 
“  made  them  wholly  ignorant  of  Eate 
t£  affairs  :  but  their  conceit  being  equal  to 
their  ignorance,  they  undertook  to  affift 
“  this  upftart  pilot.” 

With  this  regiment  of  Scottifln  Jacobites, 
Scottifh  poets,  and  a  few  Englifh  Tories, 

niffry,  this  nation  ever  had,  during  which  there  was 
tlie  greatefl  union  and  harmony,  ever  known,  be¬ 
tween  the  people  and  government,  he  weakly  and  ar¬ 
rogantly  aiTumed  abfolute  rule  in  their  fiead  ;  and  on 
the  29th  of  May  1762,  became  the  prime  minifier. 

Very  many  were  the  reafons  for  the  people’s  being 
alarmed  ,  particularly  this  minifier  was  in  that  fitu- 
aticn,  which  in  public  and  private  life  has  ever  been 
deteftable,  for  he  was  a  Favourite .  His  abilities  were 
doubted.  His  country,  fo  famed  for  attachment 
merely  to  themfehes,  made  him  odious.  The  people 
he  brought  into  power  with  him,  were  in  general 
truly  contemptible :  that  moft  important  office,  the 
national  accountant, was  profiituted  on  aman  to  whom 
a  funi  of  five  figures,  was  an  Impenetrable  fecretF 

Contrajl . 
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he  ftormed  all  the  public  offices  ■,  turned 
out  every  dependant,  relation,  and  friend 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  The  boards  of 
revenue,  which  ought  to  be  facred  during 
good  behaviour,  were  not  exempt  from 
this  inhuman  rapine.  The  fadt  is,  that 
none  were  fpared,  who  refufed  to  become 
his  fycophants.  In  fhort,  one  can  com¬ 
pare  his  condudt,  on  this  occafton,  to  no¬ 
thing  more  juftly,  than  to  that  of  an  en¬ 
raged  and  cruel  enemy  plundering  a  town 
which  had  coil;  him  fome  trouble  to  take. 
He  barred  up  all  avenues  to  the  Royal 
clofet,  into  which  none  were  admitted, 
without  his  permiffion.  This  naturally 
difgufted  thofe,  who  were  too  fpirited  to 
folicit  the  favour  of  his  paffport ;  and  to¬ 
gether  with  his  flrong  attachment  to  his 
needy  countrymen,  whom  he  thruft  into 
all  offices,  and  into  all  departments,  which 
as  naturally  difgufted  the  public  at  large  j 
may  be  faid,  to  have  fo  narrowed  his 
foundation,  that  it  was  apparent  he  had 
nothing  to  ftand  upon,  but  corruption  and 
the  King’s  favour. 

Con- 
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Confcious,  even  previous  to  his  elevation 
to  the  Treafury,  that  his  continuance  in 
power,  would  depend  upon  his  obtaining 
a  peace  immediately,  (for  he  had  not  capa¬ 
city  to  conduct  the  war,  and  one  mifcar- 
riage  might  prove  fatal  to  him)  he  made 
peace  the  objedt  of  all  his  politics.  And 
fome  weeks  before  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
refigned,  a  number  of  peers  were  created. 
This  extraordinary  meafure,  together  with 
fome  others  which  attended  it,  were  thus 

remarked  upon  at  the  time. 

“  One  of  the  great  outlines  of  the 
Favourite’s  adminiftration,  and  which 
was  carried  to  a  degree  unknown  lince 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  was 
an  open  and  declared  profeffion  of  in- 
creafing  the  power  of  the  crown,  by 
creating  influence  and  dependencies  up-, 
on  it,  in  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
In  the  year  1711,  when  the  Tories  were 
endeavouring  to  overturn  the  Whig  admi¬ 
niftration,  that  had  reduced  the  power  of 
France  fo  low,  and  were  projecting  the 
infamous  treaty  of  Utrecht,  Burnet  fays, 

“  They 
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«  They  finding  the  houfe  of  Lords  could 
“  not  be  brought  to  favour  their  defigns, 
“  refolved  to  make  an  experiment  that 
“  none  of  our  Princes  had  ventured  up- 
“  on  in  former  times  j  a  refolution  was 
“  taken  of  making  twelve  Peers  at 
once.”  What  was  the  condudt  of  the 
prefent  minifter  under  fimilar  circum- 
ftances  ?  He  advifed  the  creation  of 
Jixteen  peers,  not  indeed  at  once,  that 
would  have  been  too  explicit  a  declaration 
of  his  motives,  but  all  in  the  fpace  of  two 
years;  and  not  content  with  this,  he  like- 
wife  advifed  the  giving  penfions  to  a  great 
number  of  that  houfe,  under  the  denomi¬ 
nation  indeed  of  Lords  of  the  bedchamber: 
but  as  the  number  of  thofe  Lords  was  in- 
creafed  in  the  prefent  reign,  from  twelve 
to  twenty-two,  the  fadt  is,  that,  by  what¬ 
ever  name  they  are  called,  the  K - — — 

has  fo  many  more  fervants,  in  his  pay,  in 

that  houfe,  and  the  m - r  has  the  rod  of 

deprivation  hanging  over  their  heads,  which 
fell  mod  heavily  againft  thofe,  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  exercife  their  freedom  of  voting 
againft  what  he  recommended.  But,  in 
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the  other  houfe,  and  where  it  is  more  ma¬ 
terial,  tills  meafure  was  carried  much  fur¬ 
ther  :  we  are  informed  from  hi  dory,  that, 
from  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  it  has 
been  the  charatfteriftic  mark  of  thofe  who 
oppofed  any  increafe  of  power  in  the 
crown,  to  contrive  by  laws,  and  every 
other  method,  to  prevent  the  influence  of 
the  crown  in  that  houfe.  Several  aits  of 
parliament  have  been  pafted,  to  limit  the 
n  mber  of  officers,  who  received  their 
places  from  the  crown,  to  have  feats  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  one  particular¬ 
ly  during  the  Whig  adminiffration  of 
Queen  Anne,  which  declares,  that  no 
perfon  poflefled  of  an  office,  created  after 
fuch  a  period,  flhould  be  capable  of  a  feat 
in  that  houfe  :  and  this  was  afterwards  en¬ 
forced  by  another  of  the  fir  ft  of  George  I. 
that  reftrained  perfons  having  penfions 
during  pleafure,  from  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Thefe  laws  were  palfed  in 
order  to  be  a  reftraint  on  the  crowrn  ; 
they  are  now  in  force,  and  mean  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  crown  from  creating  a  depend¬ 
ence 
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ence  upon  it,  in  its  reprefentatives  :  but, 
like  other  human  inftitutions,  they  were 
evaded ;  when  a  minifter  fhall  prefume 
to  advife,  in  the  teeth  of  thefe  adds  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  creation  of  fuch  a  number  of 
grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  clerks  of  the 
green-cloth,  and  other  officers  of  the 
houffiold,  each  with  a  falary  of  500  1.  per 
annum,  as  to  be  double  the  number  of 

thofe  of  his  late  M - 3  and  when  fome 

gentlemen  have  been  removed  from  thefe 
employments  with  penfions,  to  make  room 
for  members  of  the  houle  of  commons, 
that  the  law  might  be  only  evaded,  not 
openly  violated  j  and  when  we  fee  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  firft  fortunes,  and  who  through 
the  two  lad:  reigns,  prided  themfelves  in 
their  independency,  eagerly,  and  meanly 
thrufting  themfelves  into  this  pitiful  pen- 
don  lift ;  I  fay,  when  we  condder  thefe 
things,  where  is  the  fecurity  of  the  laws, 
or  upon  what  principles  of  the  conftitution 
can  thefe  meafures  be  defended  ?” 

Nothing  barely  could  be  more  abfurd 
and  ridiculous  than  the  pretendons  and 
conduct  of  this  mufhroom  minifter.  He 

fet 
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fct  up  the  flandard  of  virtue,  and  made 
Mr.  Fox  his  Lieutenant  General.  He 
faid,  there  fliould  be  no  parties,  and 
fwept  the  Cocoa  Tree,  for  a  miniftry. 
He  promifed  to  obferve  the  ftridteft  oeco- 
nomy,  and  increafed,  beyond  credibility, 
the  fcandalous  lift  of  placemen  and  pensi¬ 
oners. 


CHAP.  VII. 

The  Duke  of  Devonfinre  difmiffed ,  and 
fir  tick  off  the  Lift  of  Privy  Counfellors. 
Great  influence  of  corruption.  Several 
refignatiom.  A  want  of  unanimity  in 
the  refigners.  Contrafi  between  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Duke  of  N.  Briton.,  North 
Briton,  and  Auditor  publijhed.  Re¬ 
marks. 

GREAT  as  his  influence  was,  with 
his  Royal  Mafier,  yet  his  abfolute 
power  had  not  hitherto  extended  to  every 
office  and  department  under  the  govern¬ 
ment,  therefore  he  was  unhappy  while 
any  but  his  own  creatures  and  dependants 
were  about  the  court.  The  Duke  of  De¬ 
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vonshire  continued  to  hold  the  office 
of  Lord  Chamberlain,  which  mortified 
him  exceedingly,  for  two  reafons  ;  one 
was,  that  his  plan  was  incomplete,  while 
an  enemy  to  the  name  of  Stuart  re¬ 
mained  ;  the  other  was,  that  the  Duke 
had,  and  probably  did  even  then,  par¬ 
ticipate  of  his  Sovereign’s  efteem.  No¬ 
thing  but  an  exclufive  polfeffion  of  the 
Royal  ear,  could  ferve  his  purpofes;  there¬ 
fore  any  (barer  with  him  in  that  article, 
he  looked  upon  as  deftrudtive  of  his  plan 
and  principles  ;  confequently  he  failed 
not  to  make  ufe  of  all  his  power  and 
influence,  to  root  out  fo  dangerous  an 
enemy.  He  invaded  the  Duke’s  depart¬ 
ment,  difpofed  of  fome  of  the  places  in  his 
Grace’s  gift,  took  every  ftep  to  convince 
his  Grace,  that  all  authority  was  from 
himfelf,  alone  j  and  had  even  the  info- 
lence  to  talk  of  humbling  the  Great 
Lords,  who  would  not  acquiefce  in  his 
meafures.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
however,  was  far  from  acquiefcing  in 
either  the  principles  or  defigns  of  the 
Favourite.  He  had  declined  afllfting  at 

Coun“ 
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Councils,  upon  meafures  which  he  could 
not  approve ;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
fuch  was  his  tendernefs,  that  he  hefitated 
greatly  about  leaving  the  fervice  of  his 
Royal  Matter,  fearing  left  his  own  great 
intereft  in  the  country,  might  increafe 
the  popular  diflenfions.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  finding  that  his  prefence  at  court,  was 
become  difagreeable,  and  that  his  refigna- 
tion  was  required,  he  gave  up  his  wand  * 
and  the  Favourite,  in  order  to  make  the 
diferace  of  this  Great  Peer  as  effectual  as 

O  ^ 

poflible,  had  his  name  ftruck  off  the  Lift 
of  Privy  Counfellors ;  which  his  elbow 
Counfellor  advifed,  as  neceftary,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempt,  or  even  wifh,  to  re¬ 
gain  that  efteem,  which  had  been  con¬ 
sidered  as  fo  dangerous  to  .  his  defigns  : 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  for  an 
example  to  others.  Though  indeed, 
there  was  but  little  occafion  for  this  latter 
reafon,  for  never  was  the  venality  of  the 
great,  and  the  influence  of  corruption,  fo 
confpicuous,  as  at  this  time. 

The  few,  the  very  few,  who  had  vir¬ 
tue  enough  to  withftand  all  temptation, 

and 
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and  Spirit  enough  to  declare  their  dif- 
approbation  of  the  Favourite,  were  con¬ 
sidered  as  entering  into  a  Slate  of  pro¬ 
scription  for  life.  Their  Society  was 
avoided  by  the  proftitute  herd,  who,  to 
fupport  the  luxuries  and  extravagancies 
in  which  they  delighted  to  riot,  Sub¬ 
mitted  to  bow  down  in  the  Temple  of 
Rimmon,  to  prop  the  ruinous  Steps,  and 
fupport  the  corrupt  weight,  of  an  imperi¬ 
ous,  all-grafping  Favourite. 

Upon  the  removal  of  the  Dukes  of 
Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  the  State 
was  entirely  deprived  of  all  thofe  who  re¬ 
futed  to  become  Sycophants  to  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  ;  for  Such  Noblemen  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  as  chofe  to  attach  themfelves  to 
either  of  thofe  Peers,  were  difmiffed,  or 
voluntarily  refigned :  yet  there  were  fome 
whom  no  difguft  could  force  out ;  thefe 
were  thofe  who  held  their  places  by  pa¬ 
tent  :  which  gave  him  Such  uneafinefs, 
that  it  was  affirmed,  heconfulted  the  fages 
of  the  law  upon  the  poffibility  of  taking 
away  thofe  patents ;  and  it  was  added, 
that  the  lawyers  advifed  him  to  do  the 
thing,  and  try  if  the  law  would  not  juftity 

F  •  him. 
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him.  But  whether  fear,  or  fome  other 
caufe  prevented  him,  certain  it  is,  that  he 
did  not  attempt  it. 

Although  the  Favourite’s  whole  atten¬ 
tion  was  fixed  upon  a  peace,  any,  fuch 
as  he  could  get,  and  the  language  which 
his  fycophants  were  taught  to  hold,  was, 
that  we  were  ruined  by  our  victories, 
and  if  the  war  was  not  fpeedily  put 
an  end  to,  we  fhould  go  on  conquering, 
until  like  Gallon  de  Foix,  we  fell  in  the 
field  ;  yet  the  difgufted  perfonages  who  had 
retired  from  the  adminifiration,  and  the 
great  number  of  others  who  were  difrnif- 
fed,  did  not  properly  unite,  and  form  them- 
felves  into  a  regular  oppofition  :  and  to 
the  want  of  this  union  is  to  be  attributed 
the  iil  conduit  which  attended  all  their 
future  meafures.  From  the  firft  moment 
that  the  management  of  national  bufinefs 
was  taking  an  injurious  turn,  there  was  a 
want  of  fidelity  among  thofe  who  had 
formerly  united  to  fupport  the  minifters  of 
their  country.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle 
was  not  at  all  forty  at  Mr.  Pitt’s  refigna- 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  luppofed  to 
have  fecretly  rejoiced  at  that  event.  His 

Grace, 
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Grace  having  formerly  been  honoured 
with  the  chief  management  of  public 
affairs,  but  deprived  of  it  while  Mr. 
Pitt  was  at  the  helm,  he  very  probably 
hoped  it  would  revert  to  him  again,  up¬ 
on  the  refignation  of  that  minifter.  But 
his  Grace  was  mifiaken ;  for  in  a  little 
time  he  found  he  had  lefs  power,  than 
even  during;  Mr.  Pitt’s  admin iftration. 

O 

If  we  therefore  take  a  fliort  retrofpebl 
of  the  true  caufes  of  thefe  two  refigna- 
tions,  we  fhall  find  that  it  will  explain 
all  that  is  neceffary  to  convince  the  rea¬ 
der,  of  this  fundamental  want  of  unani¬ 
mity. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  ambition  was  the  welfare 
of  his  country,  and  he  piqued  himfelf 
upon  doing  it  great  and  fignal  fervices. 
When  he  found  he  could  no  longer  carry 
into  execution  fuch  meafures,  as  he 
thought  moft  conducive  to  the  interefis 
of  the  public,  he  refigned.  The  motive 
of  his  refignation,  was  therefore  as  ho¬ 
nourable,  as  any  thing  could  be.  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle’s  ambition  was  di- 
ftributing  the  good  things  of  the  State, 
thereby  creating  a  number, of  obfequious 
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and  fcandalous  dependents,  among  a  fet  of 
men  who  were  mean  enough  to  flatter  his 
vanity, when  they  attended  his  levee.  When 
he  found  he  could  no  longer  do  this,  and 
thofe  whom  he  had  favoured  moil  be- 
gan  to  be  ungrateful,  he  refigned.  In 
other  refpedts  too,  thefe  great  men  were 
totally  different.  Mr.  Pitt  was  an  ene¬ 
my  to  aii  parties,  and  all  party  diflindions; 

he  fubmitted  the  rectitude  of  his  meafures, 
to  the  public,  at  large.  The  Duke  of 

Newcastle  had  from  his  youth,  been 
at  the  head  of  a  party,  and  even  in  his  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  party  was  both  his  delight  and 
his  fupport.  In  fhort,  the  views  of  one, 
were  of  the  moft  enlarged,  and  nobleft 
kind ;  thofe  of  the  other,  narrow,  and 
confined  to  the  private  intereffs  of  his 
friends.  One  was  an  inflexible  patriot  j 
the  other  a  true  courtier.  They  were 
as  oppofite  likewife  in  many  other  points  • 
but  the  leader  has  poflibly  feen  enough, 
to  convince  him  that  a  fincere  union,  be¬ 
tween  thefe  great  men,  was  not  very  likely 
to  happen. 

N otwithffanding  the  moft  apparent  want 
of  unanimity  among  the  great,  yet  the 

impar- 
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impartial,  independent  public,  judged  and 
fpoke  with  a  propriety  and  firmnefs,  that 
will  for  ever  do  honour  to  their  natural, 
and  true  patriotic  Spirit.  While  with  an  una¬ 
nimous,  and  unceafing  voice,  they  poured 
forth  their  praifes  of  Lord  Temple  and 
Mr.  P  itt,  they  at  the  fame  time,  zealoufiy 
and  univerfally  condemned  the  conduct 
of  the  Favourite  and  his  administration  : 
they  branded  it  with  every  epithet  that  was 
expreffive  of  their  moft  fmcere  abhorrence 
and  deteftation.  From  the  fir  ft  moment 
that  he  entered  the  Treafury,  he  fee  me  d 
confcious  that  his  greateft  Struggle  would 
be  with  the  •  people,  and  therefore,  on 
the  very  day  of  his  appointment,  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  his  authority,  the  firft  number 
of  a  contemptible  paper,  in  his  vindication, 
called  The  Briton,  which  was  frequently 
written  by  his  bofom  friends.  Not  hav¬ 
ing,  at  that  time,  met  with  any  regular 
and  formidable  attack,  nor  having  yet 
done  one  minifterial  adt  in  his  new  of¬ 
fice,  nothing  could  be  a  clearer  proof  of 
his  folly,  weaknefs,  and  confcious  want 
of  ability,  than  this  abfurd  condudt.  This 
paper  provoked  new  opponents,  and  among 
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them,  one,  who  gave  him  more  uneafi- 
nefs,  than  the  hatred  of  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  this  was  the  North  Briton  (pub- 
h fhed  the  following  week)  the  author 
of  which,  attacked  him  with  fuch  intrepi¬ 
dity,  and  feafoned  his  fatire  with  fuch  a 
poignancy  of  wit,  that  it  was  inftantly  ad¬ 
mired  and  bought  up,  by  people  of  all 

ranks.  His  ftile  was  mafterly  and  elegant, 
his  wit  and  fatire  truly  claffical,  always 
exceeding  keen,  and  very  felaom  grofs, 
which  operated  incredibly  upon  the  minds 
ot  the  people.  His  fadts  were  always  ge¬ 
nuine,  and  incontrovertible  ■  which  gave 
the  paper  a  character  of  veracity.  His 
dodtrines  were  ftridtly  conftitutional,  and 
his  arguments  too  ftrong  to  need  any  other 
affiftance  to  convince  the  public,  who 
were  betraying  its  interefls.  The  fir  ft 
paper  was  a  fufficient  fpecimen  of  the 
author’s  abilities,  to  alarm  the  Favourite, 
who  the  next  week,  caufed  a  fecond  peri¬ 
odical  paper,  in  his  vindication  to  be  pu- 
blifhed.  This  was  called  the  Auditor, 
written  principally  by  one  who  had  been 
the  advocate  of  his  faithful  advifer. 
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The  doers  of  both  Briton  and  Auditor, 
however,  proved  themfelves  to  be  wretched 
advocates  ;  their  flyle  was  bad,  their  fads 
generally  falfe,  their  arguments  weak, 
and  delulive,  and  their  attempts  at  wit, 
meer  ribaldry.  In  a  word,  they  excel¬ 
led  in  nothing,  but  fcurrility  and  abufe, 
which  indeed  they  dealt  about  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  againft  every  one  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  difapprove  of  the  Favourite,  that 
government  itfelf  feemed  to  be  paying  for, 
and  fetting  the  example,  of  attempting  to 
put  an  end  to  all  order  and  decency. 

Therefore  the  many  books  and  papers, 
which  afterwards  appeared  in  fupport  of 
the  public  caufe,  admit  of  a  very  rational 
and  juftifiable  excufe.  The  Favourite  and 
his  fadtion  begun  the  fpirit  of  libelling, 
even  before  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Pi  TT  ; 
and  upon  that  event,  were  remarkably 
affiduous  in  attacking  all  the  great  and 
eminent  characters  in  the  kingdom,  who 
had  too  much  honour  and  regard  for 

their  country,  to  fupport  his  deftrudtive 
meafures.  For  a  considerable  time,  no¬ 
body  paid  any  attention  to  the  writings 
of  his  advocates  j  at  lead,  the  perfonages 
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attacked  did  not :  but  at  length,  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  infinite  number  of  fcan- 
dalous  falfhoods,  which  his  writers  re¬ 
peatedly  aflerted  in  all  the  public  papers, 
and  induftrioufly  propagated  by  every  other 
mode  of  publication,  might  injure  their 
reputations,  and  weaken  that  confidence 
with  which  they  were  honoured  by  the 
people,  as  a  reward  for  their  fpirited  and 
difinterefted  conduct ;  their  friends  who 
were  beffc  acquainted  with  all  their  mo¬ 
tives  and  addons,  determined  to  refcue 
their  characters  from  the  pens  of  fuch 
infamous  aflaffins.  Thus  began  the  pa¬ 
per  war,  which  was  carried  on  with  great 
fury,  by  both  fides,  for  a  confiderable 
time.  At  length  the  aifailants  being 
completely  defeated,  and  grieved  and  fore 
to  death,  refolved  to  relinquifh  that  mode 
of  fighting,  becaufe  they  found  truth 
make  fo  ftrongly  again#  them,  and  to 
take  up  another  fort  of  more  ferious  and 
dangerous  inftruments,  They,  in  a  wild 
and  frantic  fit  of  rage  and  revenge,  broke 
down  all  the  fences  of  the  constitution, 
arbitrarily  feized  and  confined  whom  they 
pleated ;  then  called  in  the  aid  of  the 
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crown  lawyers,  and  afterwards,  that  of  the 
parliament :  all  which  the  following 
lheets  will  fufficiently  fhew.  Thus  they 
who  were  one  day  encouraging  and  pay¬ 
ing  writers  of  the  moft  defamatory  libels, 
the  next  beat  at  their  own  weapons,  under 
frivolous  di/linBions,  flying  to  law;  and 
left  that  ihould  fail,  to  parliament,  for 
the  means  of  fupprefling,  and  punifhing* 
what  was  only  the  blefled  fruit  of  their 
own  example. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

’The  peace  made.  The  Oppojition  formed.  The 
■  principal  perfons  dine  together.  Remark. 

/. Ittempt  to  divide  the  Oppofition. 

IN  the  mean  time,  the  Favourite pufhed 
on  his  work  of  peace,  which  the  ene¬ 
my  could  not  be  fo  delirous  of  granting, 
as  he  was  of  obtaining.  The  language 
confidently  held  at  Verfailles  was,  that 
the  Favourite  was  the  only  ruling  power 
in  England,  that  he  had  not  capacity  to 
conduit  the  war,  and  therefore,  could  not 
preferve  his  power,  unlefs  he  made  a 
peace. 

The 
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The  arguments  which  were  offered 
againft  this  peace,  the  reader  will  find  in 
all  the  political  publications  of  that  time. 
However,  Mr.  Legge’s  opinion  of  it  (de¬ 
livered  a  lliort  time  after)  may  perhaps 
not  be  unworthy  his  notice :  it  was  to 
this  thort  eftedt.  iC  The  union  of  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  is  re¬ 
plete  with  reciprocal  advantages  to  both 
France  and  Spain,  is  not  even  attempted 
to  be  broke.  The  fifhery  that  is  granted 
to  the  former,  will  prove  to  her  a  mine 
of  wealth.  •  The  Weft  India  fettlements 
which  are  reftored  to  both,  will  immediately, 
and  without  any  expence,  put  their  com¬ 
merce  upon  a  refpe&able  footing ;  and 
in  a  fliort  time  furnifh  them  with  the 
means  for  maintaining  another  war ;  while 
before  our  acquifitions,  which  require  great 
fums,  great  improvements,  and  long  time, 
can  be  made  even  valuable  at  all,  we 
fhall  have  this  dance  to  go  over  again, 
with  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  upon 
our  backs.” 

While  the  Favourite  was  madly  (if  not 
treacheroufly)  running  into  the  arms  ol 
France,  for  any  peace,  fuch  as  the  enemy 

would 
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would  grant  him,  his  virtuous  aflociate 
was  honourably  employed  in  another 
kind  of  negotiation  at  home.  The  rela¬ 
tions,  friends,  and  confidents  of  almoffc 
every  man,  were  induftrioufly  found  out, 
and  tampered  with.  Temptations  were 
offered  to  the  vain,  the  needy,  and  the 
vicious,  according  to  their  feveral  paffions, 
or  wants.  All  who  chofe  to  ferve  the  Fa¬ 
vourite,  might  now  have  their  price.  All 
were  invited  to  a  certain  pay  office,  where 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  were  iliued 
in  one  day.  All,  indeed,  were  not  of  one 
opinion,  but  the  Majority  were.  All 
knew  the  peace  to  be  the  convenient  and 
neceffary  meafure  of  the  Favourite ;  yet 
but  few  difregarded,  whether  their  oppo- 
fition  to  it  would  become  an  infallible  bar 
to  their  ever  being  able  to  renew  their 
peace  at  St.  James’s. 

The  difgufted  party  who  were  lately 
gone  out,  becaufe  the  Favourite  did  not 
chufe  to  accept  of  their  fervice,  were  fo 
infatuated  with  a  lull:  of  power,  and  calf 
fo  many  longing  looks  towards  the  offices 
from  which  they  had  been  precipitately 
driven,  that  a  great  number  of  them  flunk 

away, 
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away, .  when  the  merits  of  the  Butean 
preliminaries  came  under  examination. 
Some  feigned  licknefs,  others  ran  out  of 
town,  and  many  more  had  not  even  the 
fhadow  of  excufe  for  their  fcandalous 
defertion  upon  this  important  occafion. 
But  Mr.  Pitt,  to  his  great  honour,  al¬ 
though  he  had  been  for  fome  time  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout,  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  and  fpoke 
near  three  hours  in  this  debate.  He  gave 
his  opinion  upon  almolt  every  article ; 
fome  of  which  he  approved,  and  others  he 
condemned ;  but  his  greatefl  emphafis  was 
laid  on  what  related  to  the  fifhery  •  be— 
caufc,  in  the  negotiation  with  M.  Bussy, 
Bold  1  emple  and  himfelf,  had  contend¬ 
ed  for  the  whole  exclufive  fifhery ;  but 
in  that,  as  well  as  in  many  other  things, 
they  were  over-ruled:  And,  upon  the 
whole,  he  infifted,  that  the  terms  propo- 
fed,  were  inadequate  to  the  conquefts,  and 
juff  expectations  of  the  nation.  Xfe  was 
fo  infum,  and  fo  afhnfted  with  pain,  that 
when  he  could  no  longer  hand,  although 
fupported  by  his  friends,  he  was  allowed 
to  deliver  the  remainder  of  his  fentiments 

fitting ; 
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fitting;  yet  he  was,  by  extreme  illnefs,  obli¬ 
ged  to  retire  before  the  divifion.  Mr.  Fox 

D 

(foon  after  made  Lord  Holland)  defended 
the  peace.  He  had  taken  the  lead  in  the 
debate,  and  with  arguments  more  folid, 
and  better  adapted  to  the  feelings  of  men, 
and  with  eloquence  more  charming,  and 
by  fads  more  powerful,  than  thofe  made 
ufe  of  by  Mr.  Pitt,  he  convinced  the 
majority  of  his  hearers,  that  the  peace  was 
a  very  good  one. 

A  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  on  the 
Firft  Divifion,  Dec.  9,  1762,  againft  the 
Vote  of  Approbation  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace  ;  by  which  the  Ha- 
vannah,  Martinique,  Guadalupe,  Santa 
Lucia,  Pondicherry,  Goree,  &c.  &e.  &c. 
were  agreed  to  be  delivered  up  to  our  invete¬ 
rate  enemies ,  the  French  and  Spaniards, 

first  division, 

’  Court,  Maj.  Gen. 

Ancram,  Earl  of 
Armitage,  Sir  Georoe 
Aftiburnham,  William 
Ea.  i  inGton,  Sir  John 
Beckford,  William 
Boulton,  Henry  Crab 
Burton,  Bartholomew 
Calvert,  John 


Heytejbury 

Richmond 

York  City 

Hajiings 

hew  town  Hants . 

London 

JL ore  eft  er 

Camelford 

Hertford 


Calvert, 
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Calvert,  Nicholfon 
Cavendifh,  Richard 
Cholmley,  Nath. 

Cholmondeley,  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 
Clive,  Lord 

Codrington,  Sir  William 
Coke,  Wenman 
Cooke,  George 
Demplter,  George 
Dodd,  John 
Egerton,  Samuel 
Either,  Brice 

Fitzwilliam,  Maj. Gen.  John  Windfor 
Fonnereau,  Philip  Aldborough 

Fonnereau,  Thomas  Sudbury 

Forrefter,  Brook  Wenlock 

Forrefter,  Cecil  IVenlock 

Gage,  Vifcount  Seoford 

Gaf'coyne,  Bamber  Malden 

Grenville,  Rt.  Hon.  James  Buckingham  town 


Tewkefbury 

Wendover 

Aldborough 

Chejhire 

Marlow 

Shrewfbury 

'Tewkejbury 

Oakhampton 

Middlejex 

Forfar ,  &c. 

Beading 

Chefloire 

Boroughbridge 


Hervey,  John 
Hewett,  John 
Holt,  Rowland 
Honey  wood,  Frafer 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  James 
Mawbey,  Jofeph 


Wallingford 
Nottingham  county 
Suffolk 
Steyning 
London 
Wiltjhire 
Marlborough 
Southwark 


Metham,  Sir  G. Montgomery  King f  on  upon  Hull 
Middlefex,  Earl  of  Eajt  Grin  (lead 


Murray,  James 
Noel,  Thomas 
Norris,  John 
Onflow,  George 
Popham,  Edward 
Plumptree,  John 
Praed,  H.  Mackworth 
Pro&or,  Sir  W.  Beauchamp  Middlefex 
Pollington,  Lord  Shoreham 


Wigtownjhire 
Rutlandfhire 
Rye ,  Sujfcx 
Guildford 
Wilts 

Nottingham  town 
St .  Ives 


Powell 
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Powell,  Harcourt 

Newtown  Hants. 

Rolle,  Denys 

Barnfaple 

Savile,  Sir  George 

Torkjhire 

Scawen,  James 

St.  Michael 

Sergifon,  Thomas 

Lewes ,  Sujfex 

Simpfon,  Sir  Edward 

Dover 

Slingfby,  Sir  Henry 

Knarefborough 

Staunton,  Thomas 

Ipfwich 

Thomlinfon,  John 

Steyning 

Townfhend,  Charles 

Great  Yarmouth 

Trifle,  Browfe 

Yotnefs 

Vincent,  Sir  Francis 

Surry 

Whitmore,  Lieut.  Gen.  Wil. 

Bridgnorth  Salop 

Walfh,  John 

IVorcefer 

Willy,  William 

Devizes 

Woodley,  William 

Great  Bedwin 

TELLERS. 


Campbell,  Daniel 
Wilkes,  John 

For  the  affirmative 
For  the  negative 


Lanerkjhire 

Aylefbury 
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SECOND  DIVISION 


Upon  the  Report 
Dec .  10, 

Archer,  Hon.  Andrew 
Baker,  Sir  William 
Butler,  John 
Burrard,  Henry 
Buller,  John 
Cavendifh,  Lord  George 
Cavendifh,  Lord  John 


of  the  Addrefs^ 

1762. 

Coventry 

Pli?npto?i 

Sujfex 

Lymington 

E  aft  loo  e  Cornwal 

Derbyjhire 

Knarefboroiigh 

Dummer 
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Dummer,  Thomas  Lee 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Charles 
Gilmore,  Sir  Alexander 
Grey,  Lord 

Legge,  R. Hon.  Henry Bihon 
Lawrence,  William 
Mellifh,  Jofeph 
Meynell,  Hugo 
Middleton,  Vifcount 
Onflow,  George 
Pelham,  Thomas 
Poole,  Sir  Francis 
Robinfon,  Hon.  Thomas 
Shelley,  John 
Townfhend,  Thomas 
Vernon,  George  Venables 
Villiers,  Lord 
Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas 
Weft,  James 
White,  John 
Wilkinfon,  Andrew 
Winterton,  Lord 


Newport  Hants 

Bury 

E  di nburghjhi  re 

Staff ordfhi  re 

Hants 

Rippon 

Grim/by 

Litchfield 

Neiv  Shorehctm 

Surry 

Suffex 

Lewes 

Chrijl  church 

Eajl  Retford 

Cambridge  univerfity 

Bramber 

Tamworth 

Ajhburton 

St.  Alban's 

Retford 

Aldborough 

Bramber 


TELLERS. 

Cavendifh,  Lord  Frederick  Derby 
Townfhend,  jun.  Thomas  Whitchurch 

For  the  affirmative  *— — —  — 
For  the  negative  a—*®™  — 
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The  Victory  being  as  complete  as  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  could  wifh,  he  had  now  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  try  the  force  of  corruption  a- 
mong  the  people,  in  order  to  obtain  another 

mode 
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of  approbation.  The  Lieutenants  of  the 
counties  had  begging  letters  fent  to  them, 
entreating  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influ¬ 
ence.  The  mayors  and  other  magiflrates 
of  corporations,  the  leading  men  in  foci- 
eties,  and  every  perfon  who  had  influence 
enough  to  colledt  ten  or  twelve  men  toge¬ 
ther,  were  all  applied  to  for  add  relies  on 
the  peace.  The  grave  dignitaries  of  the 
church  extolled  the  glorious  merits  of  this 
blejjed peace.  The  lawyers  upon  their  cir¬ 
cuits,  laid  alide  the  law,  in  their  charges 
to  the  grand  juries,  to  enlarge  upon,  and 
enforce  a  true  knowledge  of  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  peace.  In  Ihort,  no  means* 
honourable  or  bale,  abiedt  or  forcible 
were  left  untried  to  obtain  thefe  proftitute 
addrefles,  in  order  to  confirm  a  favourable 
opinion  of  him  who  did  not  delerve  it,  in 
that  bread:,  where  unhappily  it  had  already 
gained  but  too  fatal  a  foundation.  Some 
of  the  addrefles  came  from  counties  which 
never  met  to  confider  them,  with  fubfcrip- 
tions  mendicated  from  houfe  to  houfe,  of 
fuch  as  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fign 
them.  Others  were  furreptitioufly  procu- 

G  red 
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red  from  packed  affemblies ;  to  which 
thofe  only  were  fecretly  invited,  whole 
fubferviency  to  a  job  was  fecured,  and  op- 
pofed  by  others  accidentally  prefent.  They 
were,  in  general,  devifed  and  dictated  by 
fome  Favourite  Tool  of  adminiftration. 

The  feal  of  the  borough  of  W - - -, 

in  particular,  was  put  to  the  addrefs, 
without  the  knowledge  of  more  than 
three  of  the  corporation  ;  the  reft  difavow- 
ing  the  felonious  add,  when  difeovered. 
The  great  county  of  York,  however,  re¬ 
futed  to  addrefs,  notwithftanding  the  fly 
and  cunning  efforts  of  a  lawyer.  The 
city  of  London  alfo  refufed  to  addrefs, 
notwithftanding  the  private  affurances  of 
fourteen  thoufand  pounds  to  compleai 
their  bridge.  As  did  likewife  the  county 
of  Surry,  and  other  places. 

The  voice  of  the  honeft  independent 
public  was  clear  and  ftrong  againft  the 
terms  of  peace.  They  condemned  it  with 
firmnefs,  temper  and  judgment,  which 
pave  lpirit  to  that  part  of  the  oppofition, 
which  had  little  virtue  of  their  own,  and 
derived  what  they  afterwards  pretended  to 

from 
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from  the  example  of  the  people.  Finding 
their  own  infignificance,  and  ftill  per¬ 
ceiving  who  were  higheft  in  efteem  with 
the  public,  they  folicited  an  union  with 
thofe  who  had  religned  on  account  of  late 
meafures.  The  eRablilhed  reputation  and 
unfhaken  popularity  of  thele  truly  honour¬ 
able  perfons,  convinced  them  that  it  would 
be  folly  to  attempt  an  oppofition  without 
the  fandtion  of  their  names  at  the  head  of 
it ;  which  was  indeed  the  only  Rep  they 
could  take  to  lave  their  own  from  con¬ 
tempt  and  obfcurity.  The  principal  per¬ 
fons  having  confented  to  a  coalition  they 
frequently  dined  together  at  each  other’s 
houfes.  The  firft  dinner  was  given  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  about  the 
middle  of  March,  I/63  j  at  which  were 
prefent  the  Dukes  of  Devonshire,  Bol¬ 
ton,  and  Portland  j  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  j  Earls  Temple,  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  Albemarle,  Ashburnham,  Hard- 
wicke,  Besborough  j  the  Lords  Spen- 
cer,  Sondes,  Grantham,  and  Vil- 

liers  ;  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  j.  Grenvxlle 
and  Sir  George  S  a  vile. 


This 


(  92  ) 

This  union  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
beginning  of  the  oppolition  ;  for  until  it 
took  place  there  cannot  be  faid  to  have 
been  any  regular  and  proper  oppofition 
formed.  And  this  public  meeting,  and 
the  reft  which  followed,  of  which  there 
were  feveral,  confifting  of  the  principals, 
were  to  affure  their  friends,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  at  length  an  unanimous  and  firm 
refolution  was  taken,  to  attempt  the  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  nation  from  Scottilh  op- 
preffion. 

When  the  news  of  this  union  reached 
the  Favourite,  he  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  retiring.  His  elbow  counfel¬ 
ler  endeavoured  to  divide  the  oppolition. 
By  the  affiftance  of  other  perfons,  he  tam¬ 
pered  with  one,  cajoled  with  another;  and, 
with  one  noble  perfonage,  he  carried  on  a 
negotiation  to  nearly  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  Favourite  judging  of  all  the  oppo¬ 
nents,  by  fome  of  the  moll  worthlefs, 
which  he  had  the  happinefs  to  know, 
and  thinking  that  their  objedt  was  indubi¬ 
tably  power,  he  made  an  attempt  to  draw 
off  the  popular  few,  by  offering  to  make 

an 
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an  opening  for  them  to  return  to  the  admi¬ 
nistration.  But  they  Spurned,  with  a  fpirit  of 
indignation,  the  infult  offered  to  their  inte¬ 
grity  ;  and  refufed,  with  a  firmnefs  that  was 
worthy  of  being  an  example  to  others,  to 
defert  their  friends  and  betray  their  country. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  Favourite's  loan.  The  North  Briton's 
account  of  it.  Mr.  Legge’s  opinion  of  it . 

THE  F  avourite’s  public  administra¬ 
tion  is  distinguished  by  only  two 
tranfadtions  more :  one  is,  his  moSt  fcan- 

dalous  and  unjustifiable  profusion  in  nego¬ 
tiating  the  loan  of  3,500,000  1.  for  1763; 
and  the  other,  the  wanton  and  unneceffary 
extension  of  the  Excife  Laws,  in  laying  a 
new  tax  upon  cyder  and  perry. 

The  North  Briton,  whole  Spirited  wai¬ 
tings  kept  the  Favourite  in  perpetual 
alarm,  has  Stated  the  firft  in  a  manner  too 
true,  and  the  whole  is  too  remarkable  to 
be  omitted  here. 

“  The  terms  of  the  new  Subscription 
have  been  fo  injurious  to  the  public,  but 

Q  3  f° 


(  94  ) 

fo  beneficial  to  the  fubfcribers,  that  is,  to 
the  creatures  of  the  miniller,  that  there  was 
immediately  an  advance  of  feven  per  cent, 
and  in  a  very  few  days  of  above  eleven  per 
cent.  I  {hall,  however,  only  date  it  at 
the  even,  round  fum,  of  ten  per  cent* 
that  I  may  not  puzzle  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  T  he  whole  loan  amounted 
to  33500^000  confequently,  in  a  period 
of  a  very  few  days,  the  minider  gave 
among  his  creatures,  and  the  tools  of  his 
power,  350,000!.  which  was  levied  on 
the  public  •  the  mod:  enormous  fum  ever 
divided  in  fo  fhort  a  time  among  any  fet 
of  men.  A  few  of  their  names  I  will 
mention,  to  (hew  in  what  edimation  they 
are  held  by  the  public  :  Meffieurs  Toucher, 
Glover,  Cud  (brother  to  the  able  and 
impartial  Speaker)  Amyand,  Maygens, 
Salvador,  Colebrooke,  Thornton  and  Muil- 
man,  had  each  200,000 1.  of  the  new 
fubfcription,  and,  of  courfe,  almoft  im¬ 
mediately  cleared  20,000  each,  which 
they  have,  or  have  not,  fhared  among  their 
friends.  In  this  indance,  however,  I  dare 
fay,  the  public  will  experience  no  dop- 

page 
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page  of  payment.  Such  bargains  are  more 
likely  to  bring  a  nation,  than  the  proprie¬ 
tors  themfelves,  to  bankruptcy.  In  a  lu¬ 
crative  minifterial  job  of  any  kind,  it  was 
impoffible  the  name  of  Mr.  Fox  could  be 
omitted.  He  had  100,000  1.  that  is, 
10,000  1.  clear  profit.  What  the  jackall 
had,  I  know  not  ;  but  Mr.  Calcraft  (not 
in  M*.  Fox’s  name)  had  upwards  of 
70,000  1.  that  is  the  gift  of  7000  1.  Mr. 
Drummond,  a  Scottifh  banker  (to  whom 
his  countrymen,  while  his  fhop  continued 
open,  had  fuch  obligations  in  1745)  was 
gratified  with  72,000  1.  or,  in  other  words, 
had  7200 1.  given  him.  I  hope  that  this 
douceur  is  really  meant  for  Mr.  Drum¬ 
mond,  and  not  the  minifter’s  poor,  diftref- 
fed  coufin,  and  namefake,  at  Rome.  The 
G  overnors  of  the  Bank,  Robert  Marfli, 
Efq;  had  150,000!.  to  keep  the  gentle¬ 
men  there  in  good  humour  j  and  to  pre- 
ferve  his  own  good  humour,  50,000k 
Lewis  Way,  Efq-,  Sub-governor  of  the 

South-fea,  had  the  fame  fum,  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  Such  douceurs  were  given 

to  luch  perfons,  when  gentlemen  of  the 
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firft  monied  property  in  the  kingdom 


who  had  iubfcribed  the  largeft  fums  in  all 
the  exigencies  of  government,  during  the 
two  laft  wars,  and  who  were  of  known 
affedlion  to  the  Brunfwick  line,  were  re¬ 
filled  any  fhare  •  and  the  reafon  given  to 
iome,  was,  you  are  no  friends  of  the  mi - 
nifter. 

“  This  enormous  fum  of  35©,oool. 
ought  to  have  been  faved  to  the  public.  It 
undoubtedly  might  have  been,  if  a  fair 
bargain  had  been  made  by  honeft  and  in¬ 
telligent  ftewards  of  the  public,  free  from 


(  97  ) 

nomy,  we  fee  this  faving  might  have  been 

made.  If  the  {hilling  in  the  pound  had 

not  been  taken  off  the  land,  the  odious 

tax  on  cyder,  in  its  prefent  oppreffive 

mode,  would  have  been  totally  unnecef- 

fary ;  but  the  excife  laws  feem  to  be  the 

favourite  laws  of  the  new  minifter,  and 

his  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared 

with  a  perfpicuity,  of  which  only  that 

one  head  is  capable,  that  he  was  not  for  an 

Extension  of  the  Excife-laws ,  but  for  an 

^  * 

Enlargement  of  them.  If  there  can 
be  any  meaning  couched  in  fuch  barba- 
rifm,  it  fhould  feem  that  the  hydra  of 
Excife  is  now  to  reach  where  its  cruel 
fangs  never  did  before.  After  the  monfter 
of  Excife  had  been  fo  long  kept  tame, 
this  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  fhould 
imagine,  is  ordered  to  enlarge  his  claws, 
and  then  another  is  to  come  to  extend  his 
accurfed  dominion  through  the  land.  Yet 
(not  to  deviate  from  his  happy  patavimty ) 
all  the  whole  total  is  any  thing  for  peace  and 
quietnefs  fake  ;  and  at  this  time  we  mu  ft 
be  content  to  take  the  thing  rough  as  it 
runs. 
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u  I  defire  likewife  to  Hate  the  cafe  of 
the  lotteries,  and  of  the  grofs  impofitions 
on  the  public,  by  that  part  of  the  late 
bargain.  Lotteries  have  always  been  ob¬ 
jected  to,  as  promoting  the  fpirit  of  gaming, 
fo  peculiarly  pernicious  to  a  commercial 
country.  The  neceflities  of  government, 
during  the  two  late  wars,  forced  this 
meafure:  I  mean  of  a  lottery;  but  this 
year,  the  year  of  peace,  we  are  to  have 
two  lotteries.  To  make  this  fcheme  as 
chargeable  as  poffible  to  the  public,  and 
creative  of  more  jobs,  as  well  as  longer  to 
keep  up  the  fpirit  of  gaming,  the  two 
lotteries  are  to  be  drawn  at  two  different 
times  of  the  year.  A  minifter  who  had 
really  any  love  of  ceconomy,  would  have 
made  the  tickets  duplicates  of  each  other, 
and  have  faved  one  half  of  the  expence  to 
the  public.  The  Earl  of  Bute  chules 
to  parade  about  ceconomy,  at  the  very 
time  he  is  praditing  the  moft  unjuftifiable 
profufion.  In  former  years  the  intereft 
on  the  lottery  annuities  commenced  a  year 
after  the.  bringing  in  the  fcheme,  and  was 
only  three  per  cent.  In  this  frugal  Scottifh 
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adminidration,  it  commences  almod  with 
the  fird  payment,  and  is  four  per  cent. 
I  mull  obferve  how  very  unneceffarily, 
and  even  wantonly,  this  was  done  for 
experience  convinces  us  how  little  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid,  by  the  purchafers  of  lottery 
tickets,  to  the  rate  of  intered  accruing  on 
them. 

“  The  creditors  of  the  public,  for  navy, 
tranfport,  victualling,  and  ordnance  fer- 
vices,  have  at  lead  as  much  merit  with 
the  nation  (whom  they  truded  without 
the  fecurity  of  a  fund,  and  in  dangerous 
times)  and  as  drift  a  right  to  judice,  as 
the  new  creditors  of  this  loan  advanced  in 
the  days  of  peace.  To  the  former  the 
minider  has  thought  it  juft  to  give  a  bare 
four  per  cent,  redeemable  at  pleafure,  to 
commence  from  next  Lady-day.  To  the 
meritorious  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  intered 
commences  upon  the  whole  from  the  fird 
payment,  together  with  two  lottery  tickets 
for  every  iool. 

“  An  open  fubfcription  has  ever  been 
deemed  the  faired  and  mod  (Economical 
method  of  borrowing  money  for  the  pub_ 

lie. 
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1!c*  times  of  war  and  public  diftrefs., 
government,  for  greater  fecurity,  has  been 
obliged  to  have  recourle  to  the  other  more 
confined  mode,  though  fubjedt  to  par¬ 
tiality,  job,  and  influence.  In  thefe  days 
of  peace  and  affluence,  is  there  a  man  who 
doubts  that  an  open  fubfcription  would 
have  been  filled  as  foon  as  made  public> 
even  with  an  overflowing  of  millions? 
But  in  this  cafe  the  hungry  harpies  of  the 
minifler  had  not  feafted  on  the  vitals  of 
their  country.” 

To  the  opinion  of  the  North  Briton 
we  will  add  that  of  Mr.  Legge,  decla¬ 
red  immediately  upon  the  firfl:  appearance 
of  this  infamous  tranfadlion.  He  faid, 

‘  ‘  That,  as  to  the  bargain,  he  thought  it 
“  a  bad  one  ;  for  that  the  Treafury  them- 
“  felves,  in  the  difpofition  they  had  made 
“  of  the  navy  bills  and  ordnance  deben- 
cc  tures,  fuppofed  the  redeemable  four  per 
“  cent,  to  be  at  par  j  that  the  premium, 

“  therefore,  upon  this  bargain,  would  be 
“  whatever  the  rage  for  play  (when  the 
u  gamefters  would  think  they  were  come 
“  for  the  laft  time  to  the  table,  and  with 

“  a 
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«  a  great  deal  of  money  in  their  pockets) 
«  fhould  induce  them  to  give  for  lottery 
cc  tickets.  This  might  go,  efpecially  upon 
<c  two  lotteries,  to  two  or  three  pounds, 
<c  or  more,  per  ticket;  and  then  they 
“  would  give  four,  five,  or  fix  per  cent. 
**  premium,  for  railing,  at  four  per  cent. 
“  at  par,  which  was  enormous.” 

The  next  day  he  further  remarked, 
“  That  it  was  very  poflible,  while  fo 
“  material  an  alteration  between  the  pre- 
“  liminaries  and  the  definitive  treaty,  as 
c<  the  Eaft  India  article,  was  depending,  it 
“  might  making  figning  the  definitive 
‘c  treaty  very  doubtful,  and  confequently 
“  affedt  the  (locks.  But  to  what  purpofe 
“  (he  afked)  is  the  head  of  the  treafury 
“  of  the  cabinet  council,  and  admit- 
“  ted  to  the  knowledge  of  foreign  affairs, 
“  but  to  form  his  domeftic  condudl  up- 
“  on  that  knowledge  ?  and,  therefore, 
“  Why  was  fo  improper  a  feafon  pitched 
“  upon  to  make  the  loan  ?”  This  occa- 

fioned  Mr.  Fox  to  declare,  “  That  the 
treafury  knew  the  definitive  treaty  was 

£C  figned 


(  I°2  ) 

figned  at  the  time  of  making  the 
loan ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  exprefs 
his  wonder  at  the  folly  of  mankind,  to 
“  give  four  or  five  pounds  for  leave  to 

“  tofs  UP  for  ten.”  In  anfwer  to  this, 
Mr.  Legge  faid,  “  That  if  the  treafury 

“  knew  of  the  definitive  treaty’s  being 
“  figned,  they  were  inexcufable  in  not 
“  having  brought  their  loan  to  an  open 
“  fubfcription,  which  was  the  only  fure 
cc  way  to  take  a  teft  of  the  temper  and 
“  folly  of  the  market ;  and  might,  at 

fuch  a  time,  and  for  fo  frnall  a  fum, 
“  have  been  done  with  fafety.” 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Hiftry  of  Excife. 
Proceedings  of  the  City  of  London  :  Of 
both  ELoufes  oj '  Purhunient .  Tanipering 
with  the  City.  A  remarkable  falfty 
detected.  InejfeElual  oppofition. 

THE  experience  of  former  times 
fhews,  that  the  Excife  laws  origi¬ 
nally,  and  every  extenfion  of  them  after¬ 
wards 
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wards,  have  always  met  with  great  oppo“ 
fition  from  the  people  of  England  ;  and 
have,  fometimes,  occafioned  the  ruin  of 
thofe  Statefmen  who  have  either  introdu¬ 
ced,  or  attempted  to  introduce  them :  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  not  a  little  furprizing,  that  a  mi- 
nifter  fo  exceedingly  unpopular  as  the  Fa* 
vourite  was,  fhould  have  the  temerity  to 
hazard  a  meafure  fo  extremely  oppofite  to 

the  genius  of  the  whole  Englilh  nation,  and 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  old  Englilh  confti- 
tution  :  all  which  he  could  not  but  know, 
and,  as  a  firft  minifter,  ought  to  have  been 
•well  acquainted  with  :  for  a  great  minifter 
(fuch  as  the  Favourite  was  pretended  to 
be)  will  always  confider  the  temper  of 
the  people,  and  fet  the  example  of  former 
times  before  him,  previous  to  his  taking 
any  ftep  which  can  be  faid  to  be  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  them.  But  whatever  were  his 
motives,  certain  it  is,  that  finding  the 
public  odium  increafe  on  all  fides  againfl: 
him,  lorne  of  his  friends  declared,  while 

this  bill  was  in  agitation,  that  as  loon  as 
it  fhould  be  palled,  he  would  relinquilh 

his  public  character  of  minifter. - Per- 
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haps  the  beft  vindication  of  him  in  this 
meafure,  is,  that  he  was  determined  to 
Unifh  his  adm indexation  as  he  had  begun 
it  ;  that  is,  like  a  true  Stuart  ;  for  the 
Excife  was  the  darling  of  the  Stuarts  : 
they  imported,  nurfed,  and  adopted,  this 
Favourite  Son  of  Tyranny  ;  and  it  is  to 
them  we  are  beholden  for  the  ravages 
which  this  deftrudtive  cnonfter  has  made 
of  our  Liberties. 

A  fhort  hiftory  of  the  Excife  may  not 
be  improper  in  this  place,  which,  on  ma¬ 
ny  accounts,  is  interefting,  and  from  which 
even  minifters  may  draw  an  ufeful  lelfon. 

The  Excife  was  a  projedt  fent  from  Italy 
to  King  James,  in  the  year  1618,  as  a 
compleat  plan  of  revenue  and  power.  He 
adopted  itj  but  on  propofing  it  to  his 
Privy  Council,  was  diffuaded  from  it. 
His  fucceffor,  Charles  I.  took  it  up  in  the 
year  1628,  and  ilfued  a  commiffion  of 
Excife,  accompanied  with  a  Jecret  levy  of 
troops  abroad,  to  fecure  its  fuccefs  j  but  it 
wasdifcovered  by  Parliament, oppofed,  and 
after  fome  flruggle,  in  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  voted  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to 

that 
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that  Excife,  “  Enemies  to  the  State,  and 
no  true  Englifhmen.”  The  King  was 
forced  to  give  it  up  •  and  they  foon  after 
impeach’d  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
for  Excifing  them.  After  the  troubles  be¬ 
gan,  the  Parliament  itfelf  eftablifhed  an 
Excife  by  law  in  1643.  It  made  the 
people  uneafy,  fo  that  Parliament  promifed 
by  the  Judges  on  their  Circuits,  in  1645, 
that  it  fhould  be  taken  off  as  foon  as 
the  urgency  of  the  war  was  over.  Soon 
after  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries  was 
abolifhed,  and  the  Excife  was  likewife 
rejlrained  to  V iB nailers.  Some  attempts 
were  made  in  the  Protectorate  to  extend 
and  perpetuate  the  Excife,  but  they  came 
to  nothing.  At  the  Reftoration  in  1660, 
it  was  propofed  to  give  the  Crown  the 
Excife,  retrained  to  Victuallers,  in  lieu  of 
wards  and  liveries,  and  knight  fervice. 
This,  however,  was  much  oppofed,  and 

it  was  propofed  rather  to  fix  and  regulate 
1  the  old  powers  of  that '  feudal  Court ; 
but  the  Court  had  a  mind  to  the  Ex¬ 
cife,  and  carried  it,  though  retrained,  but 
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by  two,  viz.  *49  to  151.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  bill,  an  artful  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  Excife  to  private  houfes, 
under  the  pretence  of  levying  a  duty 
on  the  makers  of  cyder  andperry  ;  but 
the  Parliament  perceived  the  fnare,  and, 
on  the  queftion,  rejected  the  propo- 
fal.  The  Excife  has  ever  lince  been 
confined  to  Traders  and  Victuallers.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole’s  extenfion  of  it  to  the 
Cuftoms,  was  oppofed  as  a  precedent  that 
might  bring  it  to  private  houfes.  Sir 
Robert  propofed,  as  a  remedy,  to  regulate 
the  powers  of  Excife,  by  an  appeal ;  but 
this  did  not  fatisfy,  and  having  confefs’d 
the  grievance  by  propofing  a  remedy 
(the  oppofite  party  too  being  Itrong)  he 
was  forced  to  drop  it ;  and  thus  it  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  prefent  fcheme.  This  was 
.firft  brought  in  as  a  fcheme  of  fupply, 
without  extending  the,  Excife,  confining 

the  duty,  which  was  much  heavier  than 
what  was  afterwards  fixed  by  the  aCt,  to 

the  Victualler.  This  the  country  gentle¬ 
men  did  not  relifh,  and  the  court  feeming 

to 
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to  attend  to  them,  chang’d  the  mode, 
extended  the  Excife  to  private  houfes, 
and  lower’d  the  duty  *.  The  country 

gentlemen  feeing  the  tax  lower’d,  feemed 
not  to  regard  the  power  of  the  Excife, 
till  they  felt  it,  and  then  in  vain,  or  not 
in  earneft,  oppofed  it. 

One  thing,  however,  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  bill  was  hurried  through 
both  houfes  with  fuch  remarkable  and 
lingular  difpatch,  that  there  was  not  time 
for  the  fufferers  to  petition  and  remon- 
ftrate  againft  it.  But  the  city  of  London 
immediately  met  in  the  Guildhall,  and 
with  a  fpirit  of  liberty  deferving  the  high- 
eft  commendations,  unanimoufly  deter-p 
mined  to  prefent  petitions  to  the  three 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  againft  a  bill 
which  they  could  not  but  confider  as  an 
invafion  of  the  natural  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  their  fellow  fubjedts.  The  pro- 

*  The  original  plan,  was  ten  {hillings  on  the 
retailer ,  then  on  the  firft  buyer ,  and  next  four  {hil¬ 
lings  on  the  grower ;  and  this  1  aft  was  only  pitch’d 
upon  after  the  bill  had  half  patted  the  houfe,  having 
gone  thro*  the  committee. 

H  2  ceedings 
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ceedings  cf  the  city  the  reader  will  lee 
in  the  note 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  bill  was 
fharply  contefted,  and  there  were  no  lefs 

than  fix  divifions  upon  it.  However,  all 
proved  ineffectual.  The  bill  was  fent  up  to 
the  Lords.  The  day  of  the  fecond  reading, 
the  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was 

prefen  ted 

*  At  a  Co'iTrt  of  Common  Council,  held  In  Guildhall  on 
Tuefday  the  2 id  of  March ,  1763,  the  following 
reprefentation  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  L^onilon^  to  their  Reprefenta- 
ttves ,  in  relation  to  the  original  bill  for  laying  an 
Excife  on  Cyder ,  tsc.  was  agreed  to . 

“  THIS  court  cannot  forbear  expreffing  to  you 
their  furprife  at  the  precipitate  progrefs  which  has  been 
made  in  a  new  attempt  towards  a  General  Excife. 

4  c  The  extenfion  of  Excife  laws  into  private  houfes, 
whereby  the  fubjedt  is  made  liable  to  a  frequent  and 
arbitrary  vihtation  of  officers,  and  the  judicial  deter- 
mination  of  commiffioners  removeable  at  pleafure,  is 
in  confident  with  thofe  principles  of  liberty,  which 
have  hitherto  diftinguifhed  this  nation  from  arbitrary 

•governments.  , 

44  An  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt.  made 

fo  immediately  after  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war, 
anj  at  a  time  when  we  had  jull  leafon  to  expedf  to 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace,  demands  your  ferious 

attention. 

46  And  this  court  doth  remark,  that  whatever 
mav  be  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  the  fmallnefs  of 
the"  fum  indicates  that  cannot  be  the  o ply  motive  to 
'foextra  ordinary  a  mealure. 
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prefented  againft  it  by  Lord  Temple.  At 
the  lame  time  the  Favourite  was  told,  by 
his  friend  Sir  John  Phillips,  who  laid 
he  had  been  informed  by  Sir  Richard 
Glyn,  that  there  was  another  petition 

ready 

“  For  thefe  reafons,  this  court  doth  moft  earneftly 
recommend  your  conftant  attendance  in  parliament, 
and  utmoft  endeavours  to  oppofe  every  enlargement 
and  extenfion  of  the  powers  of  Excife,  and  that  you 
do  not  conceal  from  the  public  any  fuch  attempt* 
nor  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  amufed  by  any  plaufible 
alteration  in  the  bill,  fubje&ing  the  makers  of  cyder 
and  perry  to  Excife  laws.” 

After  which,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion 
put.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that  a  peti¬ 
tion  be  prepared  to  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  againft  fo  much  of  a  bill  now  depending  in 
that  honourable  Houfe,  for  granting  to  his  Majefty 
an  additional  duty  on  wine,  cyder  and  perry,  as 
relates  to  the  fubjeefting  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry  to  the  Excife  laws.  The  fame  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  this  court  doth  nominate  and  appoint 

aldermen. 

Sir  Thomas  Rawlinfon,  Sir  John  Cartwright, 

Sir  William  Stephenfon,  Samuel  Turner,  Efq; 

COM  M  ONERS, 

Mr.  Deputy  Francis  Ellis,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman, 
Mr.  Deputy  Rob.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Deputy  Jn.  Morrey, 
George  Bellas,  Efq;  Mr.  Arthur  Beardmore, 

Mr.  Henry  Major,  Mr.  John  Newcombe, 

To  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  faid  petition,  who 
having  withdrawn,  returned,  and  prefenting  a  draught 

H  3  of 
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ready  to  be  prefented  to  the  King.  Wound¬ 
ed  to  the  quick  by  a  refolution  to  carry  the 
voice  of  the  people  to  the  throne  without 
his  intervention,  he  diredtly  fent  Sir  John 

Phil- 


of  a  petition,  the  fame  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
in  the  following  words: 

To  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great -Britain 

In  Parliament  ajfembled , 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common- 
Council  aftembled, 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  petitioners  have  obferved,  by  the 
votes  of  this  honourable  houfe,  that  a  bill  is  now 
depending  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional 
duty  on  wine,  cyder  and  perry  j  which  bill,  your 
petitioners  have  been  informed,  fubjedfs  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  laws  of  Excife. 

That  your  petitioners,  with  the  deepeft  concern, 
cannot  help  confidering  this  unexpected  proceeding  as 
.  preparatory  to  a  general  extenfion  of  thofe  grievous 
laws  ;  for  when  new  orders  of  men,  by  fituation  and 
profellion  diftin&  from  traders,  are  rendered  objedls 
of  the  Excife  laws,  the  precedent  is  formidable,  not 
to  commerce  only,  but  hath  a  fatal  tendency,  which 
your  petitioners  tremble  to  think  of. 

That  as  every  attempt  to  enlarge  the  dominion  of 
the  Excife  mu  ft  awaken  your  petitioners  fears,  it  will 
alfo  juftify  their  dutiful  reprefentations  to  this  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  the  guardians  of  liberty. 

That  after  all  the  burdens  fo  chearfully  borne,  all 
the  hardfhips  fo  patiently  endured,  and  all  the  blood 
l o  freely  fpilt  in  fupport  of  the  latej’uft,  glorious  and 

fuccefsful 
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Phillips  to  allure  the  leveral  gentlemen 
of  the  city  committee,  who  were  at  that 
time  in  the  lobby,  that  if  they  would  flop 

their  petition  to  the  King,  L.  B.  would 

pro- 


fuccefsful  war,  your  petitioners  mod  humbly  hope, 
that  the  meritorious  fubje&s  of  this  country  may  not 
feel  the  extenfion  of  excife  laws  amongft  the  firft  -f£.' 
fruits  of  peace. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  mod  humbly  pray, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill,  as  fubje&s  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  powers  of  excife,  may  not 
pafs  into  a  law. 

Jnd  your  petitioners  Jkall  ever  pray . 

’  This  petition  not  having  thedefired  effe&,  another 
court  of  Common-council  was  held  on  Monday  the 
28th  of  March,  1763,  when  a  motion  was  made, 
and  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  court  to  prefent  an  humble  petition  to  every 
branch  of  the  legiflature,  before  whom  the  bill,  fub- 
je&ing  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry  to  excife  laws, 
{hall  depend. 

Whereupon  the  fame  perfons  who  had  drawn  up 
the  former  petition  were  appointed  to  be  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  prepare  two  more,  one  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
and  the  other  to  his  Majefty  ;  except  Mr.  Alderman 
Blunt,  and  Mr.  Deputy  Long,  who  were  chofen  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Alderman  Turner,  and  Mr.  De¬ 
puty  Ellis. 

The  committee  having  withdrawn,  returned,  and 
prefented  the  draft  of  a  petition  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (which  was  in  the  fame 
words  as  the  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  and 
the  fame  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  They  alfo  pre- 
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promife,  that  the  adt  lhould  be  repealed 
next  year.  Upon  which  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  faid,  Who  can  undertake  for  L.  B’s 
being  Minifter  next  year  5  or  for  his  ha¬ 
ving  the  fame  influence  then,  as  now? 
Therefore  they  inftantly  defpifed  fuch  a 
wretched  and  invidious  attempt, to  difluade 
them  from  their  fteady  and  laudable  pur- 
pole,  and  declared,  they  would  not  trufl:  to 

L.  B’s 

fented  the  draught  of  a  petition  to  the  King’s  moft 

excellent  majefty,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  following 
words : 

To  the  KIN  G’s  moil  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  aftembled, 

Moft  humbly  fheweth, 

TH  A  F  your  petitioners  are  fully  convinced,  that 
the  cohering  the  duties  intended  to  be  laid  upon  the 
makers  of  cyder  and  perry,  by  way  of  Excife,  is  not, 
nor  can,  in  many  inftances,  be  fo  regulated,  but 
that  it  will  occafion  numberlefs  difficulties  and  quef- 
tions. 

(  That  the  method  of  trial  and  decifion  of  Excife 
difputes  are  founded  only  in  neceffity,  being  in  their 
nature  arbitrary  and  inconhftent  with  the  principles  of 
liberty,  and  the  happy  conftitution  of  your  Majefty’s 
government. 

1  hat  the  expofing  private  houfes  to  be  entered 
into,  and  fearched  at  pleafure,  by  perfons  unknown, 
wiM  be  a  badge  of  llavery  upon  your  people. 


That 
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L.  B’s  promife  j  and  firmly  allured  him 
of  their  fixed  intention  to  adhere  to  their 
refolution  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs.  In  the 
evening  a  card  from  Mr.  Jenkinfon^  at 
that  time  L.  B’s.  Secretary,  was  brought 
to  Sir  James  Hodges,  Town-Clerk  of  the 
city,  defiring  him  to  come  next  morning 
to  L.  B’s.  in  South  Audley  ftreet.  Sir 
James  obeyed  the  meffage,  and  was  in- 


That  your  petitioners,  firmly  confiding  in  your 
Majefty’s  gracious  favour,  and  filled  with  a  moft 
humble  and  grateful  fenfe  of  your  paternal  affedlion 
for  your  people,  moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty 
to  protedl  their  liberty,  and  to  keep  them  happy  and  . 
at  eafe,  free  from  the  appreheniion  of  being  difturbed 
in  their  property  ;  by  which  your  Majefty  will  eredl  a 
lading  monument  of  your  goodnefs  in  every  houfe  in 
the  kingdom. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  implore 
your  Majefty,  that  you  will  not  give  your  royal  aflent 
to  fo  much  of  the  bill,  as  fubjedls  the  makers  of  cyder 
and  perry  to  Excife  laws. 

And  your  petitioners  Jhall  ever  pray • 

This  laft  petition  was  complained  of,  as  unconfti- 
tutional ;  and  in  fome  meafure  it  certainly  was,  for  it 
folicited  the  King  to  withhold  his  confent  to  only  a 
part  of  the  bill,  which  he  could  by  no  means  do  ;  for 
he  is  not  invefted,  by  the  conftitution,  with  any 
power  to  make  the  leaft  alteration  in  either  public  or 
private  bills ;  he  muft  either  pafs  or  rejedt  them  wholly 
as  they  are  lad  before  him. 


troduced 
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t reduced  to  the  Minifter  by  his  Secretary. 
The  Minifter  defiled  he  would  go  and  ac¬ 
quaint  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
that  if  the  petition  to  the  King  was  not 
prefented,  he  would  promife  to  get  the  adt 
repealed  next  fefiion.  Sir  James  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  feveral  of  the  gentlemen, 
and  collected  as  many  as  he  could  to  his 
office  in  Guildhall  ;  where  he  told  them 
what  had  pafled  between  the  Minifter 
and  himfelf :  but  they  defpifed  and  laugh¬ 
ed  at  the  tale,  alluring  him  it  was  only 
a  repetition  of  what  had  been  faid  to  them 
the  day  before.  A  fhort  time  after  Lord 
Temple  happened  to  take  notice  of  thefe 
fecret  and  fcandalous  tamperings  with  the 
city.  Upon  which,  the  Favourite  got  up 
and  allured  his  auditors,  upon  his  honour, 
that  he  had  never  promifed  dire&ly,  nor 
indiredtlv,  his  endeavours  to  procure  a 
repeal  of  the  cyder  adt,  if  the  city  of 
London  would  withdraw  their  petition  to 
the  King  againft  paffing  it ;  and  that  the 
whole  of  fuch  report  was  a  fadtious  lie. 
This  aflertion  was  confidered  as  going  fo 
very  ftrong  againft  Sir  James  Hodges,  that 
,  doubts 
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doubts  began  to  arife  whether  he  had  not 
been  too  officious  in  his  late  conference  with 
the  Minifter ;  and  a  court  of  Common- 
council  was  called  to  make  enquiry 
into  his  conduct  At  this  enquiry, 
which  was  upon  oath,  the  above  ladts  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  entire  fatisfadtion  of  all  pre¬ 
sent  ;  which  clearly  fhewed  who  was  the 

liar. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  alfo  the  bill  un¬ 
derwent  a  very  fevere  animadverfion,  On 
the  fecond  reading  the  following  proteft 
was  entered. 

Die  Luna  28  Martii ,  1763. 

THE  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  intituled. 

An  adt  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral 
additional  duties  upon  wines  imported 
into  this  kingdom,  and  certain  duties  on 
all  cyder  and  perry  ;  and  for  railing  the 
fum  of  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  by  way  of  annuities  and 
lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties ; 

The  faid  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fe¬ 
cond  time. 

And  it  being  propofed  to  commit  the 
bill ;  The 
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The  fame  was  obje&ed  to. 

After  a  long  debate  thereupon 

The  queftion  was  put.  Whether  this 
bill  fhall  be  committed  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Contents,  72 

Proxies,  1 1 

Not  Contents,  48 
Proxies,  x  £  49 

Diffentient. 

1  ft.  Becaufe  we  conceive  there  would 
have  accrued  lefs  detriment  to  the  public 
by  rejedting  this  bill,  than  by  agreeing  to 
it ;  fince  it  would  have  been  eafy,  had  the 
bill  been  rejected,  to  have  provided  the 
necefiary  fupplies  by  fome  other  ways  and 
means,  lefs  dangerous  to  the  public  Li¬ 
berty  than  the  extenfion  of  the  laws  of 
excife,  over  new  orders  of  men,  who,  by 
mere  ignorance  and  inadvertency,  may  be 
fubjedled  to  the  fevereft  penalties  for  things 
done  in  the  common,  ordinary,  and  ne- 
celfary  management  of  their  farms. 

2dly.  Becaufe  blending  diftindl  matters 
in  the  fame  money-bill,  lays  this  Houfe 
under  the  utmoft  difficulties }  lince  the 
alteration  made  by  this  Houfe,  to  any 

-  parts 
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parts  of  fuch  bill,  may  be  an  unavoidable 
obftrudion  to  other  parts  of  it,  lefs  liable 
to  objection,  and  requiring  greater  expedi¬ 
tion  and  difpatch :  and  we  conceive,  that 
to  tack  unto  fuch  a  bill,  matters,  which, 
for  many  reafons,  ought  to  be  kept  fepa- 
rate  and  diftind,  is  deftrudive  of  all  free¬ 
dom  of  debate  and  all  due  deliberation, 
unparliamentary,  highly  derogatory  to  the 
privilege  of  the  Peers,  and  may  be  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  fuch 
parts  of  the  faid  bill  as  extend  the  laws 
of  Excife  over  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry,  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjed,  but  particularly  ofFen- 
live  to  the  dignity  and  privilege  of  the 
Peers  ;  lince  their  houfes  may  be  vifited 
and  fe  arched,  and  they  themfelves  may 
incur  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  to  be  le¬ 
vied  upon  them  by  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
and  Commillioners  of  the  Excife  :  we  are 
therefore  doubly  called  upon  to  diftent 

from  the  pafling  of  this  bill,  by  a  due  and 
juft  fenfe  of  the  dignity  and  privilege  of 

the 
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the  Peerage,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to  the 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  people,  of 
which  this  Houfe  hath  been  always  ef- 
teemed  the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guar¬ 
dians. 

4thly.  Becaufe  when  we  confider  the 
great  number  of  families,  over  whom  and 
their  pofterities  the  laws  of  Excife  are  ex¬ 
tended  by  this  bill,  the  incapacity  of  far¬ 
mers  to  comply  with  it,  not  only  in  refped 
to  their  ignorance,  but  to  the  nature  of 
their  bufinefs  ;  the  heavy  penalties  impofed 
for  involuntary  offences  ;  the  fummary  and 
arbitrary  method  of  trying  and  determining 
thofe  offences,  and  of  levying  thofe  penal¬ 
ties  i  the  great  and  expenfive  increafe  of 
officers  to  be  employed  in  colleding  an 
inconfiderable  and  very  uncertain  revenue; 
and  the  influence  of  thofe  officers,  which, 
in  critical  times,  may  be  employed  to  the 
worft  of  purpofes;  we  cannot  but  be  mod 
ferioufly  alarmed  at  a  ftretch  of  power,  fo 
wide,  fo  unneceffary,and  fo  unconftitutional. 

Foley, 

Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
Willoughby  de  Broke. 

On 
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On  the  third  reading,  which  was  only 
two  days  afterwards,  there  was  another 
divifion,  and  a  fecond  proteft,  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  the  Lords  in  the  Minority : 

Dukes  of  Grafton,  Bolton,  Devonfhire, 

Newcafile,  and  Portland. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham. 

Earls  of  Suffolk,  Plymouth,  Oxford, 
Ferrers,  Dartmouth,  Briftol,  Afhburnham, 
Temple,  Cornwallis,  Hardwicke,  and 
Fauconberg. 

Vifcounts  Torrington,  Folkeftone,  and 
Spencer. 

Lords  Abergavenny,  Willoughby  de 
Broke,  Ward,  Foley,  Ducie,  Monfon, 
Fortefcue,  Archer,  Ponfonby,  Walpole, 
Lyttelton,  Sonds,  Grantham,  and  Grofve- 
nor. 

Bilhops  of  Ely,  Hereford,  Worcefter, 
Lichfield,  Norwich,  Lincoln,  Chichefter, 
St.  Afaph,  and  Oxford. 

And  the  following  proteft  was  entered: 

Diffentient, 

iff.  Becaufe  by  this  bill  our  fellow- 
fubjedts,  who  from  the  growth  of  their 
own  oichards  make  cyder  and  perry,  are 
iubjedted  to  the  moft  grievous  mode  of 

Excife  j 
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Excife;  whereby  private  houfes  of  peers, 
gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  farmers,  are 
made  liable  to  be  entered  and  fearched  at 
pleafure.  We  deem  this  to  be  not  only 
an  intolerable  oppreffion,  affedting  private 
property,  and  deftrudtive  of  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  private  families ;  but,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  one  of  the  firft  gracious  adts  of 
liberty,  palled  by  our  gracious  deliverer. 
King  William  the  third,  repealing  the 
hearth  money,  “  a  badge  of  flavery.” 

2dly.  Becaufe  we  think  we  owe  it  to  our 
countrymen,  who  have  fo  chearfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  great  load  of  taxes,  which 
have  been  found  necefiary,  in  fupport  of  a 
juft*  profperous,  and  glorious  war;  by 
every  means  in  our  power  to  mark  our 
high  difapprobation  of  the  terms  upon 
which  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  have  been  borrowed  on  this 
loan,  without  any  material  alteration 
iince  in  the  ftate  of  the  public  cre¬ 
dit;  an  enormous  profit  of  above 
three  hundred  and  fiftv  thoufand 
pounds  is  already  made  by  fuch  perfons  as 
have  been  favoured  with  lhares  in  this  pri¬ 
vate 
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vate  fubfcription.  We  apprehend  that, 
in  time  of  peace,  an  open  fubfcription  had 
not  only  been  the  faireft,  but  the  cheapeft 
method  of  borrowing  any  fums,  which 
the  neceffities  of  the  public  might  call  for. 
It  appears  to  us,  by  the  votes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  on  the  8th  of  this 
inftant,  March,  this  bargain  was  fir  ft 
confented  to  by  them  j  whereby  a  redeem¬ 
able  annuity  of  four  per  cent,  is  given  to 
certain  perfons,  who  offered  to  advance 
this  loan.  No  lefs  than  two  lotteries  in 
one  year,  are  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
without  any  urgent  neceflity,  eftablifhed 
in  the  days  of  peace,  to  the  no  fmall 
excitement  of  the  pernicious  fpirit  of 
gaming,  which  cannot  be  too  much  dif- 
countenanced  by  every  ftate,  governed  by 
wifdom,  and  a  fober  regard  to  the  morals 
of  the  people.  Two  lottery  tickets,  bear¬ 
ing  four  per  cent,  intereft,  from  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1763,  are  allowed  at  ten 
pounds  each,  to  every  fubfcriber  of  eighty 
pounds  :  whereas,  intereft  at  three  per 
cent,  and  that  to  commence  only  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  year,  hath  been  given  upon  former 

I  lotteries, 
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lotteries,  during  the  higheft  exigencies  of 
the  public  ■  at  a  time  too,  when  there  was 
in  contemplation  a  lofs  of  no  lets  than 
thirty  per  cent,  upon  every  blank  and  every 
prize ;  and  when  no  lefs  a  fum  than  twelve 
millions  was  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  government.  On  the  8th  of  this  in- 
ftant,  aforefaid,  and  for  feveral  days  pre¬ 
ceding,  the  general  price  of  Hock  was 
very  much  ‘  upon  an  equality  with  that 
which  they  bear  at  prefent  ;  nor  hath  any 
confiderable  variation  happened  in  the 
great  three  per  cent,  and  four  per  cent, 
annuity  funds  lince  that  time,  The  re- 
deemable  annuity,  exclufive  of  the  profit 
fo  certainly  to  be  made  upon  the  lottery 
tickets,  fells  at  a  premium  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  and'  the  advantage  made 
upon  the  whole  loan,  including  that  on 
the  lottery  tickets,  is  from  ten  to  eleven 
per  cent,  clear  profit }  whereby  an  exor¬ 
bitant  gain  arifes  to  individuals  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public. 

For  thefe  cogent  and  unrefuted  reafons 
we  have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
withstand,  at  the  outfet,  fuch  alarming 

pro- 
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proceedings ;  fo  repugnant  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  ceconomy,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty}  and  by  this  folemn  teftimony  to 
declare,  that  we  are  determined,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  endeavour  to  protect,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  the  meaneft  of  our  fellow 
fubjedts  from  oppreffion  of  every  kind. 

Temple, 
Bolton, 
Forte  fcue. 

This  was  the  firft  time  the  Lords  were 
ever  known  to  divide  upon  a  money  bill. 

The  arguments  made  ufe  of  in  fupport 
of  the  bill  were  briefly  thefe.  That  there 
had  been  many  years  a  confiderable  duty 
on  malt,  which  had  been  lately  encreafed } 
that  at  the  fame  time  the  inhabitants  of 
the  cyder  counties,  and  thofe  who  had 
opportunities  of  buying  immediately  from 
the  grower,  drank  cyder  and  perry  as  the 
fubftitutes  of  malt  liquor,  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  duty  at  all  r  and  that  there  was  a 
very  high  tax  upon  beer,  and  very  fmall 
one  upon  cyder.  This  way  of  reafoning 
was  certainly  captivating,  becaufe  a  pro- 
pofal  for  equality  carries  with  it  its  own 

I  2  recom- 
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recommendation.  It  was  acknowledged} 
that  the  excife  was  a  grievous  mode  of 
taxation,  but  it  was  affirmed  to  be  the  beft 

for  the  revenue  for  many  obvious  reafons  : 

•¥  .■  ♦ 

and  that  the  other  branches  of  excife  were 
far  more  grievous.  And,  in  particular, 
a  kind  of  parallel  was  drawn  between 
the  Cyder-maker,  the  Hop-grower,  and 
Maltfter :  “  The  firft  had  a  liberty  of 
compounding  for  two  ffiillings  an  head ; 
after  which  neither  his  houfe  nor  even  or¬ 
chard  could  be  entered  by  any  officer,  ex¬ 
cept  as  any  other  private  houfe  in  the 
kingdom  may,  by  oath  of  a  fufpicion  of 
fmuggled  goods.  The  Compounder  too 
had  a  right  to  fell  cyder,  upon  fending 
for  an  officer  to  gauge  what  he  wanted  to 
difpofe  ofj  and  fuch  an  officer  durft  not 
enter  any  place  but  where  he  was  directed, 
being  obliged  to  gauge  it  at  his  ftreet- 
door  if  the  compounder  ordered  him. 
How  different  is  the  cafe  with  the  Hop- 
grower  and  Maltfter  !  They  are  both  ex- 
pofed  to  a  Survey :  The  former,  whether 
he  fells  or  not  ;  and  the  latter  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  fell,  even  though  he  compounds, 

without 
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without  entering  himfelf  as  a  dealer.  The 
Grower  of  Hops  has  often  his  very  bed¬ 
chamber  vifited  by  an  Excifeman ;  for  the 
poorer  fort  of  farmers  are  obliged  to  dry 
and  weigh  their  hops  in  their  own  houfes. 
Another  advantage  which  the  Maker  of 
Cyder  enjoyed,  was,  that  he  might,  if  he 
thought  proper,  only  enter  himfelf  while 
his  cyder  was  making,  and  have  had  the 
whole  quantity  charged  with  the  duty  ; 
after  which  he  might  have  withdrawn  his 
entry,  and  the  officer  could  have  had  no 
further  right  to  come  near  him,  ’till  he  re¬ 
newed  it  the  following  year.” 

Thefe  arguments  prevailed,  and  the  bill 
received  the  royal  aflent.  Without  doors 
fome  of  the  beft  advocates  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  confefled  the  adt  to  have  been 
-precipitate  and  impolitic.  Pretty  heavy 
charges  againft  a  tax,  which  ought  to  have 
been  contrived  with  deliberation  and  wif- 
dom !  Certain  it  is,  that  the  difeontents 
which  it  produced  in  the  cyder  counties, 
feemed  to  threaten  the  internal  peace  of 
thofe  parts  j  and  government  was  fo  fe- 
rioufiy  alarmed  by  the  probability  of  po- 

I  3  pular 
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pular  tumults,  that  they  immediately  or¬ 
dered  feveral  bodies  of  troops  to  march 
towards  the  different  fcenes  of  expected 
difturbance,  and  there  to  form  a  line  of 
fome  hundred  miles  in  length,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  this  unconftitu- 
tional  law. 

CHAP.  X. 

The  Earl  of  Bute  refolves  to  refign.  Again 
attempts  to  divide  the  Oppoftion ;  is 
foiled.  Promifes  never  more  to  interfere 
in  Public  Affairs .  Provides  for  his  re¬ 
lations.  Refigns  ;  and  retires.  The  Lords 
Le  Defpencer  and  Holland  created.  Re¬ 
marks  on  Lord  Bute's  difntereftednefs. 

TH  E  ferment  which  the  new  Ex- 
cife  law  occafioned  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  added  to  that  which  had  already  been 
-railed  by  the  other  meafures  of  the  Mi- 
nifter,  fo  apparently  endangered  his  fitu- 
ation,  that  he  prudently  refolved  to  retire 
from  the  fform,  which  indeed  feemed  to 
be  gathering  thick  over  his  head,  and  to 

threaten 
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threaten  his  deftruttion.  He  found  ai¬ 
med  the  whole  Englilh  nation  fo  incen- 
fed  againft  him,  that,  in  all  probability,  hc 
conhdered  it  much  better  to  reiign,  than, 
by  a  continuance  in  office,  to  perfevere  in 
provoking  the  refentment  of  the  people, 
whole  indignation  he  had  already  experi¬ 
enced  and  whole  rage  might,  one  day 
or  other,  prove  fatal  to  him.  However, 
it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  public 
hatred  was  in  fome  meafure  incited,  and 
to  a  very  great  degree  increafed,  by  the 
political  writings  againft  him  :  particularly^ 
and  principally,  by  the  paper  called  the 
North  Briton,  which  for  four  and  forty 
weeks  fo  clofely  purfued  and  perfecuted 
him,  that  it  may,  with  the  ftridteft  juf- 
tice,  be  faid,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  in- 

*  He  received  two  remarkable  inftances  of  this  ; 
the  firft  was  as  he  was  going  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London’s  entertainment  at  the  Guildhall,  when,  al¬ 
though  he  was  efcorted  by  a  number  of  Prize-fight¬ 
ers,  yet  he  was  attacked  by  the  populace,  his  gua/d 
put  to  flight,  his  carriage  broke,  and  himfelf  very 
narrowly  efcaped  the  flroke  of  a  club  :  the  other 
was,  as  he  was  going  to  the  Parliament  Houfe,  when 
the  civil  power  preferved  him. 


trepidity, 
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trepidity,  wit  and  fatire  of  that  ingenious  ' 
and  public-fpirited  writer. 

As  foon  as  the  Excife  law  had  received 
the  Royal  aflent,  the  Minifter  began  to 
make  preparations  for  his  refignation. 
His  firft  care  was  to  provide  fucceffors ; 
and  in  this  he  attempted  to  imitate  the 
conduit  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who, 
previous  to  his  refignation,  had  tampered 
with  and  found  means  to  divide  the  op- 
pofition,  and  to  compofe  an  adminiftration 
of  only  fuch  as  he  could  truft.  But  the 
Earl  of  Bute  did  not  find,  among  the 
leaders  in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  the 
fame  difpofition  for  places  which  Sir 
Robert  had  experienced  among  the  fore- 
raoft  of  his  antagonifts  in  1,742.  The 
former  were  thofe  who  had  abhorred 
that  defertion  at  the  period  of  its  appear¬ 
ance,  and  had  too  much  honour  to  be 
guilty  of  that  crime  themfelves,  which 
they  had  fo  feverely  ftigmatized  in  others. 

It  is  true,  there  were  feveral  perfons  of 
high  rank  and  great  parliamentary  in  te  re  ft 
in  the  oppofition  in  1762,  who  would 
gladly  have  accepted  the  Favourite’s  offers; 

but 
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but  he  rightly  confidered,  that  thefe,  ab- 
ftiadled  from  their  friends,  were  of  no 
eftimation  with  the  public.  Having 
therefore  met  with  a  refufal  from  the  men 
of  conference,  he,  for  a  time  at  leaft, 
caft  afide  all  thoughts  of  the  oppofition 
and  determined  to  try  another  fet ;  which 
were  no  other  than  the  principals  of  thofe 
who  had  fupported  him  in  office.  Thefe 
he  found  were  ready  to  advance  to  the  in¬ 
tended  vacancies,  upon  condition  that 
after  their  appointment,  he  did  not  in  any 
manner  whatfoever,  interfere  in  any  of  the 
departments  of  government.  This  he 
moft  folemnly  promifed  to  obferve.  Their 
motive  in  extorting  that  promife,  was 
founded  on  a  defire  of  eftabliffiing  an  in¬ 
dependency,  which  they  confidered  as 
abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to  give  per¬ 
manency  to  their  adminiftration ;  for  they 
knew  the  ficklenefs  and  changeable  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Favourite,  and  that,  without 
fuch  an  aflertion,  which  was  intended  to 
denounce  the  truth  of  their  liability,  they 
Ihould  be  deferted  by  a  great  part  of  their 
parliamentary  llrengthj  and  in  order  to 

make 
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make  this  part  of  their  foundation  the 
more  fecure,  they  claimed  the  affiftance 
and  fupport  of  his  friends  in  Parliament, 
who,  upon  that  condition,  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  offices,  or  be  removed  to 
others,  at  leaft  as  good.  To  all  this  he 
agreed  ;  and  when  every  thing  had,  to  all 
appearance,  been  finally  fettled,  he  re- 
iigned  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1763, 
after  a  fhort  reign  of  only  tep  months 
and  ten  days*.  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood, 
his  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was 

created 

*  A  few  days  before  his  refignation  the  following 
promotions  were  made  : 

James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  in  Scotland,  3000  1.  a 
year. 

Alexander  Frafer,  E fq;  half  brother  to  Lord  Bute, 
a  Commiffioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scotland, 
400  1.  a  year • 

Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart,  brother-in-law  to  T  ord 
Bute,  a  Commiffioner  of  Trade  or  Police  in  Scot¬ 
land,  400  l.  a  year. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 
Bute,  and  Head  Collector  of  Stamps  in  Scotland,  a 
Lord  of  the  Seflions  in  Scotland,  700  1.  a  year. 

__ - .  Courtnay,  Efq;  brother-in-law  to  Lord 

Bute,  Commiflary  of  Minorca,  800 1.  a  year,  be- 
fides  apartments  for  a  Deputy. 


[Lady 
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created  Lord  Le  Defpencer.  His  other 
friend,  and  moft  material  afiiftant, 
Mr.  Fox,  was  created  Lord  Holland. 
As  to  himfelf,  immediately  after  his 
refignation,  he  feigned  ficknefs,  and  ran 
away  to  Harrowgate  j  but  when  the  feint 
of  ficknefs  was  detected  and  ridiculed, 
his  friends  then  gave  out,  that  he  was 
brought  in,  forely  againfi:  his  inclination, 
only  to  make  the  peace,  and  having  fully 
completed  that  great  work,  he  retired, 
agreeable  to  his  own  original  request. 
Mr.  Fox  retired  into  France,  and  Lord 

Talbot, 

[Lady  Bean  Ruven,  fitter  to  Lord  Bute,  had  a 
penfion  fettled  upon  her  of  400 1.  a  year  foon  after 
his  prefent  Majefty’s  acceflion.J 

William  Mure,  Efq;  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Scotland,  appointed  in  1761  (and  In- 
fpe&or  of  Lord  Bute’s  Private  Affairs  in  Scotland) 
Receiver  General  of  Jamaica,  600 1.  a  year,  paid  on 
the  exchange,  with  a  reversion  to  Robert  Mure, 
Efq;  his  fon. 

Henry  Wauchope,  Efq;  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  Shire  of  Bute,  and  Deputy  Privy  Purfe  to 
his  Majefty,  a  penfion  of  630 1.  on  the  Irifh  Efta- 
felifhment. 

John  Home,  Efq;  (formerly  Rev.  now  Efq;) 
author  of  the  play  of  Douglas,  for  which  his  prefent 
Majefty,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  fettled  a  penfion 
upon  him.  Conservator  of  Scotland,  at  Campvfcre, 
300 1,  a  year,  without  refidence. 
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Talbot,  who  had  been  another  of  his 
haunch  adherents,  retired  into  Wales ; 
fo  that  there  feemed  to  be  a  clear  ftage  for 
the  new  Minifters  to  enter  upon. 

Among  an  infinite  number  of  virtues 
which  were  afcribed  to  this  North-Britifh 
Minifter,  his  friends  boafted  greatly  of 

his  difintereftednefs,  of  his  having  dif- 

* 

dained  to  touch  thofe  tempting  fpoils 
which  lay  at  his  feet.  Had  they  not  been 
fo  particular  in  their  afiertions  of  this 
falfity,  it  would  not  have  deferved  a  refu¬ 
tation  j  but  fince  they  laid  their  greatefl 
emphafis  upon  it,  a  recapitulation  of  his 
rewards  and  his  fervices,  may  perhaps  not 
be  unworthy  the  reader’s  notice.  We  will 
begin  with  his  rewards,  becaufe  he  began 
with  them. 

“  He  entered  the  Privy  Council  with  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood :  he  was  honour’d 
with  the  Garter  in  company  with  another' 
Prince  of  the  Blood  :  he  obtained  an  Eng- 
lifli  Peerage  for  his  family,  and  the  ranger- 
fhip  of  Richmond  park  for  himfelf:  he 
fecured  valuable  things  to  his  brother  and 
others  of  his  kindred  {vide  the  preceding 

note) 
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note) ;  and  his  friends  acknowledged) 
that  he  provided  for  all  his  dependents. 

“  Thefe  were  his  rewards  ;  now  for 
his  fervices.  Hewasprofeffedly  the  fir  ft  or 
foie  Minifter  very  little  more  than  ten 
months.  During  which  time  he  gave  up 
to  the  enemy,  the  moil  valuable  of  our 
conquefts  for  a  Peace,  which  very  wife 
men  think  little  better  than  a  truce  ;  he 
revived  national  animofities  between  the 
Englifh  •  and  Scotch  ;  he  revived  party 
diftindions  among  the  Englifh  f  he  was 
the  means  of  difgracing  the  bed  of  our 
Nobility,  and  ofdifmifiing  the  abled  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown ;  he  Aided,  by  his  con- 
dud,  the  acclamations  due  from  the  people 
to  their  King  ;  weakened  the  crown,  by 
difpofing  of  almojft  all  the  reverfionary 
patents;  turned  out,  with  inhumanity,  the 
innocent  dependents  of  former  Miniflers; 
increafed  the  peerage,  beyond  the  example 
of  any  of  his  predeceflors  ;  borrowed 
public  money  on  exorbitant  terms,  and  in¬ 
vented  a  new  excife. 

“  Thefe  are  his  fervices.  Which  dif¬ 
fer  lo  totally  from  thofe  of  his  cotempo¬ 
raries, 
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raries,  that  we  may  conclude  from  their 
rewards  being  lefs,  that  the  rewards  and 
the  fervices  of  the  North  Briton,  were  not 
meant  to  bear  any  relation  to  each  other. 
We  will  therefore  compare  his  rewards 
with  thofe  of  a  Minifter,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  favoured  by  the  crown,  and 
ferved  it  faithfully  five  and  twenty  years. 


SirRobert  Walpoles  rewards. 

An  Englifti  Peerage  after 
his  fervices. 

Richmond  Park. 

The  Garter. 

Ample  provilion  for  his 
brother  and  immediate 
dependants. 


The  Earl  of  Bute's  rewards 

An  Englifh  Peerage  before 
his  fervices. 

Richmond  Park. 

The  Garter. 

Ample  provifion  for  his 
brother  and  immediate 
dependants. 


“  There  was  fome  little  difference  in  the 
brothers;  Sir  Robert’s  brother  having 
been  employed  in  public  bufinefs  from  his 
earlieffc  years ;  and  Lord  B.  s  brother  hav~ 
ing  been  wholly  unknown  till  within  very 

few  years  paft.- - It  is  hoped  we  (hall 

hear  no  more  of  Lord  Bute  s  dijhitcvcflcd~ 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Mr.  Grenville  fucceeds  Lord  Bute.  The 
opinion  which  the  Minority  entertain  of 
the  new  Minifry.  The  forty-fifth  num¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Briton  publijhed.  The 
Printers  and  Publijhers  apprehended  by 
a  general  warrants  Mr.  Wilkes  appre¬ 
hended.  His  houfe  entered :  his  papers 
feized.  He  is  carried  by  violence  before 
the  Secretaries  of  State.  Committed  a 
clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower.  The  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  evaded,  Difcharged  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  opinion 
of  that  Court. 

A  Few  days  after  Lord  Bute’s  refigna- 
tion,  the  RightHon.  Mr.  George 
Grenville  was  appointed  FirftLordof 
the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer :  he  was  the  firft  who  had 
held  thefe  two  great  employments  iince 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham  j  and  by  the 
union  of  them  in  his  perfon,  he  was 
confidered  as  the  Minifter  :  the  Earl  of 

Sand- 
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Sandwich  was  appointed  Firfl:  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Mr .  G  r  e  n  - 
viLLE.*  Several  other  changes  were 
made,  particularly  at  the  public  Boards. 
But  the  plan  of  Adminiftration,  and  the 
meafures  of  Government  con  tin  ued,  as  laid 
down  by  the  late  Minifter.  From  this 

uniformityofComplexion,  theoppofition, 

who  likewife  remained  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  very  pofitively  affirmed,  that  the  new 
Miniftry  were  no  other  than  the  fub- 
Hitutes  of  the  Favourite,  who  had  only 

*  Lord  Halifax,  upon  his  return  from  Ireland, 
had  been  made  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
loom  of  the  late  Lord  Anfon  ;  and  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  George  Grenville,  who  had  fucceeded  Lord 
Bute  as  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  advancement  of 
his  lord  {hip  to  the  Treafury,  made  an  exchange  of 
places  with  Lord  Halifax,  previous  to  the  peace.  So 
that  in  this  lalt  change  above-mentioned,  there  was 
no  alteration  in  the  Secretaries  of  State ;  Lord  E re¬ 
in  on  t  continued  for  the  fouthern,  and  Lord  Halifax 
for  the  northern  department;  and  it  was  given  out 
by  authority,  to  all  the  foreign  Minilters  and  others 
connected  in  public  affairs,  that  his  Majefty  had 
placed  his  government  in  the  hands  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Mr.  George  Grenville,  and  the  Earls  of 
Halifax  and  Egrcmont,  that  in  all  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance  they  were  to  act  in  conjunction,  and  to  them 
all  applications  o.‘  bnfinefs  were  to  be  directed. 


retired 
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retired  to  a  place  of  fafety  and  fesrccy,  in 
order  ftill  to  govern,  tho’  by  other  hands. 
The  iubftance  being  thus  driven  away, 
they  faid,  it  is  not  probable  the  fhadows 
can  laft  long.  To  oppofe  them,  therefore, 
is  to  oppofe  him.  For  theyafked,  who  are 
thefe  men  ?  Are  they  not  the  fame  who 
fupported  him  in  all  his  odious  meafures, 
particularly  the  late  Peace  and  the  Excife  ? 
Are  they  not  the  dregs  of  the  laft  Admi- 
niftration  ?  Are  they  not  deftitute  of  Par¬ 
liamentary  intereft  ?  Are  they  poflefled  of 
any  confiderable  property  in  the  kingdom? 
Is  it  not  clear,  therefore,  to  demonftration, 
that  having  no  ftrength  or  folid  founda¬ 
tion  of  their  own,  they  mult  be  obliged 
to  a<ft  in  fubferviency  to  a  concealed  in¬ 
fluence,  and  confequently  is  not  this 
fcheme  of  clandeftine  adminiftration,  an  in- 
fult  upon  the  underftandings  of  the  Public  ? 
This  language, and  a  great  deal  more  to  the 
fame  effedt,  with  which  every  new's-paper 
and  other  publication  were  replete,  and  the 
truths  which  it  manifeftly  conveyed,  ope¬ 
rated  fo  univerfally  among  the  people, 

K  that 
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that  though  the  advocates  of  the  Admi- 

niftration  repeatedly  denied  their  being 
under  the  influence  of  the  Favourite,  yet 
no  one  was  convinced  by  their  aflertions. 

The  North-Briton,  which  had  ceafed 
upon  the  refignation  of  Lord  Bute,  and 
had  gained  a  complete  victory  over  that 
Minifter,  menaced  his  fucceflors,  in  an 
advertifement  which  appeared  on  the  very 
day  (April  13)  that  the  new  Minifters 
killed  hands ;  and  on  Saturday  the  23d 
day  of  April,  appeared  the  famous  .forty- 
jifth  number  of  that  paper.  It  was  an 
attack  upon  the  King’s  fpeech  made  at  the 
clofe  of  the  feffion,  and  produced  fuch  a 
feries  of  lingular  and  extraordinary  tranf- 
adtions,  as  perhaps  are  not  be  equalled  in 
the  annals  of  any  civilized  nation.  Upon 
the  appearance  of  that  paper,  the  Admi- 
niftration  inftantly  deemed  it  a  libel.  In 
all  probability,  they  who  had  for  a  conli- 

derable  time  fmarted  and  trembled  under 

•  ‘  *' 

the  lalh  of  this  writer’s  pen,  rejoiced  at 
this  attack  (as  they  officioully  chriftened 
it)  upon  their  Sovereign  j  and  under  his 

'  Ihield., 
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fhield,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  refolved 
to  avenge  what  they  called  their  own 
injuries.  And  this  is  all  that  can  be 
faid  in  palliation  for  the  enormity  of 
that  rage  and  malice,  which  were  fo  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  fubfequent  violations,  of  not 
only  the  rights  of  Englilhmen,  but  the 
facred  privileges  of  all  mankind,  againft 
the  fuppofed  author. 

The  fads  of  this  important  and  inte- 
refting  affair  (hall  be  candidly  ftated,  with 
truth,  and  the  ftrideft  impartiality ;  and 
with  as  little  reafoning  upon  the  feveral 
points,  as  a  narrative  of  fuch  events  can 
poffibly  admit;  for  all  the  arguments 
which  arofe,  either  fpontaneoufly  at  the 
time  from  the  obvious  illegality  of  the 
proceedings,  or  were  afterwards  the  re- 
fult  of  mature  confideration,  the  curious 
reader  will  find,  in  the  political  publica¬ 
tions  of  that  date,  a  fliort  mention  of 

the  beft  of  which  is  in  the  note  *. 

;  '  '  '  The 

*  A  letter  to  the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Hali* 
fax,  on  the  Seizure  of  Papers. 

K  2 
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The  firth  prccefs  of  government  was  if- 
fuing  a  General  Warrant  in  the  ufual  office 
form,  to  take  up  the  Authors,  Printers  and 
Publifliers  of  the  North  Briton,  &c.  This 
warrant  was  granted  not  only  without 
information  upon  oath,  but  even  without 
any  information  at  all,  except  that  of  the 
Publilher’s  name,  which  was  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  paper  j  of  him,  therefore, 
there  could  not  be  the  leaft  doubt  j  but 
with  refpedt  to  the  Printers  and  Authors, 
the  Meflengers,  who  were  always  the  ex¬ 
ecutors  of  thefc  warrants,  were  at  full  li¬ 
berty  to  infpedt,  and  take  up  whom  they 
pleafed.  The  Secretary  of  State  diredted 
the  three  ordinary  Meflengers,  whofe 
names  are  at  the  warrant,  (a  true  copy  of 

Obfervations  upon  the  authority,  manner  and  con¬ 
finement  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 

The  Defence  of  the  Minority.  Written  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Townfhend. 

The  Defence  of  the  Majority. 

A  letter  from  Candor  to  the  Public  Advertifer. 

A  Letter  on  Libels,  Warrants,  Seizure  of  Pa¬ 
pers,  Sureties  for  the  Peace,  &c.  &c. 

T  his  laft  is  efleemed  the  moft  interefting  tract 
that  ever  appeared  in  our  language,  and  is  well  worth 
the  ferious  attention  of  every  Englifbcnan. 

J 
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which  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  *) 
to  go  to  one  Carrington,  the  principal  and 
■firft-named  Meflenger,  and  to  get  from 
him  information  of  whom  they  were  to 
feize.  Carrington  told  them,  that  an  old 

*  George  Montague  Dunk  Earl  of  Hali¬ 
fax  Vifcount  Sunbury  and  Baron  Ha¬ 
lifax  one  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majefh ’s 
Moft  Honourable  Privy  Council  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces 
and  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 

Thefe  are  in  his  Majefty’s  name  to  authorize  and 
require  you  (taking  a  Conftable  to  your  a  hi  (lance)  to 
make  drift  and  diligent  fearch  for  the  Authors  Prin¬ 
ters  and  Publifliers  of  a  feditious  and  treafonable  pa¬ 
per  intitled  the  North  Briton  Number  XLV.  Sa¬ 
turday  April  23  1763  printed  for  G.  Kearfly  in 
Ludgate-  Street  London  and  them  or  any  of  them 
having  found  to  apprehend  and  fieze  together  with 
their  papers  and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  before  me  to 
be  examined  concerning  the  premifes  and  further  dealt 
with  according  to  law  And  in  the  due  execution 
thereof  all  mayors  (heriffs  juftices  of  the  peace  con- 
'Oables  and  all  other  hisMajelly’s  officers  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  and  loving  fubjefts  whom  it  may  concern  are  to 
be  aiding  and  affifting  to  you  as  there  (hall  be  occafion 
and  for  fo  doing  this  (hall  be  your  warrant  Given  at 
St.  James’s  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  April  in  the  third 
year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign  figned 

dir  eft  cd  to  Dunk  Halifax 

Nathan  Carrington  John  Money 
James  Watfon  and  Robert  Blackmore 
Four  of  his  majefty’s  meflengers  in  ordinary 

K  3  Printer 
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Printer  (whom  he  did  not  name)  had  told 

him,  that  one  Mr.  Leach,  a  Printer,  in 

Crane-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  was  the  Printer 

of  the  North  Briton :  and  that  Mr 

*  • 

Wilkes,  whom  public  report  had  faid 
was  the  Author  of  that  paper,  had  been 
lately  feen  going  into  Mr.  Leach’s  houfe. 
Upon  this  hear-fay  information  and  ftrange 
conjedure,  the  MelTengers  entered  Mr. 
Leach’s  houfe  early  in  the  morning,  on 
Friday  the  29th  of  April,  1763,  and 
took  him  out  of  bed  from  his  wife,  while 
his  child  lay  dangeroufly  ill  in  the  room  : 
they  feized  all  his  papers,  together  with  all 
his  journeymen  and  fervants.  The  latter 
were  not,  as  the  warrant  directed,  carried 
before  Lord  Halifax,  but  to  an  alehoufe^ 
and,  after  about  twelve  hours  confine¬ 
ment,  were  difcharged  j  for  it  foon  ap¬ 
peared  that  Carrington's  information  was 
totally  falfe,  Mr.  Leach  not  being  the 
Printer  of  that  North  Briton ;  yet  he  was 
detained  feveral  days  after  his  innocence 
became  fully  known. 

The  next  perfon  apprehended  that 
morning,  was  Mr.  Kearfly,  the  original 

and 
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ttnd  real  Publisher  *  His  houfe  under¬ 
went  a  thorough  and  ftri&  examination  ; 
and  his  letters,  papers,  and  accompt  books, 
(all  which  he  very  imprudently  fuffered 
to  remain  in  his  houfe,  after  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  undoubted  intelligence  ox  the  de- 

fiens  of  government  againft  him)  Were 

feized 


*  In  a  paper  called  “  The  cafe  of  George  KearUy,’ ’ 
drawn  up  by  himfelf,  are  the  following  particulars; 

(C  On  Friday  the  twenty -ninth  day  of  April  1763, 
about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  informed, 
bv  one  of  my  family,  that  feveral  perfons  defired  t6 
fee  me.  I  haflened  down  flairs,  and  found  my  fhop, 
to  my  great  furprize,  in  the  pofTefTion  of  Mr.  Wat- 
.fon,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  meffengers,  with  Mr. 
Clarke,  his  affiftant,  a  conflabie,  and  feveral  other 
attendants.  Mr.  Watfon  informed  me  he  had  a 
warrant  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  with  orders  to 
make  me,  with  my  whole  family,  prifoners  ;  alfo  to 
feize  fuch  papers  as  he  fhould  chufe,  together  with 
my  books  of  accompt. 

“  I  expoflulated  with  him,  and  reprefented  the 
diftrefs  which  his  execution  of  fuch  unaccountable 
orders  would  inevitably  plunge  me,  as  I  mud  (hut  up 
my  d  oors,  if  no  perfons  were  permitted  to  attend. 
He  flationed  two  men  in  the  (hop,  with  flridt  and 
pofitive  orders  not  to  fuffer  any  perfon  to  quit  the 
houfe  till  he  fhould  give  them  further  inftrudlions. 

“  I  obferved,  upon  looking  at  the  warrant,  that 
it  was  not  (as  I  underflood  warrants  executed  in  the 
city  ought  to  be)  figned  either  by  the  right  honourable 
the  Lord-Mayor,  or  fome  othfc'r  city  magiflratc. 

K  4  Mr. 
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feized  by  the  Meflengers,  who  carried  them 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  him,  for  the  prefent,  to  one  of  their 
own  houies  in  Weftminfter.  About  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
he  was  carried  before  the  Earls  of  Egre- 
mont  and  Halifax  to  be  examined; 

and 

Mr.  Watfon  replied,—//  is  not  neceffary  ;  I Jhall pay 
*.e  rei?r“  ‘o  that  circumjiance ;  but  inftji  upon  -jour 
immediate  obedience.  He  inftantly  took  three  of  my 
principal  accompt-books,  and  fuch  letters,  notes 
memorandums,  &c.  from  off  my  files,  as  he  thought 
proper,  to  a  very  confiderable  number.  He  ordered 
Uarke,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attend  me  up  flairs, 
and  examine  my  bureau,  and  all  places  where  papers 
were  depofited.  He  faithfully  executed  his  diredfor’s 
commands,  exploring  the  contents  of  every  drawer 
prymg  into  my  cafh,  notes  of  hand,  draughts,  &c. 

The  drawers  and  other  particulars  belonging  to 
my  wife,  underwent  the  fame  examination,  'her 
wearing  apparel  included. 

‘‘  Alter  this  general  fearch,  the  whole  of  fuch 
articles  as  Mr.  Watfon  thought  proper,  were  carried 
away,  asalfo  my  father  and  Ye! f,  leaving  only  an  er¬ 
rand-boy  to  take  care  of  and  condu<3  my  bufinefs _ 

this  favour  was  obtained  by  much  entreaty  !  We 
were  brought  to  Mr.  Watfon’s  houfe,  in  Crown- 
Court,  Weflnrinfter.  A  friend  who  followed  the 
coach  requefted  to  fpeak  to  me  in  private,  but  was 
refufed.  My  books  and  papers  were  immediately 
after  carried  to  the  Secretaries  of  State’s  office,  for 
.  their  m fpeci ion.  About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
wc  were  ordered  to  attend  the  faid  office.  After  my 

examination. 
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iand,  without  being  put  upon  his  oath,  he 
told  them  all  he  knew  and  believed, 
which  was,  thatMr. Charles  Churchill 


received  the  profits  arifing  from  the  fale  of 
the  North-Briton  ;  that  one  Mr.  Balfe,  in 
the  Old  Bailey,  was  the  Printer  j  and  that 
Mr.  Wilkes,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
the  Author,  gave  orders  for  the  printing. 
Of  this  laft  fact,  (the  giving  orders)  there 
was  fufficient  proof  found  among  his  pa¬ 
pers,  as  afterwards  appeared  upon  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  when  government 

examination,  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  gave  their 
Lordfhips  as  much  information  as  was  confident  with 
my  fituation,  I  requeued  they  would  permit  my 
father  to  return  home,  as  my  (hop  was  deftitute  of  a 
proper  attendant.  This  requeft  was  immediately 
granted.  The  right  honourable  the  Earls  of  Egre- 
mont  and  Halifax;  Meilieurs  Wood  and  Wefton, 
Under  Secretaries;  Mr.  Webb,  Solicitor  to  the 
Treafury,  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  Law-Clerk,  were 
prefent. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  was  pleafed  to  obfeive, 

"  my  own  fenfe  muji  infor?n  me,  the  object  of  their 
refentment  was  the  Author ,  not  the  Publijher .  The 
Earl  of  Halifax  joined  his  Lordfhip  in  this  declaration. 
Mr.  Webb  added,  you  muft  return  to  Mr.  Watfon’s 
houfe.” 

» 


He  was  releafed  upon  bail,  after  eleven  days  con¬ 
finement. 
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did  not  hefitate  to  make  ufe  of  this  evi¬ 
dence  fo  infamoully  and  illegally  obtained, 
particularly  a  letter  was  produced  and  read 
from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Kearlly,  con¬ 
taining  directions  for  printing  one  of  the 
numbers  of  the  North  Briton,  which  was 
pretended  to  be  the  Forty- fifth,  becaufe  it 
contained  two  fheets,  as  the  letter  directed, 

,  4 

though  there  was  another  North  Briton 
which  was  likewife  two  fheets,  and  was 
number  45  alfo  :  and  to  this  day  there  is 
no  pofitive  evidence  of  Mr  Wilkes  be¬ 
ing  the  author  of  that  paper.  Kearlly 
figned  his  information,  and  upon  it  Balfe, 
the  Printer,  was  immediately  apprehended, 
who  made  no  lefs  than  the  eight-and  for¬ 
tieth  perfon  feized  by  this  famous  war¬ 
rant  :  in  his  examination,  which  was  that 
evening,  he  faid  much  to  the  fame  effedt 
as  Kearlly.  In  confequence  of  thefe  in¬ 
formations,  neither  of  which  the  reader 
will  obferve  was  upon  oath,  orders  were 
given  to  feize  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  and  the 
fame  general  and  illegal  warrant,  which 
had  been  twice  returned  into  the  office, 
was  now  fent  out  a  third  time.  By  thefe 
,  '  returns 
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returns  this  famous  warrant  had  already 
done  more  than  its  duty,  and  therefore  it 
was .  clearly  functus  officio.  Every  com¬ 
mon  Juftice  of  Peace  knows,  that  to  ap¬ 
prehend  Mr.  Wilkes,  another  warrant 
thould  have  been  ilfued  ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  Lord  Halifax,  when  giving  orders 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
thought  it  neceflary,  and  intended  to  put 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  name  in  the  propofed  new 
warrant;  but  was  prevented  by  the  Cro\vn 
Lawyers,  three  of  whom  were  prefent, 
viz.  Mr.  Yorke,  the  Attorney  General  j 

Mr.  Norton,  the  Solicitor  General ;  and 

% 

Mr.  Webb,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury, 
who  did  not  think  another  warrant  at  all 
neceflary  ;  and  as  to  the  naming  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  Mr. 
Webb  faid,  it  was  better  not. 

At  this  eongrefs  of  the  Crown  Law¬ 
yers,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
delivered  their  opinions  in  writing,  “  That 
“  the  North  Briton,  number  45,  was  an 
“  infamous  and  feditious  libel,  tending  to 
“  inflame  the  minds,  and  alienate  the  af- 
“  fe&ions  of  the  people  from  his  Ma- 

“  iefty. 


* 
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jefly,  and  excite  them  to  traiterous  in* 
“  furre&ions  againft  his  government.” 
And  they  further  declared,  “  That  the 
“  publication  of  a  libel,  being  a  breach 
“  of  the  peace,  is  not  a  cafe  of  privilege ; 
“  and  that  Mr.  Wilkes  might  be  com- 
<c  mitted  to  any  prifon,  upon  the  evidence 
“  laid  before  the  Secretaries  of  State.” 
Surely  thefe  Lawyers  were  ignorant  that 
the  informations  laid  before  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  were  not  taken  upon  oath.  It 
was  likewife  affirmed  in  all  the  public 
news -papers,  by  the  defenders  of  the 
adminiftration,  that  the  late  Lord  Hard* 
wicke,  who  was  then  alive,  had  de¬ 
clared  his  opinion  to  be  “  That  the 
“  publication  of  a  libel  was  a  breach  of 

the  peace,  and  therefore  not  a  cafe  of 
“  privilege.” 

Thus  it  happened  by  the  interpofition 
of  the  Lawyers,  that  tire  General  War¬ 
rant,  of  the  26th  of  April,  was  the  Mef- 
fengers  authority  for  feizing  Mr.  Wilkes, 
although  the  informations  againft  him 
were  not  taken  until  the  29th.  And  in 
order  to  make  this  breach  of  law,  and 
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every  Englishman's  fecurity,  the  more 
wanton  and  flagrant,  they  had  verbal  or- 
ders  from  Lord  Egremont,  to  force  open 
his  houfe  at  midnight,  and  to  feize  his 
perfon,  together  with  all  his  papers.  But 
whether  felf-prefervation,  or  a  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  legality  of  fuch  procedure,  or 
what  other  caufe,  is  not  material,  certain 
it  is,  the  wifer  MeiTengers  delayed  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  warrant  until  next  morning ; 


and  not  even  then  daring  to  enter  the 
houfe  by  violence,  they  waited  a  confide- 
rable  time  in  the  ftreet  for  an  opportunity 
of  getting  in,  when  the  door  Should  be 
opened.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  very  early 
that  morning  gone  into  the  city,  of  which 
circumftance  it  is  probable  the  MeSengers 
had  been  informed,  for,  as.  he  was  coming 
home,  one  of  them,  named  Watfon,  ar~ 
refted  him  at  his  own  door.  Mr.  Wilkes 
demanded  to  fee  the  warrant,  and  not 
finding  his  name  in  it,  nor  any  defeription 
of  his  perfon,  nor  even  one  word  which 
might  allude  to  him,  more  than  any  other 
man,  he  refufed  to  obey  it.  The h other 
MeSengers  immediately  entered  the  houfe, 
i  and 
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and  took  podeffion  of  it.  At  this  inftant 
a  perfon  with  whom  he  had  fome  ac¬ 
quaintance,  happening  to  call  upon  him, 
they  talked  together  a  few  moments  in 
one  of  the  parlours,  in  the  fight,  but  not  in 
the  hearing  of  fome  of  the  MelTensers  • 
who,  contrary  to  their  ufual  caution  upon 
fuch  occafions,  fufFered  the  perfon  to  go 
out.  He  went  immediately  to  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  informed  his  Lordlhip  of  what 
was  palTing  at  Mr.  Wilkes’s,  particularly 
of  the  obvious  illegality  of  the  warrant. 
His  Lordlhip  was  greatly  furprized,  and 
went  immediately  to  Weftminfter.  Find¬ 
ing  the  Melfengers  in  pofleffion  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houfe,  he  defired  to  fee  their 
warrant,  and  being  inftantly  flruck  with 
its  notorious  illegality,  he  alked  them, 
why  they  did  not  go  and  feize  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Lord  Prelident,-  and 
take  poffeffion  of  their  houfes,  li'nce  the 
warrant  might  as  well  be  ferved  upon  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  as  upon  Mr.  Wilkes.  To 
which  they  anfwered,  that  they  had  ver¬ 
bal  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
where  to  go,  and  that  they  had  been  com- 
.  .  .  manded 
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manded  to  forcibly  enter  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe,  and  drag  him  out  of  bed  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  to  feize  all  his  papers.  Such 
inhuman  orders  for  the  commiffion  of 
fuch  wanton  and  unneceffary  outrages, 
muft  undoubtedly  have  fhocked  his  Lord- 
Ihip,  as  they  did  the  whole  public  after¬ 
wards,  and  determined  him  to  exert  his 
utmoft  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  thus  malicioufly  and 
cruelly  trampled  upon,  by  the  infolence 
of  office,  and  a  new  eredted  fpecies  of 
tyranny.  And  it  is  further  remarkable, 
that,  for  not  obeying  thefe  inhuman  orders, 
the  Meffengers  were  afterwards  threatened 
with  difmiffion  from  their  places.  Lord 
Temple  immediately  went  to  Weftmin- 
fter-hall,  and  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 
being  then  fitting,  a  writ  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  was  moved  for,  and  ordered  to  iffue 
as  foon  as  poffible. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  gentlemen, 
friends  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  being  informed 
that  the  King’s  Meflengers  had  entered  his 
houfe,  went  diredfly  to  his  affiftance.  As 
to  Mr.  Wilkes  himfelf,  having  refufed 

to 
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to  obey  the  warrant,  the  Meflengers  forced 
him  into  a  chair,  and  he  was  carried  by 
violence  to  Lord  Halifax’s,  where  Lord 
Egremont  attended,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  his  examination.  Their  Lordlhips 
alked  him  feveral  queftions,  to  all  which 
he  made,  not  the  lead:  anfwer ;  and  the 
few  words  he  did  fay  in  that  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  tended  chiefly  to  treat  their  ufurped 
and  illegal  authority  with  the  contempt  it 
juftly  merited.  He  however  informed 
their  Lordihips  of  the  orders  a  (dually  gi¬ 
ven  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
his  Habeas  Corpus.  And  John  Walsh, 
and  Richard  Hopkins,  Efqrs.  likewife 
informed  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Lovel 
Stanhope,  Law-Clerk  to  the  Secreta¬ 
ries,  of  fuch  orders  being  given  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  that  the 
writ  was  di reeded  to  Watfon  and  Black- 
more,  the  two  Meflengers  who  then  had 
Mr.  Wilkes  in  cuftody.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  informations,  yet  did  the  Secretaries 
of  State  fhift  him  into  the  hands  of  other 
Meflengers,  and  flgn  his  commitment  to 

the 
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the  Tower,*  refolving  by  that  means  to 
evade  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  j  and  in 
order  to  make  that  evafion  as  certain  as 

poffible, 

*  The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  the  warrant  of 
commitment : 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont  and  George  Dunk 
earl  of  Halifax  lords  of  his  majefty’s  moft 
honourable  privy  council  and  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate 

Thefe  are  in  his  majefty’s  name  to  authorize  and 
require  you  to  receive  into  your  cuftody  the 
body  of  John  Wilkes  efq.  herewith  fent  you  for 
being  the  author  and  publifher  of  a  moft  infa¬ 
mous  and  feditious  libel  intitled  the  North 
Briton  number  45  tending  to  inflame  the  minds 
and  alienate  the  affedtions  of  the  people  from  his 
majefty  and  to  excite  them  to  traiterous  infur- 
redtions  againft  the  government.  And  to  keep 
him  fafe  and  Clofe  until  he  fhall  be  delivered  by 
due  couife  of  law  and  for  fo  doing  this  (hall  be 
your  warrant  Given  at  St.  James’s  the  30  day 
of  April  1763  in  the  third  year  of  his  majefty’s 
reign. 

Signed 

Egremont  L.  S. 

To  the  right  hon.  John  Lord-1 
Berkeley  of  Stratton  conftable 
of  his  majefty’s  Tower  of 
London  or  to  the  lieutenant  ^ 
of  the  faid  Tower  or  his  de¬ 
puty 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  this  warrant  differs 
from  the  other  in  its  defcription  of  the  libel,  by  leaving 

L  »u£ 
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poffible,  they  ordered  him  to  be  kept  a 
l'afe  and  clofe  prifoner. 

This  infolent  method  of  evading  the  ad 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the  cruel  manner 
of  imprifonment,  were  two  of  the  molt 
wilful  and  dangerous  violations  of  the 
liberties  of  the  fubjed,  which  the  pre¬ 
emption  of  man  had  ever  dared  to  com¬ 
mit.  It  was  the  very  purpofe  of  that 
valuable  ad:,  to  prevent  fuch  evafions  of 
the  Ha*beas  Corpus,  and  it  proceeded 
upon  great  experience  of  the  evil.  If 
what  was  pradifed  in  this  cafe  is  fuffer’d 
to  take  place,  a  perfon  may  be  taken  up 
by  a  Melfenger  or  Conflable,  and  if  a 

out  the  word  treafonable\  the  Secretaries,  or  their 
Lawyers,  upon  better  confideration,  having  doubtlefs 
refolved  not  to  fupport  that  charge ;  and  likewife  in 
being  particular,  not  general,  having  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
name  in  it ;  which  lafl  circumftance  can  be  accounted 
for,  only  by  fuppofing  they  began  to  be  afraid  of  the 
fir  If  warrant’s  coming  into  the  King’s  Courts  of  Jus¬ 
tice,  and  therefore  they  refolved  to  cover  it  with 
this  particular  and  ulterior  one.  But  notwith- 
ffanding  thefe  amendments,  yet  it  proceeds  from  no 
charge  upon  oath,  nor  is  it  in  any  refpecf  like  the 
warrant  of  a  magilf rate ;  in  which  capacity  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State  are  fuppofed  to  have  adted  throughout 
this  whole  bufiriefs. 


writ 
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writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  iflued,  directed 
to  him,  he  may,  before  it  is  ferved  upon 
him,  put  his  prifoner  in  a  gaol;  the 
Keeper  of  that  prifon  may,  before  a  new 
writ  reaches  him,  deliver  him  over  to 
another,  and  fo  the  prifoner  may  be  car¬ 
ried  through  all  the  prifons  in  England, 
before  the  law  can  bring  his  body  into  a 
Court  of  Juftice ;  and  if  at  laft  he  is  fent 
into  remote  counties,  where  twenty  days 
are  allowed  for  a  return  to  the  writ,  he 
may  fuffer  an  imprifonment  long  enough 
to  punifh  any  real  offence  that  is  not  ca¬ 
pital,  and  to  gratify  the  moft  fanguine 
refentment  of  a  Minifter,  before  the 
King’s  Judges  know  for  what  he  is  im- 
prifoned.  To  enumerate  the  mifchievous 
confequences  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  the 
practicability  of  which  the  faCt  proves, 
or  to  fhew  that  it  requires  an  exemplary 
correction  to  check  the  practice,  would 
be  labour  loft  ;  the  thing  fpeaks  for  itfelf ; 
and  therefore  it  is  matter  of  real  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  there  has  not  yet  been  found 
virtue  enough  to  bring  it  before  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  Parliament,  where  it  ought 

L  2  and 
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and  certainly  would  undergo  a  warm 
anirnadverfion,  and  a  fevere  cenfure. 

The  tad:  of  clofe  imprifonment  was 
another  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubjed,  and  likewife  merits  a  drid  and 
conditutional  enquiry,  together  with  a 
jftrong  and  exemplary  cenfure.  It  was  a 
cruelty  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  modern 
hidory  of  this  country ;  even  the  ever- 
memorable  commitment  of  the  Seven  Bi- 
fhops  did  not  venture  to  enjoin  clofe  im¬ 
prifonment.  A  man  in  this  country  is  not 
to  be  confined  a  clofe  prifoner,  that  is,  de¬ 
barred  the  ufe  of  paper,  pens  and  ink,  and 
the  fight  of  every  perfon  whatever  but  his 
Keeper.  This  is  a  cruelty  pradifed  only  in 
the  Baftile.  The  law  of  England  permits 
no  fuch  grievance ;  particularly  and  mpd 

efpecially  in  fuch  an  undefined  and  party 
crime  as  a  public  Libel  ;  which,  taken  at 

word,  is  a  bailable  offence ;  and  there  was 
very  refpedable  bail  ready  to  be  given. 
Therefore  this  clofe  confinement  was  not 
only  unnecelfary  but  unlawful,  and  another 
mod  wanton  and  malignant  violation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjed:,  and  an  unpar¬ 
donable 
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donable  breach  of  the  privileges  of  Par¬ 
liament.* 

•  Had  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  been 
obeyed,  the  Meffengers  muft  have 
brought  Mr.  Wilkes  with  their  warrant 
before  the  Court,  and  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined  that  a  warrant  which  neither  named 
nor  defcribed  any  body,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  fufficient  authority  for  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  The  Mef- 
fen^ers,  in  their  return,  could  only  affert, 
that  they  arrejied  him  under  that  warrant ; 
they  could  not  in  fuch  return  add,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  either  Author,  Printer, 

*  “  Under  what  law,  or  colour  of  law,  could 
he  be  committed  to  clofe  confinement  (arSia  cujlodia) 
upon  the  charge  of  a  Libel  only?  Another  very 
great  and  important  point  for  a  conftitutional  inquiry  ! 
Is  a  man,  charged  only  with  writing  and  publifhing 
a  Libel,  to  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  once,  and  fo 
(hut  up  in  gaol,  that  no  friend  is  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  come  near  him  ?  Will  not  common  con¬ 
finement  be  fufficient  cuftody  in  fuch  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  when  charged  only,  and  that  ex  officio ,  and 
before  one  tittle  of  proof  be  given,  and  this  too  in 
the  cafe  of  one  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  England  ?  I  cannot  help  faying,  I  am 
furprized  that  this  laft  point  has  never  been  agitated  ; 
for  it  feems  to  me  to  be  of  very  great  confequeace*” 
—  Candor  Junior . 

L  3  or 
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or  Publiffier  of  the  North  Briton,  As  the 
Court  could  not  prefume  guilt,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  warrant  itfelf  could  be  pro¬ 
duced,  and  no  fupplemental  evidence 
received  to  ffiew  the  relation  it  had  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  can  a  doubt  be  entertained 
that  the  Court  would  have  difcharged 
him  ?  The  officers  of  the  Crown  feem  to 
have  been  aware  (and  indeed  one  would 
wonder  if  they  could  have  been  otherwife) 
of  this  notorious  illegality,  by  their  taking 
fuch  fpecial  care  not  to  fuffer  the  general 
warrant  to  appear  in  the  courts  of  law, 
and  for  greater  fecurity  in  this  particular, 
abfolutely  burying  the  prifoner  in  a 
military  jail,  although  the  warrant  had 
promifed  he  ffiould  be  dealt  with  according 
to  law. 

Mean  time  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe  was 
plundered  and  ranfacked  in  every  part. 
As  foon  as  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had 
been  applied  for  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  fe- 
veral  gentlemen  who  were  by  this  time 
acquainted  with  the  affair,  particularly 
Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Cotes, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Philipps,  came 

to 
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to  Mr.  Wilkes’s  to  inform  him  of  the 
writ,  but  they  were  refufed  admittance  by 
the  Meflengers,  who  told  them  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  carried  to  Lord  Halifax  sj 
and  that  verbal  orders  had  been  given  by 
Mr.  Wood,  at  that  time  Lord  Egre- 
mont’s  Secretary,  to  admit  nobody.  It 
came  out  afterwards,  that  Mr.  Wood  had 
been  fent  to  haften  the  execution  of  the 
warrant.  They  treated  thefe  orders  with 
the  contempt  they  deferved,  and  without 
further  reflftance  entered  the  houfe.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  Mr.  Wilkes  was  taken 
from  his  houfe,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Lo¬ 
vell  Stanhope,  Law  Clerk  to  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State,  came  to  the  Meflengers  who 
were  in  pofleflion  of  the  houfe,  and  alked 
one  of  them,  “  Whether  he  had  got  the 
«  keys  of  the  rooms  where  the  papers 
«.  were  and  being  anfwered,  “  he  had 
«  the  key  of  the  ftudy,”  they  went  away  j 
as  did  alfo  Mr.  Webb  who  had  followed 
them.  In  a  little  time  after,  Mr.  Wood 
returned,  in  confequence,  as  it  is  fuppofed, 
©f  an  intimation  from  fome  of  the  Meflen- 

L  4  gers. 
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gcrs,  that  fevcral  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  friends 
had  entered  the  houfe.  He  reprimanded 
the  Meflengers  for  having  admitted  them, 
and  demanded  of  the  gentlemen  “  how 
“  they  dared  to  defy  the  order,  or  queftion 
‘  ‘  the  authority  of  a  Secretary  of  State  ?” 
At  that  inftant  came  Lord  Temple  from 
Weft  minder  Hall,  and  foon  after  fome 
warm  altercations  arole,  concerning  the 
wanton  and  malicious  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  fubjed,  the  contempt  of 
law,  and  the  utter  illegality  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  In  a  few  moments  Mr. 
Webb  returned  j  and  a  thorough  fearch 
of  the  whole  houfe  was  immediately  be¬ 
gun.  When  this  fhocking  bufinefs  was 
nearly  finifhed,  information  was  brought 
to  the  Noble  Lord,  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  that  moment  conveyed  to  the  Tower, 
notwithftanding  the  Secretaries  of  State  had 
been  fully  informed  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  being  granted  by  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas :  upon  which  his  Lord- 
fhip  immediately  followed  him  to  the 
Tower,  but  was  refufed  admittance ;  the 

Tower 
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Tower  being  on  this  occallon  converted 
into  the  Baftile.  As  his  Lordfhip  was 
leaving  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe,  followed  by 
feveral  of  the  gentlemen  there,  Mr.  Webb 
held  up  a  key,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  keys,  and  which 
Mr.  Wood  had  afterwards,  and  afked, 

“  Whether  any  of  them  were  willing  to 
<«  fee  Mr.  Wilkes’s  papers  fealed  up?” 
but  none  of  them  chofe  to  be  fpe&ators  of 
fo  cruel  and  infamous  a  tranfadlion.  Even 
Carrington ,  the  oldefl  and  moft  experien¬ 
ced  of  the  Meflengers,  had  doubts  con¬ 
cerning  this  part  of  the  proceeding }  for 
he  fent  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  an  ex- 
prefs  meffage,  to  know,  “  Whether  all 
“  Mr.WiLKEs’s  papers  were  to  be  feized 
and  their  anfwer  was,  “  Yes,  ALL!” 
Therefore  every  repofitory  in  the  houfe 
was  examined  ;  and  in  order  to  make  this 
inhuman  bufinefs  as  complete  as  poffiblej 
a  Smith  was  fent  for,  who,  by  the  orders 
of  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  picked  fe¬ 
veral  locks  of  a  writing  delk.  When  every 
cabinet  and  every  drawer  had  been  fully 

explored. 
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explored,  all  his  papers,  together  with 
fuch  other  things  as  the  MelTengers,  who 
had  been  accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  plun¬ 
der,  thought  fit  to  take,  were  promifcu- 
oufiy  thrown  into  a  fack  j  and  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  pocket-book  clofed  the  mouth  of  it ! 
Thefe  papers  were  not  carried  before  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  the  warrant  directed, 
but  before  Mr.  S  tan  hope  and  Mr.  Webb: 
fo  that  a  very  material  part  of  the  illegal  au¬ 
thority,  which  the  Secretaries  of  State  had 
ufurped,  they,  in  as  illegal  a  manner> 
delegated  to  others.  And  to  the  barbarity 
of  thus  expofing  them  to  the  prying  eyes 
of  Clerks  and  Lawyers,  was  added,  the 
wanton  malice  of  making  articles  of  in¬ 
telligence  of  many  parts  of  them  for  the 
public  news-papers.  And  particularly  in 
a  collection  of  warrants,  and  other  office 
precedents,  which  Mr.  Webb  foon  after¬ 
wards  caufed  to  be  printed,  and  which 
printing  job  he  gave  to  Mr.  Balfe,  to  whom 
other  offers  were  made  in  expectation  of 
his  becoming  inftrumental  in  the  intended 
conviction  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  was  a  fcan- 

da'ious 
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dalous  note,  exploring  the  contents  o I 
fome  of  thefe  papers,  although  they  did 
not  bear  the  moil  diftant  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  government. 

During  the  three  firfl  days  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  confinement  in  the  Tower,  he 
was,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  warrant, 
kept  a  fafe  and  clofe  prifoner,  no  perfon 
whatfoever  (except  his  Keeper)  being  al¬ 
lowed  to  fee  or  fpeak  with  him.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  and  feveral  noble  perfons,  were  re¬ 
peatedly  refufed ;  as  were  likewife  his 
Council  and  Solicitor  many  times,  who 
came  to  confult  him  about  the  legal  me¬ 
thods  to  be  purfued  for  his  enlargement. 
Major  Rainsford,  Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,,  declared  to  Mr.  Gardiner, 
one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Council,  and  to 
Mr.  Beardmore,  then  his  Attorney, 
“  That  fuch  were  his  orders  from  the  Se- 
<c  cretaries  of  State,  which  he  durft  not 
(<  depart  from.” 

The  Major  of  the  garrifon,  in  whofe 
cuflody  Mr.  Wilkes  was,  like  a  good  of¬ 
ficer,  literally  obeyed  the  orders  he  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceivcd  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
which  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  note  *. 

On  Monday,  May  the  2d,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  ordered  a  return  to 
their  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus;  but  the 
return  made,  which  was  only  this, 
tc  That  they  had  him  not  in  their  cus¬ 
tody,’'  was  not  allowed  by  the  Court  to 
be  a  fufficient  one ;  yet  the  infufficiency 
of  it  prevented  that  enquiry  into  the 
caufe  of  confinement,  which  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a£t  requires  to  be  made.  Ano¬ 
ther  writ  was  therefore  moved  for  and 
granted.  In  confequence  of  this  fecond 

*  Orders  ijfued  by  the  lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Tower ,  refpefting  the  detention  of  John  Wilkes ,  Efq\ 

That  the  warders  appointed  to  keep  a  clofe 
prifoner,  (hall  not  prefume  to  leave  him  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  alone,  either  night  or  day,  or  to  change  their 
duty  with  other  warders,  but  by  particular  leave  or 
order  from  the  conftable,  lieutenant,  deputy  lieute¬ 
nant,  or  in  their  abfence  the  major  of  the  Tower. 

4  4  They  are  to  permit  no  perfon  to  have  admit¬ 
tance  into  the  room  he  is  confined  in,  or  to  fpeak  to 
him,  but  by  a  particular  order  brought  them  by  the 
major  or  gentleman  goaler.” 

The  Major  had  like  wife  a  written  order,  to  take 
down  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  applied  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

writ* 
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writ,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  next  morning 
brought  before  the  Court,  where  he  made 
a  fpeech,  which  the  reader  will  fee  in 
the  note,*  and  after  his  cafe  had  been 
argued,  he  was  remanded  to  the 
Tower,  the  Court  chufing  to  take  time 
to  confider  of  it,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  up  again  on  the  Friday  following: 
at  the  fame  time  the  Court  ordered,  that 
all  perfons  fhould  have  free  accefs  to  him. 

During 

*  Mr .  Wilke sys  Speech  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court  of 
Common-Pleas ,  cnTuefday  May  the  thirds  1763* 
My  Lord, 

“  I  feel  myfelf  happy  to  be  at  laft  brought  before 
a  Court,  and  before  Judges,  whofe  chara&eriftic 
is  the  love  of  Liberty.  I  have  many  humble  thanks 
to  return  for  the  immediate  order  you  were  pleafed 
to  iflue,  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  laying  my 
grievances  before  you.  They  are  of  a  kind  hitherto 
unparallelled  in  this  free  country,  and,  I  truft,  the 
confequences  will  teach  Minifters  of  Scottifh  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  principles,  that  .the  Liberty  of  an  Englifli 
fubjedt  is  not  to  be  fported  away  with  impunity,  in 
this  cruel  and  defpotic  manner. 

I  am  acculed  of  being  the  author  of  the  North 
Briton,  No.  45.  I  (hall  only  remark  upon  that  pa¬ 
per  that  it  takes  all  load  of  accufation  from  thefacred 
name  of  a  Prince,  whofe  family  I  love  and  honour, 
as  the  glorious  defenders  of  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  and 
whofe  perfonal  qualities  are  fo  amiable,  great,  and 
tefpeftable,  that  he  is  defervedly  the  idol  of  his  peo- 
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During  this  interval,  he  was  difmifled 
from  his  poll  of  Colonel  of  the  Bucking- 
hamfhire  militia,  which,  although  a  very 
natural  and  an  expected  mark  of  the 
Royal  difpleafure,  was  not,  at  this  critical 
moment,  a  very  popular  one:  for  the 
neceflary  courfe  to  be  purfued  in  his  cafe, 
or  in  the  language  of  Lawyers,  the  firft 
procefs  of  the  law,  was  clearly  fub  judice} 
and  before  the  King’s  Judges  j  therefore 

pie.  It  is  the  peculiar  fafhion  and  crime  of  thefe 
times,  a.-.d  of  thofe  who  hold  high  Minifterial  offi¬ 
ces  in  government,  to  throw  every  odious  charge 
from  themfelves  upon  Majefly.  The  author  of  this 
paper,  whoever  he  may  be,  has,  upon  conflitutional 
principles,  done  di redly  the  reverfe,  and  is  therefore 
in  me,  the  fuppofed  author,  meant  to  be  perfecuted 
accordingly.  The  particular  cruelties  of  my  treat¬ 
ment,  worfe  than  if  I  had  been  a  Scottifh  Rebel, 
this  Court  will  hear,  and  I  dare  fay,  from  your 
juftice,  in  due  time  redrefs. 

“  I  may,  perhaps,  ftill  have  the  means  left  me 
to  fhew  that  I  have  been  fuperior  to  every  temptation 
of  corruption.  They  may,  indeed  have  flattered 
themfelves,  that  when  they  found  corruption  could 
not  prevail,  perfecution  might  intimidate.  I  will 
fhew  myfelf  fuperior  to  both.  My  papers  have  been 
feized,  perhaps  with  a  hope  the  better  to  deprive 
me  of  that  proof  of  their  meannefs,  and  corrupt  pro¬ 
digality,  which  it  may  poffibly,  in  a  proper  place,  be 
t  io  my  ppwer  to  give.” 


fuch 
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fuch  difmiflion  was  at  leaft  precipitate , 
and  might  have  tended  to  influence  or 
intimidate  fome  Judges;  but  fortunately 
for  the  Rights  of  Englifhmen,  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  man  upon  the  bench,  who 
was  above  intimidation  in  a  juft  caufe, 
and  who  would  not,  at  the  expence  of 
Public  Liberty,  purchafe  the  fmiles  of  a 
Court,  nor,  from  a  faithful  difcharge  of 

t 

his  duty,  dread  the  frowns  of  it. 

On  Friday,  May  the  6th,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and,  by  the  unanimous 
judgment  of  the  whole  Court,  was  dis¬ 
charged,  upon  his  claim  of  privilege  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
He  made  two  fpeeches  on  this  occafton, 
which,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  at  length,  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  note  — But  notwithftanding  this 

deter- 

*  Mr*  Wilkes’*  fpeech  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas ,  on  Friday  May  the  6th ,  1763. 

“  My  Lord, 

u  Far  be  it  from  me  to  regret  that  I  have  pafled 
fo  many  more  days  in  captivity,  as  it  will  have  af¬ 
forded  you  an  opportunity  of  doing,  upon  mature 
reflexion,  and  repeated  examination,  the  more  fignal 

juftice 
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determination  of  the  Court,  he  was,  & 

few 

juflice  to  my  country.  The  liberty  of  all  Peers  and 
Gentlemen,  and  what  touches  me  more  fenfibly,  of 
all  the  middling  and  inferior  clafs  of  people,  who 
fland  moft  in  need  of  protection,  is  in  rriy  cafe  this 
day  to  be  finally  decided  upon  :  a  queftion  of  fuch 
importance  as  to  determine  at  once  whether  Englifh 
liberty  be  a  reality  orafhadow.  Your  own  freeborn 
hearts  will  feel  with  indignation  and  companion,  all 
that  load  of  oppreflion  under  which  I  have  fo  long 
laboured.  Clofe  imprifonment,  the  effect  of  pre¬ 
meditated  malice  :  all  accefs  for  more  than  two  days 
denied  to  me :  my  houfe  ranfacked  and  plundered  : 
my  moft  private  and  fecret  concerns  divulged  :  every 
vile  and  malignant  infinuation,  even  of  high  treafon 
itfelf,  no  lefs  induftrioudy  than  falfely  circulated,  by 
my  cruel  and  implacable  enemies,  together  with  all 
the  various  infolence  of  office,  form  but  a  part  of  my 
unexampled  ill  treatment.  Such  inhuman  principles 
of  ftar-cb  amber  tyranny  will,  I  truft,  by  this  Court, 
upon  th  o  lolemn  occafion,  be  finally  extirpated,  and 
henceforth  every  innocent  man,  however  poor  and 
unfupported,  may  hope  to  deep  in  peace  and  fecurity 
in  his  own  houfe,  unviolated  by  King’s  meffengers,  . 
and  the  arbitrary  mandates  of  an  over-bearing  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

I  will  no  longer  delay  your  juft  ice.  The  nation 
is  impatient  to  hear,  nor  can  be  fafe  or  happy,  till 
that  is  obtained.  If  the  fame  perfecution  is  after  all 
to  carry  me  before  another  Court,  1  hope  I  fhall  find 
that  the  genuine  fpirit  of  Magna  Charta,  that  glorious 
inhericance,  that  diftinguiftiing  chara&eriftic  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  is  as  religioudy  revered  there ,  as  I  know  it 
is  here ,  by  the  great  perfonages  before  whom  I  have 
now  the  happinefs  to  ftand  ;  and  (as  in  the  ever-memo- 
rable  cafe  of  the  imprifoned  Bijhops )  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Jury  of  free-born  Englifhmen,  will  perfift  to 

deter- 
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few  days  afterwards  ferved  with  a  Sub- 

poena, 

determine  my  fate ,  as  in  confcience  bound,  upon 
conftitutional  principles,  by  a  verdict  of  guilty  or  not 
guilty,  s  I  alk  no  more  at  the  hands  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen” 

After  which  the  Court  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinion  : 

“  The  return  being  read,  Mr.  Serjeant  Glyn  (the 
Defendant’s  Counfel)  prayed  it  might  be  filed ,  which 
was  ordered  accordingly ;  and  then  he  took  two 
exceptions  to  it,  and  fubmitted  further,  that  the 
Defendant  being  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was 
entitled  to  his  privilege,  and  ought  for  that  reafon  alone 
to  be  difeharged. 

After  folemn  argument  at  the  bar,  and  time  taken 
for  consideration,  the  Chief  Juftice  delivered  the 
refolution  of  the  Court  (which  was  unanimous)  to 
the  following  effeCl. 

Pratt  Ch.  Juft.  When  this  return  was  read, 
my  brohter  Glyn,  Counfel  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  made 
two  objections  to  it ;  and  tho9  thofe  fhould  fail  him, 
he  infilled  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  from  the  nature  of  his 
particular  ftation  and  character,  as  being  a  Member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  was  inti  tied  to  privilege 
of  Parliament,  and  ought  for  that  reafon  alone  to  be 
difeharged  from  his  prefent  imprifonment.  To  begin 
with  the  objections.  The  firft  was,  that  it  did  not 
appear  by  the  warrant  that  Mr.  Wilkes  flood  charged 
upon  any  evidence  with  being  the  Author  of  the  Libel 
described  in  the  warrant  \  the  true  queftion  arifing  upon 
this  objection  is,  .  whether  Hating  the  evidence  be 
eftential  to  the  validity  of  the  warrant,  and  upon  this 
point  we  are  all  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good  ;  we  confider  the  Secretaries  in  the  light  of 
common  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  they  no  more  than 
any  common  Juftices  can  iftiie  warrants  merely  ex 
officio^  or  for  offences  within  their  private  knowledge 
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poena,  requiring  his  appearance  to  an  in- 

for- 

being  in  thofe  cafes  rather  witnefTes  than  magi  fl  rates  ; 
but  tho’  this  be  admitted;  it  will  not  afFedf  the  pre- 
fent  queftion.  The  prefent  queftion  is,  whether  the 
ftating  the  evidence  be  client ial  to  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  ;  no  authority  has  been  cited  by  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  Counfel  to  fhew  it.  Rudyard’ s  cafe  in 
2  Ventr.  22.  was  indeed  referred  to,  but  upon  exa¬ 
mining  that  cale,  it  does  not  apply.  The  commit¬ 
ment  there  was  a  commitment  in  execution,  and 
therefore  it  was  neceliary  in  that  cafe  to  {fate  tne 
evidence.  It  was  urged  farther,  that  the  ground  of 
the  Juftices  jurifdidfion  refred  in  the  charge  by  wit- 
nefles,  and  if  it  was  otherwife,  every  man’s  liberty 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Juftices.  7  he  objec¬ 
tion  deferves  an  anfwer,  and  if  it  had  not  been  de¬ 
termined  before,  I  fhould  have  thought  it  very 
weighty  and  alarming  ;  but  it  has  been  fettled.  Before 
I  mention  the  cafe  where  it  was  folemnly  adjudged, 

I  would  take  notice,  that  neither  my  Lord  Cckey 
Lord  Hale,  or  Mr.  Hawkins ,  all  of  them  very  able 
wnteis  upon  the  Crown  Law,  have  conficiered  LcH 
a  charge  as  is  contended  for  to  be  efiential.  In  the 
trial  of  the  feven  Bi&ops,  tho’  they  were  committed 
upon  a  fimilar  warrant,  their  Counfel  did  not  take 
the  fame  objection.  In  referring  to  that  great  cafe,  I 
am  not  to  be  underflood  as  intending  to  give  any 
weight  to  the  determination  of  the  Judges  who  fat 
upon  the  Bench,  in  that  caufe ;  X  rely  only  on 
the  filence  of  the  Defendants  Counfel,  who  were  all 
of  them  Lovers  of  Liberty,  and  the  greateft  Lawyers 
of  that  age.  We  have  feen  precedents  of  commit¬ 
ments  returned  upon  Habeas  Corpus’s  into  the  King’s 
Bench ,  where  the  warrants  have  been  all  in  the  fame 
form,  and  no  fuch  objection  taken;  but  the  very 
point  was  determined  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  W  Wyndham* 
9  Vln.  Abr.  530,  535,  Sira.  2.  who  was  committed 
lor  high  treafon  generally,  and  not  on  the  charge  of 
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formation  filed  againft  him  in  the  King’s 

Bench, 

an v  body,  dated  in  the  commitment.  2.  Hawk. 
PI.  Cr.  120.  Chap.  17.  Sett.  17.  refers  to  the  cafe  of 
Sir  TV.lVyndham,  and  fays  it  is  fafer  to  fet  forth  that 
the  party  is  charged  upon  oath,  but  that  is  not 
necellary.  Thus  dands  this  point  on  authorities. 
The  other  objection  was,  that  the  Libel  itfelf  ought 
to  have  been  fet  forth  in  hcec  verba ;  but  upon  that 
point  too,  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  warrant  is 
good.  It  was  urged,  that  the  fpecific  caufe  of  de¬ 
tention  ought  to  be  dated  with  certainty;  and  there* 
fore,  if  a  man  be  committed  for  felony,  the  warrant 
muft  briefly  mention  the  fpecies  of  the  felony.  Now 
the  fpecies  of  every  offence  muft  be  colle&ed  by  the 
Magiftrate  out  of  the  evidence,  but  he  is  not  bound 
to  fet  forth  the  evidence,  he  is  anfwerable  only  for 
the  inference  he  deduces  from  it.  As  to  a  libel,  the 
evidence  is  partly  internal  and  partly  external.  The 
paper  itfelf  may  not  be  compleat  and  conclufive  evi* 
dence,  for  it  may  be  dark  and  unintelligible  without 
the  innuendoes  which  are  the  external  evidence. 
There  is  no  other  name  but  that  of  libel,  applicable 
to  the  offence  of  libelling,  and  we  know  the  offence 
fpecifically  by  that  name,  as  we  know  the  offences  of 
horfe-dealing,  forgery,  &c.  by  the  names  which  the 
law  has  annexed  to  them.  But  two  reafons  were 
urged  why  the  law  ought  to  be  dated.  Firfl,  it  was 
faid,  that  without  it  the  Court  cannot  judge  whether 
it  be  a  libel  or  not.  The  anfwer  is,  that  the  Court 
ought  not,  in  this  proceeding,  to  give  any  judgment 
of  that  fort,  as  it  would  tend  to  prejudication,  to  take 
away  the  office  of  a  Jury,  and  to  create  an  improper 
influence.  The  other  reafon  was,  that  unlefs  the 
libel  be  dated,  the  Court  cannot  be  able  to  determine 
on  the  quantity  of  bail.  I  anfwer,  that  regard  to 
thu  nature  of  the  offence,  is  the  only  neceffary  rule 
m  bailing  ;  as  to  the  offence  of  a  libel,  it  is  an  high 
mif iemeanor,  and  good  bail  (having  regard  to  the 
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by  Mr.  Yorke,  the  Attorney 

General. 

quality  of  the  offender)  fhould  be  required,  but  if  the 
libel  itfelf  was  Rated,  we  could  have  no  other  mea¬ 
sure  of  bailing  than  this  ;  befides,  there  has  been  no 
cafe  (hewn  to  warrant  this  reafon,  and  it  was  not 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Biihops,  but  then  it 
remain  to  be  confidered,  whether  Mr.  Wilkes  ought 
not  to  be  difcharged  ;  the  King’s  Counfel  have 
thought  fit  to  admit  that  he  was  a  Member  of  the 
Hoafe  of  Commons ,  and  we  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  it.  In  the  cafe  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  the  Court 
took  notice  of  their  privilege  from  their  defcription  in 
the  warrant,  in  the  prefent  cafe  there  is  no  fuit  de¬ 
pending  ;  here  no  writ  of  privilege  can  therefore 
rfiue,  no  plea  of  privilege  can  be  received  :  It  refts, 
and  muft  left  on  the  admiffion  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
Crown  ;  it  is  fairly  before  us  upon  that  admiffion, 
and  we  are  bound  to  determine  it.  In  Ld.  Coke 
4  lnft.  24,  25.  after  /hewing  that  privilege  of  Par¬ 
liament  is  con u fable  at  common  law,  he  fays,  that 
privilege  generally  holds,  unlefs  it  he  in  three  cafes, 
viz.  Treafon,  Felony,  and  the  Peace,  We  have 
not  been  able  to  have  recourfe  to  the  original  record, 
but  in  Cotton's  Abridgment ,  foi.  596,  you  will  find 
my  Lord  Coke  was  right.  The  cafe  I  would  refer 
to,  is,  that  of  William  Lake ,  9th  of  Henry  6.  who 
being  a  Member’s  fervant,  and  taken  in  execution  for 
debt,  was  delivered  by  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  the  book  adds,  (and  for  that  purpofe  I  re¬ 
fer  to  it)  wherein  is  to  be  noted,  that  there  is  no  caufe 
to  arreft  any  fucb  man,  but  for  Treafon,  Felony  and  the 
Peace.  In  the  trial  of  the  feven  Bifhops,  the  words 
cc  the  Peace”  are  explained  to  mean  “  Surety  of  the 
Peace.”  In  the  cafe  of  the  King  v.  Sir  Thomas  Cul - 
pepper ,  reported  in  12  Mod .  108.  -  Lord  Holt  fays, 
that,  whereas  it  is  faid  in  our  books,  that  Privilege 
of  Parliament  was  not  allowable  in  Treafon,  Felony, 
or  Breach  of  the  Peace,  it  muft  be  intended  where 
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General.  This  was  fuppofed  to  be  ano¬ 
ther 

fiurety  of  the  Peace  is  defired,  that  it  fhall  not  protect 
a  man  againd  a  Supplicavit ,  but  it  holds  as  well  in 
cafe  of  Indidlment,  Information  for  Breach  of  the 
Peace,  as  in  cafe  of  actions.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord 
Tankerville ,  a  few  years  ago,  which,  tho’  not  re¬ 
ported  in  any  law  book,  is  upon  record  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  held  that  bribery,  being  only  a  con/lruc~ 
the ,  and  not  an  aftual^  breach  of  the  peace,  ihould 
not  ouft  him  of  his  privilege  ;  there  is  no  diffe¬ 
rence  between  the  two  Moufes  of  Parliament  in 
refpe&of  privilege.  Theftatutes  of  12  Id  13  TViL  3. 
c  3*  and  2  &  3  /In.  c.  18.  fpeak  of  the  privilege  of 
Parliament  in  reference  not  to  one  Houfe  in  particu¬ 
lar,  but  to  both  Houfes,  what  then  is  the  prefent 
cafe  ?  Mr.  Wilkes ,  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com - 
mom ,  is  committed  for  being  the  Author  and  Pub- 
ii flier  of  an  infamous  and  feditious  Libel.  Is  a  Libel 
ipfo  Fafto  in  itfelf,  an  a&ual  breach  of  the  peace  ? 
Mr.  Dalton ,  in  his  JttJlice  of  the  Peace ,  fol.  289. 
defines  a  Libel  as  a  thing  tending  to  the  breach  of  the 
peace.  In  Sir  Bapti/l  "Hicks’ s  cafe,  Hob.  224.  it  is 
called  a  Provocation  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  In 
Lev.  139.  The  King  v.  Summers ,  it  was  held  to  be 
an  offence  conufable  before  Juflices,  becaufe  it  tended 
-to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  In  Hawk.  PL  Cor .  193. 
chap,  73.  fed  3  it  is  called  a  thing  diredtfy  tending  to 
a  breach  of  the  public  peace.  Now,  that  that  which 
tends  only  to  the  breach  of  the  peace,  is  not  an  aftual 
breach  of  it,  is  too  plain  a  proposition  to  admit  of 
argument.  But  if  it  was  admitted  that  a  libel  was  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  dill  privilege  cannot  be  excluded, 
imlefs  it  requires  miety  of  the  peace  ,  and  there  has 
been  no  precedent  but  that  of  the  feven  BiAiops  cited 
to  fhew  that  fureties  of  the  peace  are  requirable  from 
a  Libeller  ;  and  as  to  the  opinion  of  the  three  Judges 
in  that  cafe,  it  only  ferves  to  fliew  the  miferable  date 
of  juftice  in  thofe  days.  Allykone ,  one  of  the  three. 
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thcr  breach  of  the  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

was  a  rigid  and  profefTed  Papifl  ;  Wright  and  Hollo- 
vjay^  I  am  much  afraid,  were  placed  there  for  doing 
jobs  *,  and  Powell ,  the  only  honeff  man  upon  the 
Bench,  gave  no  opinion  at  all.  Perhaps  it  implies  an 
abfurdity  to  demand  fureties  of  the  peace  from  a  Li¬ 
beller  ;  however,  what  was  done  in  the  cafe  of  the 
leven  Bifhops,  I  am  bold  to  deny  was  Law. 

Upon  the  whole,  tho’  it  fhould  be  admitted,  that 
fureties  of  the  peace  are  requirable  from  Mr.  Wilkes , 
ffill  his  privilege  of  Parliament  will  not  be  taken 
away  ’till  fureties  have  been  demanded  and  refufed. 
Let  him  be  difcharged. 

Air.  Wilkes  then  addrejjed  himfelf  to  the  Court  in 
the  words  follozving  ; 

My  Lord, 

“  Great  as  my  joy  mull  naturally  be  at  the  deci- 
fion  which  this  Court  with  a  true  fpirit  of  Liberty ,  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  concerning  the  unwarrantable 
feizure  of  my  per f on ,  and  all  the  other  confequential 
grievances,  allow  me  to  affine  you  that  I  feel  it  far 
lefs  fenlibly  on  my  own  account ,  than  I  do  for  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  bufferings  of  an  individual  are  a  trifling  ob- 
jett,  when  compared  with  the  whole  ;  and  1  fhould 
blufh  to  feel  for  myfelf  in  comparifon  with  confidera- 
tions  of  a  nature  lo  tranfcendently  fuperior . 

“  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  poor  thanks  ! 
Thanks  are  due  to  you  from  the  whole  Englijh  nation, 
and  from  all  the  fubjedfs  of  the  Englijh  crown.  They 
will  be  paid  you  together  with  every  teffimony  of 
zeal  and  affedfion  to  the  learned  Serjeant  [Glynn]  who 
has  fo  abl'j  and  fo  conjlitutionally  pleaded  my  caufe, 
2nd  in  mine  (with  pleafure  I  fay  it)  the  caufe  of  Li¬ 
berty.  Every  teffimony  of  my  gratitude  isjuftiy  due 
to  jou,  and  I  take  leave  of  this  Court  with  a  venera¬ 
tion  and  refpedf,  which  no  time  can  obliterate,  nor 
can  the  mod  grateful  heart  fufficientlv  exprefsT 

CHAP, 


(  1 75  ) 

CHAP.  XII. 

RcfleBions.  Lord  Temple  disproves  of  the 
acrimony  in  the  North  Briton.  Makes  a 
dijlinaion  between  the  fuppofed  criminalty 
oj  that  paper ,  and  the  public  caufe  which 
it  gave  rife  to.  Determines  to  fupport 
that  public  caufe.  Is  difmijfed  from  the 
lieutenancy  of  the  county  oj  Bucks.  Is 
deferted  by  the  old  leaven  of  the  paity  ; 
who  pay  their  compliments  at  St.  fames  s , 
and  enter  into  a  league  to  betray ,  and 
facrifice  the  Public  Liberty. 

rp  HE  difeharge  of  Mr.  Wilkes 
I  from  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower,  furnifhed  new  matter  of  accu- 
fation  again  ft  the  Minifters  j  for  to  the 
many  wanton  and  malicious  violations  of 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  which  in  his 
cafe  had  been  committed,  was  now  ad¬ 
ded, 'the  foletnn  decifion  of  a  moft  fla¬ 
grant  and  dangerous  breach  of  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  Parliament,  which  alone  would, 
in  fome  days,  have  been  fufficient  to 
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overthrow  the  firmed:  Minifter  •  and  this 
offence  was  the  more  ffrong,  as  the  de- 
cifion  of  it  had  been  pronounced  in  one 
of  the  King’s  fuperior  Courts,  by  a  Judge 
of  high  reputation,  with  the  confent  of 
the  three  other  Judges,  and  after  time 
taken  to  confider  of  it. 

In  one  part  of  thefe  arbitrary  proceedings 
all  the  people  of  England  were  interested. 
As  a  geneial  warrant,  which  named  no¬ 
body,  might  have  extended  to  every  body, 
and  as  the  abufes  and  cruelties  committed 
nnaer  that  autnority  might  have  happened 
to  any  other  perfon,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  if  the  Meffengers  had  been  fo 
inclined  :  it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that 
the  whole  kingdom  inftantly  became  a- 
laimed,  and  that  every  man  began  to  con¬ 
sider  the  cafe  as  his  own.  In  another  part, 
the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  weie  efientialy  concerned,  as  their 
privileges  had  been  dangeroufly  violated. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Administration  were 
exceedingly  incenfed  againft  the  Judge, 
foi  giving  that  opinion ;  and  though  this 
difficulty  they  afterwards  found  means  to 

furmount. 
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furmount,  by  the  Parliament’s  generoully 
furrendering  this  fuppofed  privilege,  to 
facilitate  the  views  of  the  Crown,  yet  the 
public  opinion  remained  unaltered. 

Such  manifeft  and  outrageous  violations 
of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and  fuch  a 
contempt  for  the  authority  and  dignity  of 
Parliament,  as  this  cafe,  in  all  its  parts, 
was  obvioufly  pregnant  with,  undoubtedly 
Simulated  Lord  Temple,  from  the  firft 
moment,  publicly  to  hand  forth  in  de¬ 
fence  of  both,  and  with  his  perfon ,  as 
well  as  his  purfe ,  to  combat  this  monffer 
of  State  Tyranny,  which  had,  for  a  feries 
of  years,  ufurped  an  authority  from  which 
none  in  the  kingdom  were  exempt ;  and 
the  cruelties  of  which  all  ranks  of  people 
had,  at  different  times,  experienced ;  but 
moft  feverely  the  lowed  j  whofe  dread  of 
power,  and  inability  to  contend  with  the 
weight  of  government,  had  buffered  thefe 
illegal  apprehenfions  of  perfons,  and 
ieizures  of  papers,  to  grow  into  a  com¬ 
mon  and  handing  practice.  Fortunately 
for  the  future  liberties  of  Englifhmen,  and 
for  the  fecurity  of  every  man’s  houfe, 

there 
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there  lived  at  this  time  a  Lord  Temple  ; 
whofe  unbounded  generality  and  public 
fpirit,  whofe  real  love  of  Liberty  and  his 
Country,  would  not  luffer  him  to  fee, 
with  impunity,  thefe  great  and  alarming 
violations  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  Eng- 
lilhmen. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  a 
man’s  offence  and  the  manner  of  puniffi- 
ing  him  for  it ;  and  it  came  out  afterwards, 
to  the  conviction  of  a  very  full  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  Lordfhip  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  carrying  on  that  paper  with  fo 
much  acrimony,  nor  of  thofe  national 
reflections,  with  which  it  was  replete; 
that  he  had  repeatedly  advifed  the  difcon- 
tinuance  of  the  publication  ;  for  he  could 
never  approve  of  that  kind  of  writing,  nor 
of  that  particular  papery  and  much  more, 
fo  the  fame  effeCt,  was  affirmed,  by  Mr. 
Webb,  to  be  the  contents  of  fome  of  his 
Lordlhip’s  letters  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  which 
were  found  among  Mr.  Wilkes’s  papers. 
But  however  highly  his  Lordfhip  might 
difapprove  of  the  manner  of  writing  the 
North  Briton,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  he 
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difapproved  more  highly  of  thofe  who 
aeferted  the  fuppcfed  Author,  when  he 
flood  mod:  in  need  of  their  affiftance. 
This  treachery  was  mod;  infamous;  for 
whatever  Mr.  Wilkes’s  faults  might  be, 
yet  Government  were  far  more  inex- 
cufable,  as  there  could  not  be  the  lead; 
fhadow  of  a  doubt,  that  the  proceedings 
againfl  Mr. Wilkes  and  the  Printers,  were 
wholly  illegal ;  were  dangerous  abufes  of 
power,  and  the  more  fo,  as  they  had 
continued  for  a  feries  of  years,  and  were 
attempted  to  bejullified  by  the  precedents 
of  office  ;  therefore,  on  the  behalf  of  all 
the  King’s  fubjeds,  the  condud  of  the 
Adminiftration,  in  this  cafe,  called  loudly 
for  a  fpeedy  and  flrong  condemnation.  On 
this  ground  Lord  Temple  advanced, 
taking  true  Conditutional  Liberty  for  his 
guide,  and  declaring  in  the  ftrongeft  man¬ 
ner  to  all  his  friends,  many  of  whom  began 
to  tremble  for  his  fafety,  that  if  the  fame 
violations  had  been  committed  againfl  any 
other  man,  and  not  Mr.  Wilkes,  his 
own  condud  would  be  juft  the  fame. 
But  this  intrepid  and  laudable  public  fpirit 

brought 
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bi ought  upon  him  the  indignation  and 
refen tment  of  the  Court,  and  deprived 
him  of  the  flrength  and  fupport  of  the 
party.  The  firft  appeared  in  taking  from 
him  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  county  of 
Buckingham  j  an  employment  which, 
though  neither  of  emolument  nor  confe- 
quence,  yet  could  not  fo  naturally  be 
vefted  in  any  other,  as  none  other  flood 
fo  high  in  the  efteem  and  favour  of  the 
county.  The  laft  was  manifefted  by  an 
almoft  general  defertion  of  the  whole 
party ;  and  particularly  of  thofe  who  had 
affedied  to  put  themfelves  a  little  forward, 
in  order  to  extort  the  title  of  leaders. 
Thefe  made  a  fcandaious  figure ;  for  in- 
ftead  of  appearing  openly  and  firmly  in 
fupport  of  the  man,  who  had  fuffered  in 

their  fervice,  and  had  given  them  a  great 
caufe  of  triumph,  they,  in  a  few  days  after 

his  difeharge  from  the  Tower,  publicly 
fhewed  themfelves  at  St.  James’s,  hoping, 
no  doubt,  by  fuch  an  unexpected  and  Ang¬ 
ular  appearance,  at  that  time,  to  convince 
the  whole  Court,  that  they  difclaimed  all 
connexion  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  every 

part 
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part  of  his  caufe.  Finding,  however, 
that  this  was  not  fufficient  to  open  a 
door  for  them  into  offices,  they  went 
further  to  affiure  the  Court  of  their 
lincerity  in  this  offered  defertion  of 
their  friends,  and  the  caufe  they  had  pre¬ 
tended  to  efpoufe.  1  hey  publickly  talked 
and  wrote  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wilkes 
being  wholly  indefenfible  ;  of  government 
having  done  no  more  than  what  was  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  and  of  fuch  ufage  being 
both  juftifiable  and  legal.  But  as  a  Judge 
of  great  authority,  had  pronounced  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  they  con- 
fidered  this  part  of  the  proceedings  as  molt 
dangerous  to  the  Adminiflxation  ,  and 
therefore  they  apprehended  nothing  would, 
or  could,  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Court 
than  an  offer  to  accommodate  and  facili¬ 
tate  this  knotty  point  to  their  wifhes  :  ac¬ 
cordingly  thofe  who  affected  to  call  them- 
felves  the  principals  of  the  Minority, 
but  whom  the  public  did  then,  and  does 
now  well  know,  were  only  the  rotten  part 
of  it,  entered  into  a  league  with  an  emi¬ 
nent  Prerogative  Lawyer,  fmce  dead,  whofe 

name 


rvame  was  repeatedly  hung  out  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  papers,  as  the  enfign  of  this  perfidious 
and  contemptible  fadion,  to  betray  and 
give  up  the  wnoie  caufe.  What  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  entei  ing  into  that  league  were, 
have  not  yet  tranfpired,  nor  are  they  of  any 
importance  to  the  public  :  but  thus  much  is 
certain  as  to  the  purpofe  and  defigns  of  it, 
that  the  Junto,  of  whom  it  was  compo- 
fed,  engaged  to  defend  and  uphold  the  in- 
difpenfible  necefiity,  ufe,  and  ineftimable 
fervice  of  General  Warrants  to  the  State; 
and  above  all,  the  legality  of  thofe  War¬ 
rants.  ^  hen,  as  privilege  hao  been  lately 
decided  upon  to  the  difadvantage  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  as  it  might  be  their  more 
immediate  intereft  to  join  in  the  ruin  of 
that  untoj  cunate  perlbn,  whom  they  law 
anc  laid,  was  the  deltined  vidim  of  mi¬ 
ni  It  eviai  malice  ;  and  as  he  could  not*  be 
fo  ealily  come  at  while  his  privilege  re¬ 
mained  ;  they  likewife  engaged  to  vote 
that  privilege  away ,  in  order  to  affift  the 
views  of  the  crown,  and  preferve  the  ad- 
miniltration  from  cenfure.  Thefe  are  cer¬ 
tain  faSls,  and  mull,  to  lateft  pofierity, 

mark 


i 


mark  the  individuals  who  engaged  in  fuch 
dark  and  bafe  tranfa&ions,  as  the  mod  in¬ 
famous  of  all  traitors  :  for  furely  no  trea¬ 
chery  can  be  equal  to  that  which  is  not 
only  unprovoked,  but  wholly  undeferved, 
and  involved  in  it,  as  this  was  mod:  mani- 
feftly  intended  to  do,  not  only  the  facrifice 
of  thofe  intrepid  and  upright  perfons,  who 
had  bravely  flood  m  the  gap  of  Public  Li¬ 
berty  j  but  the  Conftitution  itfelf  was  to 
be  given  up,  and  deftroyed,  for  fo  lmall 
a  price  as  a  lucrative  office. 


CHAP, 
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C  PI  A  P  XIII. 

Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  Secret 
t anes  of  State .  Mefengers  profecuted # 
Lord  Halifax  (lands  out  in  contempt  of 
the  Court,  F rial  oj  the  ablion  brought 
againf  Mr •  Wood.  Mr.  W ilkes  acquitted 
as  Author  and  Publifher  of  the  North - 
Briton.  An  attempt  made  to  affajjinate 
him  by  one  Alexander  Hun.  Erebls  a 
printing  prefs  in  his  houfe.  Publijhes 
propojals  for  a  Jubfcription.  Prints  the 
North  Britons ,  and  Efay  on  Woman. 
His  imprudencies.  Goes  to  France ,  where 
he  is  infulted  by  one  Capt .'Forbes. 


UPON  Mr.  Wx  LKEs\r  difcharge  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,* 
profecutions  were  immediately  commenced 

again  ft 

*  The  inftant  Mr.  Wilkes  came  home  from  the 
■Court  of  Common  Pleas,  he  fent  the  following  letter 
to  the  Secretaries  of  State  : 

Great  George-Jlreet^  May  6,  1763* 
*c  My  Lords, 

<c  On  my  return  here  from  Weftminfter-hall, 
where  I  have  been  difcharged  from  my  commitment 
to  the  Tower  under  your  lordftxips  warrant,  I  find 

that 


ill 


again#  the  King’s  Meflengers,  for  un¬ 
lawfully  feizing  the  journeymen  Printers, 

and 


that  my  houfe  has  been  robb’d,  and  am  inform’d 
that  the  flolen  goods  are  in  the  poflefTion  of  one  or  both 
of  your  Lordfhips.  I  therefore  infift  that  you  do 
forthwith  return  them  to 

Your  humble  fervant 

JOHN  WILKES. 

Directed  to 

the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 


This  was  not  a  very  handfome,  nor  a  very  proper 
way  of  treating  the  Secretaries  of  State.  As  gentle¬ 
men,  they  were  entitled  to  good  manners  at  lead  ; 
and  furely  the  accufing  them  of  having  received  ftolen 
goods  was  a  grofs  indecency.  However,  they  feemed 
refolved  to  match  him  in  folly  and  imprudence,  and 
fent  him  the  following  anfwer : 


cc 


S  I  R, 


Great  Georgeflreet ,  May  7,  1763. 


IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  yefterday,  in  which 
you  take  upon  you  to  make  ufe  of  the  indecent  and 
fcurrilous  exprellions  of  your  having  found  your  houfe 
had  been  robbed ,  and  that  the  flolen  goods  are  in  our 
pojfejfton :  We  acquaint  you  that  your  papers  were 
feized  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  charge  brought 
againft  you,  for  being  the  author  of  an  infamous  and 
feditious  libel,  tending  to  inflame  the  minds,  and 
alienate  the  affe&ions  of  the  people  from  his  Majefty, 
and  excite  them  to  traiterous  infurredlions  againft 
the  government ;  for  which  libel,  notwithftanding 
your  difcharge  from  your  commitment  to  the  Tower, 
his  Majefty  has  ordered  you  to  be  profecuted,  by  his 
Attorney  General. 


N 


We 
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and  other  fervants,  of  Mr.  Leach.  No¬ 
thing,  certainly,  could  be  more  laudable, 
nor  more  interefting  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  than  thefe  profecutions,  as  they 

tended 


iC  We  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  you  mean  by 
ft olen  goods ;  but  fuch  of  your  papers  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  your  guilt,  fhall  be  reftored  to  you  ; 
fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  our 
duty  to  deliver  over  to  thofe,  whofe  office  it  is  to 
collet  the  evidence;,  and  manage  the  profecution 
againfl  you.  We  are 

Your  humble  fervants, 
Egremont. 

Dunk  Halifax.” 

Directed  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Here  is  a  clear  avowal  of  the  principle  of  feizing 
Mr.  WilkesV  papers;  a  principle  fo  extremely 
horrid  and  cruel,  that  every  Englifhman  muft  fhudder 
at  the  idea.  It  was  obferved  by  a  very  able  Lawyer, 
that  this  evidence  was  collected  with  as  much  force, 
and  with  as  little  right  by  law,  as  fome  other  collec¬ 
tions  are  made,  for  which  the  collectors  are  hanged 
when  taken. 

To  this  anfwer  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  the  following 
reply,  viz. 

Great  George  freet^  May  9,  1763. 
cc  My  Lords, 

cc  LITTLE  did  I  expect,  when  I  was  re¬ 
quiring  from  your  Lordfhips  what  an  Englifhman  has 
a  right  to,  his  property  taken  from  him,  and  faid  to 
be  in  your  Lordfhips  pollcffion,  that  I  fhould  have 
received  in  anfwer,  from  perfons  in  your  high  ffation, 
the  expreffions  of  indecent  and  fcurrilous  applied  to 

my 
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tended  to  ftrike  at,  and  fairly  try,  the 
legality,  of  thofe  powers,  which  the 
Secretaries  of  State  had,  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  ufurped.  None,  hi- 

roy  legal  demands.  The  refped  I  bear  to  his  Majefty, 
\yhofe  fervants  it  Teems  you  ftill  are,  tho’  you  Hand 
legally  convicted  of  having  in  me  violated, in  the  high- 
eft  and  moft  offenfive  manner,  the  liberties  of  all  the 
Commons  of  England,  prevents  my  returning  you 
an  anfwer  in  the  fame  Billingfgate  language.  If  I 
confidered  you  only  in  your  private  capacities,  I 
fhould  treat  you  both  according  to  yourdeferts :  but 
where  is  the  wonder  that  men,  who  have  attacked 
the  facred  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and  have  iflued  an 
illegal  warrant  to  feize  his  property,  Ihould  proceed 
to  fuch  libellous  expreflions  ?  You  fay,  “  that  fuch 
of  my  papers  (hall  be  reftored  to  me,  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  oroof  of  my  guilt.0  I  owe  this  to  your  appre- 
henfion  of  an  adion,  not  to  your  love  of  juftice  j 
and  in  that  light,  if  I  can  believe  your  Lordfhip’s 
afTurances,  the  whole  will  be  returned  to  me.  I  fear 
neither  your  profecution,  nor  your  perfecution  ;  and 
1  will  affert  the  fecurity  of  my  own  houfe,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  my  perfon,  and  every  right  of  the  people, 
not  fo  .much  for  my  own  fake,  as  for  the  fake  of 
every  one  of  my  Englifti  fellow  fubjeds. 

I  am, 

my  Lords, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WiLKEJ, 

Directed  to 

the  Earls  ofEGREMoNT  and  Halifax, 
his  Majefty ’s  principalSecretaries  of  State, 

N  2  therto. 
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therto,  had  had  fpirit  enough  to  attack 
government  in  its  own  fortrefs :  or,  if 
any  had,  government  always  bought 
them  off  ",  but  moft  commonly  the  par¬ 
ties  were  too  indigent  to  contend  with 
the  Treafury,  and  the  power  of  the 
Crown  :  fo  that  one  way  or  other  the 
proceedings  in  thefe  matters  never  came 
before  the  public.  The  trial  of  the 
King’s  Meflengers  in  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  at  Guildhall,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1763,  was  the  firft.  And  here 
it  rauft  be  obferved,  that  had  not  a  long 
purfe  been  found  to  contend  with  the 
public  Treafury,  thefe  proceedings,  no- 
torioufly  illegal  as  they  were,  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  brought  to  a  judicial  and 
legal  condemnation.  The  fadt  is,  that 
Earl  Temple,  and  he  only,  gave  it 
fpirit,  and  was  the  great  linew  of  the 
whole  caufe.  He  was  inflexible  in  his 
refolution  of  checking  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  refcuing  the  fubjedt  from 
tyrannous  ufage.  It  was  at  his  ex¬ 
pence  that  this,  and  the  fucceeding 
victories  over  arbitrary  power,  were  ob- 

f”‘"ea; 
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tained  and  which  have  now,  and  for 
ever,  fixed  the  liberties  of  Englishmen, 
upon  the  folid  bafis  of  the  constitution. 
Had  he  been  as  treacherous  in  Spirit,  and 
as  fparing  of  his  money,  on  this  great  oc¬ 
casion,  as  the  reft  of  the  party.  General 
Warrants,  together  with  all  the  other 
illegal  pra&ices,  and  infolences  of  office, 
would  have  ftill  continued  :  for  there  was 
perhaps  more  real  inability  in  thefe  ftrft: 
profecutors  (the  Journeymen  Printers)  to 
bring  actions  againft  the  King’s  Meften- 
gers,  than  in  all  the  precedents  of  appre- 
henfions  which  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Secretary  of  State’s  office.  Therefore  it 
is  clear  that  this  offence,  would  have  died 
away,  like  all  the  others,  had  it  not  been 
taken  up  by  Somebody  of  property,  and 
Spirit,  who  neither  regarded  the  enmity  of 
Government,  nor  the  expence  which  Such 
a  proSecution  would  inevitably  occafion  ; 
and  whofe  only  objedt  could  be  no  other} 
but  the  eftablifhment  of  the  true  constitu¬ 
tional  liberty  of  Englishmen. — In  that 
cafe,  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
public,  who  the  perfons  fo  treated  were  ; 

N  3  the 
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the  only  queftion  which  interefted  the 
public,  was.  Were  thofe  apprehenfions 
legal  ? 

The  points  contended  for  on  the  part 

of  the  crown,  in  the  firft  trial  of  an  adtion 

/ 

brought  againft  the  King’s  MelTengers,  by 
one  of  the  journeymen  Printers,  were, 

1.  The  legality  of  the  warrant. 

2 .  The  due  execution  of  that  warrant. 

3.  Two  aids  of  Parliament  of  the  Seventh 
of  James  I.  and  the  twenty  fourth  of 
George  II.  in  the  nature  of  a  bar  to 

the  action  againft  the  defendants ,  the 
Mejfengers  and  fending  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  over  for  remedy  againft  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  And  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  the  Crown  infifted,  that  the 
Jury  fliould  find  a  Special  VerdiEl. 
The  Chief  Juftice  gave  his  opinion, 
that  the  Jury  could  not  be  compelled  to 
find  a  Special  Verdidt :  and  likewife  his 
judgment  upon  the  three  points  of  law, 
viz. 

1 .  That  the  warrant  was  illegal. 

2,  That  it  was  illegally  executed. 

3.  Thai 
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5.  That  the  Secretaries  of  State  were 
not  within  the  acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  James  1.  or  George  II.  and 
confequently ,  that  the  action  will  lie 
a  gain  ft  the  MeJJengers. 

Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  the 
Crown  Lawyers  againft  it,  the  Jury  in- 
lifted  upon  their  Right  to  find  a  General 
Verdict,  and  they  did  fo,  by  giving  the 
man  (who  had  been  in  cuftody  but  a  few 
hours)  Three  Hundred  Pounds  Dama¬ 
ges.  Upon  which  the  Council  for  the 
Crown  immediately  tendered  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
ceptions  againft  the  opinions  of  the  Chief 
Juftice,  and  the  verdidt  of  the  Jury ;  which 
bill  appeared  ready  engroffed  upon  two 
fkins  of  parchment,  and  afforded  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  fuch  was  the  fpirit  and 
intention  of  Government,  to  fupport  thefe 
arbitrary  proceedings,  although  they  knew 
they  were  illegal;  and,  if  poflible,  by 
every  delay,  chicanery,  and  expence,  to 
weary  out  their  opponents,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  matter  being  finally  decided ; 
that  a  refolution  had  been  previoully  taken 
to  objedt  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judge,  and 
the  verdidt  of  the  Jury,  even  before  it 

N-4  could 
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could  be  known  what  that  opinion,  or 
what  that  verdidt  might  be  *.  This  con¬ 
duct  did  not  pafs  without  a  fevere  animad- 
verlion,  very  much  to  the  difcredit  of  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  other  hand  the  friends 
of  Liberty  were  exceedingly  elated :  the 
public  voice  was  with  them  drongly  and 
unanimoufly.  There  was  not  an  Eng- 
lifhman  who  did  not  either  publicly  or 
privately  rejoice,  with  uncommon  plea- 
fure,  at  this  vidtory  over  an  ufurped,  un- 
conftitutional  and  arbitrary  power.  '  This 
period  feemed  like  another  Revolution, 
giving  frerti  and  further  fecurity  to  the 
future  liberties  of  Englifhmen.  And  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  rejoicings,  the  public 
did  not  fail  to  pour  forth  the  warmed 
teftimonies  of  their  affedfion  and  gratitude, 
to  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
great  palladium  of  Englifh  Liberty,  and 
who  feemed  determined  to  fpare  neither 
pains  nor  expence,  to  carry  on  and  finifla 
this  glorious  and  ever-memorable  work. 

*  The  learned  Judge  declared  from  the  bench* 
that  the  Attorney  General,  and  his  colleagues,  knew 
his  opinion  before  he  knew  it  himfelf, 

The 
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The  other  Printers,  to  the  number  of 
about  feventeen  or  eighteen,  likewife 
brought  adtions  againft  the  Meflengers, 
and  all  of  them,  even  to  the  very  errand- 
boy,  recovered  damages. 

Mr.  Wilkes  alio  brought  adlions  a- 
gainft  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Mr.  Wood 
and  Mr.  Webb  ;  but  his  adions  againft 
the  Secretaries  of  State  never  came  to  trial. 
That  againft  Lord  Egremont  ended  of 
courfe  with  his  Lordlhip’s  death,  which 
happened  a  few  months  afterwards.  That 
againft  Lord  Halifax,  which  was  the 
moft  interefting  to  the  Public,  as  the  war¬ 
rant  itfelf  mull  have  come  in  iffue,  and 
the  legality  of  the  whole  proceeding,  was 
evaded,  by  his  Lordlhip  carting  elfoi^ns, 
pleading  privilege,  and  at  length  handing 
out  in  contempt  of  the  Court,  until  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  outlawed,  which  deprived 
him  of  any  further  aflirtance  from  the 
Courts  of  Juftice.  The  particulars  of 
this  delay  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note*. 

But 

*  Wilkes,  Efq;  againft  the  s  ,  ,  , 

Earl  of  Halifax  and  the  three  /  ^nSina’  was  fued 

Meflengers  who  executed  the?* 

general  warrant  j  ^'it  or  June 

and 
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But  the  action  againft  Mr.  Wood  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1763. 
<c  When  the  caufe  ltood  ready  for  trial, 
the  Court  was  moved  on  the  part  of  the 

defendant, 

and  returnable  from  the  day  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in 
three  weeks  (19th  of  June,  1763);  and  the  Earl 
being  fummoned,  caft  an  elToign,  which  was  ad¬ 
journed  until  the  18th  of  November.  Then  comes 
in  privilege  :  which  being  at  an  end,  and  all  the  ef- 
foigns  expired,  a  didringas  was  taken  out,  tefted  the 
.  9th  of  May,  being  the  firff  day  of  Eafter  term,  1764, 
returnable  from  the  day  of  Eafter  in  five  weeks  (27th 
of  May) — the  Sheriff'  returns  forty  (hillings  iffues — - 
The  Earl  does  not  appear — The  Court  direcSbs  fifty 
pounds  iffues — -An  alias  diitringas  is  taken  out,  tefted 
the  30th  of  May,  and  returnable  on  the  morrow  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  (18th  of  June)  the  Sheriff  returns 
bis  iffues  ■ — The  Earl  dill  refufes  to  appear — The 
Court  orders  five  hundred  pounds  iffues. — A  pluries 
diftringas  is  taken  out,  tefted  the  firffc  day  of  Trinity 
term  (the  22d  of  June)  and  returnable  in  three 
weeks  of  the  Holy  Trinity  (the  8th  of  July).— In 
November  following  Mr.  Wilkes  was  outlawed; 
then  the  Earl  appeared,  and  pleaded  the  outlawry. 

When  I  fee  a  Secretary  of  State  obftinately 
fighting  with  the  laws  of  his  country,  uling  privilege 
to  the  utmoft,  notwithftanding  it  was  the  ground  of 
the  Royal  complaint  to  the  Commons  again  ft  Mr. 
Wilkes,  availing  himfelf  of  every  practicable  ef- 
foign,  and,  at  length,  withftanding  all  the  procefs 
and  penalties  of  a  Court  of  Juftice,  to  avoid  trying 
the  right  of  a  tranfa&ion,  which  has  never  yet  been 

diredly 
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defendant,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
juftiry  under  the  warrant,  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Court  s 
which  the  Court,  after  coniideration  c ?r 
that  reafon ,  and  that  only,  allowed.  Lut 
when  the  caufe  came  to  be  tried,  Mr. 

diredly  given  up ;  and  perhaps  waiting  for  an  out¬ 
lawry  of  his  prOfecutor,  in  order  then  to  mock  the 
juftice  of  his  country  ff ill  more,  by  entering  an  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  fuit  againft  him,  at  a  t:me  when  his 
profecutor  can  no  longer  go  on  with  it  ;  I  proteft, 
altho’  an  old,  fober,  private  individual,  that  I  lofe 
my  temper,  look  for  red  refs  from  fome  other  quarter, 
and  feel  myfelf  inclined  to  join  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
Commons  of  England,  to  take  up  the  coniideration, 
and  go  on  with  the  profecution  of  that  caufe,  which 
every  freeman  is  interefted  in,  and  which  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  Juftice  have  been  fo  long  foiled  in.  I  re¬ 
member  what  is  Mr.  Locke’s  definition  of  liberty  ; 
what  he  makes  the  province  of  a  court  of  judicature; 
what  the  extent  of  the  legiflative  power  ;  and  what, 
according  to  him,  creates  a  diffolution  of  all  govern¬ 
ment. - Who,  under  fuch  circumftances,  would 

blame  a  Jury,  fhould  they  at  laft  have  fuch  a  Secretary 
brought  before  them,  for  giving  extraordinary,  ex¬ 
emplary  damages,  in  terrorem !  Efpecially,  if  they 
fhould  have  all  imaginable  foundation  for  believing  the 
judgment,  upon  fuch  verdid,  will  be  delayed  by 
every  artifice  of  bills  of  exceptions,  fpecial  verdids, 
motions  for  new  trial,  writs  of  error,  &c.  that  can 
be  pradifed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  effed  from  it, 
and  to  overbear,  in  the  long  run,  the  poor  profecutor 
by  dint  of  expence.”  the  Father  of  Candor . 


Wood* 
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Wood,  by  the  advice  of  his  Counfcl, 
and  to  the  furprize  of  the  Chief  JuPiee, 
deferted  his  juPification,  declined  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  the  Court  had  indulged 
him  with,  of  bringing  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  into  debate,  and  reforted  to  the 
**  objection  which  had  been  urged  in  the 
trial  of  the  MelTengers,  namely,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  a  Juftiee  of  Peace, 
and  therefore  ought  to  have  been  made  a 
party  defendant  in  the  fuit.” 

Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  declaration  com¬ 
plained,  that  Mr.  Wood  entered  hishoufe, 
made  a  great  noife  and  diPurbance,  and 
Paid  therein  twelve  hours  ;  broke  open 
his  locks,  drawers,  cabinets  and  icrutores, 
and  took  away  his  papers. 

To  this  Mr.  Wood  pleaded,  firjl.  Not 
Guilty  :  and,  fccondly ,  juPified  as  to  en¬ 
tering  the  houfe  and  Paying  in  it  half  an 
hour,  but  did  not  mention  a  word  about 
opening  his  drawers  and  feizing  his  pa¬ 
pers,  which  was  the  great  trefpafs.  He 
Pated  the  King’s  Speech  of  the  19th  of 
April,  1763  ;  the  publication  of  the  North 
Briton  on  the  23d  5  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
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publisher  and  author  of  that  paper  ;  that 
the  Meflengers  entered  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe  with  a  Conftable  ;  that  Mr.  Wood, 
being  an  alliftant  to  Lord  Halifax  in  his 
office,  went  to  Mr.  Wilkes’s  to  deliver  a 
meffage  from  his  Lordffiip,  requiring  the 
Mefleneers  to  haften  the  execution  of  their 
warrant  ;  and  upon  that  occafion  he  en¬ 
tered  Mr.  WrLKEs’s  houfe,  the  door  be¬ 
ing  opened,  and  ftaid  therein  half  an 
hour  ;  and  that  was  all  he  did. 

To  this  Mr.  Wilkes  replied,  that  Mr. 
Wood,  without  fuch  caufe  as  was  by  him 
alledged  (which  was  denying  the  truth  of 
the  material  fadt,  viz.  “  That  Mr.  Wilices 
was  author  and  publiffier”)  entered  his 
houfe,  and  ftaid  therein  half  an  hour, 
which  was  putting  this  mighty  plea  in  i£- 
fue.  The  Jury,  which  was  a  fpecialone, 
at  the  defendant’s  inftance,  found  both  ifi- 
fues  for  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  and,  confequently^ 
upon  the  fecond  iflue  (the  fpecial  juftifica- 
tion)  acquitted  Mr.  Wilkes  as  author  and 
publiffier  of  the  (original)  North  Briton, 
Number  Forty-five  ;  and  they  gave  him  a 
thoufand  pounds  damages.  But  a  bill  of 

excep- 
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exceptions,  was,  as  ufual,  tendered  againft 
i  it  ;  and  to  this  day  the  money  has  never 

been  paid  *.  However,  this  trial,  and  ver- 
didt  were  highly  interefting  to  the  Liberty 

of 

*  It  is  raid  the  following  words  clofed  the  charge 
to  the  Jury  on  this  important  occafion  : 

cc  This  warrant  is  unconstitutional,  illegal,  and 
abfolutely  void ;  it  is  a  general  warrant,  directed  to 
four  Meflengers,  to  take  up  any  perfons,  without 
naming  or  defcribing  them  with  any  certainty,  and 
to  bring  them,  together  with  their  papers.  If  it  be 
good,  a  Secretary  of  State  can  delegate  and  depute 
any  one  of  the  Meflengers,  or  any,  even  from  the 
lowed  of  the  people,  to  take  examinations,  to  com¬ 
mit  or  releafe,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  every  a<ft  which 
the  higheft  judicial  officers  the  law  knows  can  do  or 
order.  There  is  no  authority  in  our  law  books  that 
mentions  thefe  kinds  of  warrants,  but  in  exprefs  terms 
condemn  them. 

“  Upon  the  matured  confideration,  I  am  bold  to 
fay,  that  this  warrant  is  illegal ;  but  I  am  far  from 
wifhing  a  matter  of  this  confequence  fhould  reft 
folely  upon  my  opinion  :  I  am  one  of  twelve,  wbofe 
opinions  I  am  defirous  ftiould  be  taken  in  this  matter, 
and  I  am  very  willing  to  allow  myfelf  the  meaneft  of 
the  twelve.  There  is  alfo  a  ftill  higher  Court,  before 
which  this  matter  may  be  canvafted,  and  whofe  de¬ 
termination  is  final ,  and  here  I  cannot  help  obferving 
the  happinefs  of  our  conftitution,  in  admitting  thefe 
appeals,  in  confequence  of  which,  material  points 
are  determined  on  the  moft  mature  confideration, 
and  with  the  greateft  folemnity.  To  this  admirable 
delay  of  the  law  (for  in  this  cafe  the  law’s  delay  may 
be  ftiled  admirable)  I  believe  it  is  chiefly  owing,  that 

we 
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of  the  fubjedt ;  for  every  Englifliman  had 
now  the  fatisfadtion  of  iceing  that  his 
houfe  was  his  caftle  ;  that  he  might,  and 
in  all  probability  in  future  would,  deep  in 

peace 


we  po/Tefs  the  beft  digefled  and  mod  excellent  body 
of  laws,  which  any  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  could  ever  boa  ft  of.  If 
thefe  higher  jurisdictions  fhould  declare  my  opinion 
erroneous,  I  fubmit,  as  will  become  me,  and  kifs 
the  rod  ;  but  I  mud  fay,  I  {hall  always  confider  it  as 
a  rod  of  iron  for  the  chaftifement  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain.” 

A  few  minutes  after  this  verdidt  was  given  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  a  man  knocked  at  his  door,  defiring  to 
fpeak  with  him  on  particular  bufmefs  ;  but  it  appear¬ 
ing  by  his  dialed  that  he  was  a  Scotchman,  and  beino* 
belides  an  entire  Granger,  he  was  refufed  admittance^ 
on  which  he  went  away  to  a  coffee-houfe  near  Par- 
liament-ftreet,  where  he  was  over-heard  to  declare, 
that  himfelr  and  ten  more  men  were  determined  to 
cut  Mr.  Wilkes  off,  let  the  event  be  what  it  would. 
The  perfon  who  heard  him  make  this  declaration 
immediately  informed  Mr.  Wilkes  of  it  by  letter! 
Next  morning  the  Scotchman  came  again  to  Mr. 
Wilkes’s,  bringing  a  letter  figned  Alexander  Dun’ 

was>  to  an  interview  with 
Mr.  ilkes,  on  an  affair  of  the  mod  interefting  na— 

ture*  WaS  to  ca^  aSain  at  one  o’clock, 

which  he  did  accordingly  ;  and  feven  o’clock  beino* 

then  appointed,  as  he  was  going  out  at  the  parlour- 
door,  two  gentlemen,  who  had  placed  themfelves 
behind  it,  feized  him  by  each  arm,  and  hung  him  on 
his  back.  On  fearching  him,  a  new  penknife  was 
iound  in  his  pocket,  which  he  pretended  he  had  pur- 

chafed 


_ 


(  200  ) 

peace  and  fecurity,  undifturbed  by  King’s 
MefTengers,  or  Secretaries  of  State’s  war¬ 
rants.  In  a  word,  every  man  felt  a  com¬ 
fort  in  being  relieved  from  the  fears  of 
fuch  vifitants.  There  was  not  a  word  of¬ 
fered  in  juftification  of  the  feizure  of  pa¬ 
pers,  fo  fully  were  Mr.  Wood’s  advocates 
convinced  that  this  point  was  entirely  in- 
defenfible  :  an  attempt,  indeed,  was  made 
to  read  one  of  them,  but  even  this  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Norton  at  this 
time)  treated  as  fo  abominable  an  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  his  character,  that  he  diiclaimed 
in  the  mod;  folemn  and  public  manner, 

chafed  about  nine  months  ago  ;  on  being  farther 
queftioned,  he  faid  fix  months,  and  at  laft  owned  he 
bought  it  at  Chatham  about  a  fortnight  fince.  Upon 
this  he  was  taken  immediately  into  cuftody  by  a  Tip- 
ftaff,  then  prefent  for  that  purpofe,  was  carried  next 
morning  before  one  ot  the  Judges,  and  a  complaint 
likewife  exhibited  againft  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  who  thereupon  ordered  the  Tipftaff,  in  whofe 
cuftody  he  was,  to  bring  him  to  the  bar  ;  but  when 
he  was  there,  though  not  examined,  the  Houfe  weie 
of  opinion  he  was  infane,  and  therefore  difcharged 

him.  .  i,  - 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  Machiavel,  that  in  all  cales, 

not  only  of  aflaffination,  but  of  deep  danger,  no 

man  fhould  be  employed  who  is  always  and  entirely 

iu  his  fenfes. 
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the  idea  of  making  any  ufe  of  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  fo  procured. - It  is  obfervable, 

that  had  this  fecond  plea  of  juftification 
been  found  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  it  would 
have  been  conclufive  evidence  of  his  be¬ 
ing  both  author  and  publifher  of  the  North' 
Briton :  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Juftice  ;  and  if  that  would  have  condem¬ 
ned  him,  why  ought  not  this  verdidt  to 
have  acquitted  him  ?  If  any  one  doubts  of 
this,  he  will  find  the  dodtrine  is  fettled  by 
the  Houfe  of  Peers.  In  Lord  Lovat’s 
trial  (page  74)  witnefles  were  brought, 
who  could  prove  that  John  Murray,  of 
Broughton,  did  not  furrender  himfelf 
within  the  time  diredted  by  the  adf  of  at¬ 
tainder  of  the  19th  of  King  George  the 
Second.  The  record  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  was  produced,  in  which 
John  Murray  pleaded,  that  he  did  fur- 
render  himfelf  j  and  the  Attorney  General 
confefied  the  truth  of  the  plea  ;  and  tho’ 
Lord  Lovat  was  no  party  to  this  record, 
and  it  was  underftood  without  doors  to  be 
entered  up  to  make  a  ufe  of  Murray, 
yet  the  Lords  would  not  fuffer  Lord  Lo_ 
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vat  to  adduce  witnefies  to  contradidt  it3 
as  it  was  a  record  of  the  higheft  nature, 
and  could  not  be  averred  againft.  The 
importance  of  verdidts  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  it  is  well  known  in  how 
miraculous  a  manner  that  fincere  friend 
to  Liberty,  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  turned  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  his  memorable 
fpeech  upon  the  confequences  of  a  verdidt 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Marlborough  eledtion, 
that  great  man  faid,  “  he  would  die  on 
“  that  fpot  before  he  would  ever  give  his 
“  add  at  to,  or  permit  to  pafs,  in  his  hear.. 
“  ing,  without  entering  his  folemn  proteft 
-  againft  it  j  a  determination  fo  fatal  to 
“  the  conftitution  and  to  the  fundamental 
“  principles  of  law,  and  which  would  be 
“  rejedted  with  indignation  in  every  Court 
“  of  Juftice  in  Weftminfter  Hall.’7 

The  trial  of  the  adtion  againft  Mr, 
Webb,  was  poftponed. 

The  expence  of  carrying  on  all  thefe 
profecutions  was,  undoubtedly,  very  great. 
What  the  exadt  fum  was,  is  not  material. 

Certain  it  is,  that  had  not  money  been 
found  fomewhere,  thefe  proceedings  of  the 

Secre- 
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Secretaries  of  State,  like  all  thofe  of  pre¬ 
ceding  Secretaries,  would  have  been  bu¬ 
ried  in  oblivion,  and  thefe  determinations, 
fo  materially  interefting  to  the  public,  and 
of  fuch  ineftimable  fecurity  to  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjedt,  would  not  have  hap¬ 
pened.  The  merit,  therefore,  of  thefe 
great  events  will  be  found,  upon  recollec¬ 
tion,  to  be  almoft  exclulively  due  to  two 
perfons  j  firft,  to  Earl  Temple,  for  his 
public-fpirited  liberality  and  difinterefted 
patriotifm,  in  bringing  thefe  grievances 
before  a  Court  of  Juftice ;  and  next  to 
the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  for  his  noble  and  intrepid  re- 
folution  in  declaring  the  law,  and  thofe 
great  and  important  decifions  which  he 
made,  fo  much  to  his  own  honour  and 
the  glory  of  the  Engliih  conftitution. 

YVhile  thefe  profecutions  were  carrying 
on,  Mr.  Wilkes  eredted  a  printing  prefs 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  hired  a  number  of 
journeymen  Printers  to  reprint  the  North 
Briton  in  volumes,  and  other  pieces,  which 
he  had  found,  by  experience,  other  Prin¬ 
ters  would  not  undertake.  This  ftep  was 
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not  only  very  difagreeable  to  his  friends, 
but  contrary  to  their  warmed  and  drongeft 
remondrances.  They  repeatedly  repre¬ 
fen  ted  to  him  the  great  and  imminent 
danger  of  putting  a  fet  of  low,  illiberal 
fellows  into  the  pofleffion  of  fome  of  his 
nioft  valuable  fecrets,  at  a  time  fo  critical 
as  this  was,  when  it  behoved  government, 
at  all  events,  to  get  at  him,  if  poflible. 
They  foretold  alrnod  every  one  of  thofe 
unfortunate  confequences  which  followed 
from  this  obdinate,  and,  to  him,  mod 
mil'chievous  imprudence  :  but  he  was 
proof  againd  all  perfualion.  The  fird 
production  of  his  prefs,  was,  “  Propofals 
“  for  printing,  by  fublcription,  the  pro- 
“  ceedings  of  the  Adminidration,  in  his 
“  cafe,  price  one  guinea.”  This  was 
likewife  difapproved  by  iiis  friends.  It 
carried  with  it  an  air  of  mendication  to 
the  public,  which  was  below  his  charac¬ 
ter  and  the  importance  of  his  caufe  ;  and 
did  not  fail  of  exciting  fevere  ridicule, 
and  cenfure  from  his  enemies.  His  ex- 
cufe  for  this  aft  ot  folly,  was,  that  a 
great  number  of  his  friends  in  the  city, 
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arid  elfewhere,  moft  of  whom  he  did 
not  know,  delired  to  fee  fome  channel 
opened  through  which  they  might 
convey  their  contributions  towards  caN 
rying  on  the  great  caufe  pf  Liberty, 
in  which  they  were  all  fo  materially 
interefted.  A  few  of  the  party,  like- 
wife,  promifed  to  fubfcribe,  and  others 
promifed  to-do  great  things  among 
their  friends.  But  his  moft  fincere  and 
principal  friends  were  fo  ftruck  with 
the  very  mention  only  of  this  unac¬ 
countable  fupplication,  that  they  begg¬ 
ed  of  him,  in  the  moft  preffing  man¬ 
ner,  not  to  diftribute  thofe  propofals  ; 
.which  they  allured  him  would  infalli¬ 
bly  injure  him  in  the  public  efteem, 
without  procuring  him  any  real  ad¬ 
vantage  whatever.  This  was  exadtly 
the  cafe ;  the  public  did  not  approve 
of  them,  his  pretended  friends  deceived 
him,  and  very  few  fublcriptions  were 
obtained. 


The  next  piece  he  caufed  to  be  printed 
at  his  prefs  was,  part  of  an  oblcene 


poem, 
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poem,  entitled,  “  An  Effay  on  Wo¬ 
man.”  But  he  permitted  only  twelve 
copies  to  be  (truck  off,  and  while 
thefe  were  doing,  he  was  always  pre¬ 
lent,  and  took  every  poffible  precau¬ 
tion  of  fecrecy,  and  to  prevent  any  ' 
body  about  him  from  having  a  copy. 
But  notwithflanding  all  his  care,  two 
or  three  copies  were  ftolen  by  his 

workmen  ;  and  thefe  were  (hewn  a- 

\ 

bout  as  papers  of  curiofity  to  other 
Printers.  At  length  a  few  pages  fell 
into  the  hands  of  one  Haffel,  a  work¬ 
man  who  belonged  to  one  Mr.  Faden, 
a  Printer  in  Fleet-ftreet.  This  man 
and  his  mailer  were  faid  to  have  been 
indefatigable  in  attempting  to  bribe 
and  corrupt  all  the  Printers  in  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houle,  in  order  to  get  the 
remainder.  To  one  man  only  five 
guineas  were  given,  but  he  could  not 
ferve  them.  At  length  however  they 
fixed  upon  one  Curry,  another  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  workmen  who,  after  a 
fhort  negotiation,  fupplied  their  wants; 

and 
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and  afterwards  became  the  tool  of 
Adminiftration  in  the  profecutions 
and  other  proceedings  againft  Mr. 
Wilkes. 

The  few  pages  which  Mr.  Fader, 
had  already  obtained,  he  in  the  mean 
time  had  thewn  to  one  Mr.  Kidgelt 
at  that  time  Chaplain  to  Lord  March, 
and  that  pious  Clergyman  was  fo  thoc k  - 
ed  with  the  obfcenity  contained  in 
them,  that  he  was  exceedingly  defir- 
ous  of  obtaining  “  if  fuch  a  thing 
was  poffible,  the  remainder  of  the 
work  •,  and  in  that  cate,  it  was  firif 
agreed  upon  between  them,  to  re¬ 
print  the  poem  with  notes  and  re¬ 
marks  by  Mr.  Kidgel ,  in  a  feries  of 
letters  in  the  Public  Ledger,  «'  a  daily 
paper  of  which  Mr.  Faden  is  the 
Printer.  But  upon  “  more  deliberate 
lefleition,  they  wifely  apprehended 
greater  emolument  might  be  derived 
trom  it,  by  offering  it  up  as  an  affitl- 
ant  to  Government,  to  facilitate  the 
intended  deduction  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
With  tin! s  view  Mr.  Kidgel  commu- 

G  nicated 
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nicated  the  fheets  to  his  patron  Lord 
March,  who  laid  them  before  the  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State.  From  that  moment 
it  was  rel’olved  to  profecute  Mr. 
Wilkes  for  publijhing  this  idle  piece. 
It  is  but  fair  to  remark,  that  if  the 
work  had  been  ten  thoufand  times 
worfe  than  it  was,  “  yet  it  would  fall  far 
fhort  in  infamy  to  the  traiterous  me¬ 
thods  employed  to  bring  it  to  a  pro- 
fecution.”  And  Mr.  Wilkes’s  own 
obfervation  on  this  matter  is  too  juft, 
not  to  be  convincing,  “  That  if  the 
North  Briton  had  never  appeared,  the 
Eflay  on  Woman  would  never  have 

been  called  in  queftion. 

He  next  employed  his  prefs  in 
printing  the  firft  forty-five  numbers  of 
the  North  Briton,  in  two  volumes, 
with  notes  and  fome  corre&ions ;  to 
which  he  alfo  added  a  third  volume, 
which  has  not  yet  been  publilhed. 
It  was  for  this  aft  of  imprudence 
that  he  afterwards  fuffered.  Hitherto 

he  had  made  it  his  boaft,  that  fo  ex¬ 
tremely 
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tremely  cautious  had  the  author  of 
that  North  Briton  been,  the  Miniftry 
were  not  in  pofiefiion  of  any  legal  and 
pofitive  evidence  againft  him.  What 
a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  aft  of  im¬ 
prudence  then  was  this,  to  furnifh  his 
enemies  with  the  pofiibility  only  of 
obtaining  evidence  for  his  own  de¬ 
struction  !  Earl  Temple  repeatedly 
advifed  him  againft  taking  this  unne¬ 
cessary  ftep,  and  took  uncommon  pains 
to  convince  him  of  the  danger  to 
which  he  expofed  himfelf  by  it.  But 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  laid  down  the  plan 
of  his  condudt,  and  he  was  too  firm 
in  his  refolution  to  make  any  alteration 
in  it.  All  his  friends  joined  in  re¬ 
presenting  to  him  the  folly  and  danger 
of  introducing  that  printing  prefs  into 
his  houfe ;  but  he  was  immoveable. 
Unfortunate  man,  who  had  the  great- 
eft  caufe  of  Public  Liberty  in  his  hands, 
which  had  ever  agitated  the  minds  of 
men,  and  refufed  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  friends!  Had  he,  upon  his 

difcharge 
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difcharge  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  refted  himfelf  contented  and  quiet, 
while  his  friends  carried  on  all  the  necef- 


fary  profecutions  againft  his  enemies,  he 
would  have  had  the  honour  of  all  the 
victories;  and  the  North  Briton  itfelf,  as 
it  was  publifhed  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  as  there  was  not  fufficient  evidence  to 
reach  Mr.  W  i  l  k  e  s,  mu  ft  have  been  tried 
by  a  London  Jury ;  and  whether  the  fen- 
timents  of  fuch  a  Jury  might  have  agreed 
with  thofe  of  the  Weftminfter  Jury, 
which  was  afterwards  cnoien,  is  not  ma¬ 
terial,  as  the  verdid  could  not  have  affected 
Mr.  Wilkes  ;  therefore  he  might  have 
been  perfedly  fafe  >  and,  as  to  the  Pub- 
lifher,  it  is  very  certain  he  would  not. 
have  been  friendlefs.  In  that  cafe.  Mi. 
Wilkes  muftindubitablyhave  triumph¬ 
ed  over  the Adminift ration ;  and  it  is  impof— 

fible  to  fay  what  might  not  have  been  the 

confequences  of  a  vidory  fo  complete  and 

extenfive.  But  the  faireft  profped,  and 

the  mod  promifing  certainty  of  accom- 

plifhing,  perhaps  for  ever,  the  ruin  of  that 

Admir 
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Adminiflration,  he  precipitately  deftroyed, 
by  wantonly  and  obftinately  laying  the 
foundation  of  his  own. 

However,  the  fervices  which  through 
him  have  been  done  to  the  Liberties  of 
his  country  ;  the  incredible  rage  of  more 
than  brutal  malice,  and  the  inhuman  fpi- 
rit  of  perfection,  by  which  he  was  un¬ 
fairly  crufhed}  the  defiance  which  his 
cruel  enemies  bid  to  every  reftraint  of 
Law,  Liberty  and  Juftice,  in  order  to 
deftroy  him  ;  and  the  companion  that  is 
now  due  to  his  fufferings,  ought  to  draw 
a  veil  over  his  political  errors,  and  bury 
the  remembrance  of  them  for  ever. 

When  he  had  finifhed  printing  the 
two  volumes  of  the  North  Briton,  and 
given  the  neceflary  directions  for  publifh- 
ing  them  to  the  world  at  large,  he  retired 
to  France  for  a  few  weeks.  During  his 
fhort  flay  at  Paris,  he  was  infulted  by  one 
Captain  Forbes ,  a  Scotch  Officer  in  the 
French  fervice,  who  undertook  to  revenge 
all  the  injuries  done  to  his  country  by  the 
North  Briton,  which  no  more  belonged 
to  him  than  to  any  other  man  j  but  fuch 
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was  then,  and  probably  is  ftill,  the  con¬ 
federated  enmity  of  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  on  account  of 
that  fajirical  paper,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
to  fee  this  man  heated  with  malice,  and 
probably  encouraged  by  money  and  pro- 
mifes  from  England,  taking  advantage  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  refidence  in  Paris,  the  more 
fecurely  to  execute  his  bade  and  unprovo¬ 
ked  defign.  Mr.  Wilkes  declined  fight¬ 
ing  him  at  the  infant  of  their  firft  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  public  ftreet,  but  told  him. 
where  he  lodged  }  the  Captain  came,  but 
brought  no  fecond.  The  affair  prefently 
came  to  the  ears  of  the  Marfhalsof  France, 
who  put  Mr.  Wilkes  under  an  arreft. 
Forbes  took  refuge  in  the  hoqfe  of  Alex. 
Murray,  Efq;  who  formerly  made  fo 
much  noife  in  England,  and  who  now 
afforded  this  man  an  afylum.  However, 
Mr.  Wilkes  acquainted  Mr.  Murray, 
by  letter,  that  he  would  meet  Forbes  at 
Menin,  the  firft  town  in  Auftrian  Flan¬ 
ders.  But  Forbes  had  fled  to  England, 
where  it  being  foon  known  that  he  had 
ferved  againjft  the  government  in  the  Scot- 

tifli 
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tifh  rebellion  of  i745>  his  friends,  to 
prevent  his  coming  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  law  as  a  rebel,  procured  him  a 
commiffion  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of 
Portugal. 


CHAP.  XIV. 


Lord  Bute  returns  from  Harrowgate,  and 
refolves  to  alter  the  Minifry.  Negotiates 
•with  Mr.  Pitt.  Duke  of  Leeds  prcpofed 
for  Prejident  of  the  Council.  Lhat  no¬ 
mination  oppofed  by  Lord  Bute.  Death 
oj  Lord  Egremont.  Lord  Bute  meets 
Mr.  Pitt.  Conferences  between  bis  Ma - 
jefy  and  Mr.  Pitt.  “The  negotiation 
breaks  off,  and  why.  Duke  of  Bedford 
made  Prefdent  of  the  Council,  and  Lord 
Sandwich  Secretary  of  State.  Lord  Bute 
goes  into  the  country.  V  he  rotten  part  oj 
the  Minority  abandon  their  treacherous  en¬ 
gagements.  Mr.  Charles  Torke  refgns. 


AS  foon  as  the  popular  heats  were  a 
•'little  lubfided,  the  Earl  of  Bute 
.returned  from  Harrowgate  and  being  ever 

unfteady 
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unfteady  in  his  refolutions,  he  began  to 
form  a  defign  of  unmaking  the  AdminiP- 
tration  he  had  fo  lately  made  j  or  at  leaft 
of  making  fuch  alterations  in  it  as  fhould 
give  it  a  new  and  different  complexion. 
It  had  ever  been  his  with  to  reftore  Mr. 
Pitt,  but  under  fuch  limitations  as  fhould 
leave  himfelf  in  full  poffeffion  of  a  fecret 
and  over-ruling  influence ;  and  he  had,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  entertained  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  accomplifhing  this  dar¬ 
ling  plan  of  clandeftine  politics ;  as  nothing 
could  fo  effectually  fecure  him  from  the- 
hatred  of  the  people,  and  give  perma¬ 
nency  to  his  power  in  the  court.  And  it 
is  more  than  probable,  he  knew  his  chan¬ 
nel  of  conveyance  to  Mr.  Pitt  j  and  that 
a  communication  had,  for  fome  time,  been 
opened  between  them,  elfe  what  reafbn 
can  be  given  for  Mr.  Beckford’s  conduct, 
who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  at  the 
time  of  making  the  peace,  in  not  calling 
a  Court  of  Common  Council,  to  prepare 
and  prefent  petitions  to  Parliament  againft 
the  Preliminary  Articles.  This  behaviour 
would  have  been  fpirited,  and  worthy  the 

metro- 
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metropolis  of  England,  which  fo  zea- 
loufly  condemned  thofe  articles,  and  the 
treaty  itfelf.  If  that  ftep  had  been 
taken,  it  is  not  very  probable  the  vote 
of  approbation  would  have  been  fo  much 
to  the  Favourite’s  honour. 

The  Earl  of  Granville,  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  had  been  dead  fome 
time,  and  the  councjl-chair  had,  ever 
fince,  remained  vacant.  That  circum- 
ftance  feemed  to  afford  an  opening  for 
his  Lordfhip  to  try  his  intended  expe¬ 
riments.  The  Minifters  propofed  fil¬ 
ling  the  council-chair  with  the  Duke 
of  Leeds,  but  Lord  Bute  oppofed 
their  nomination,  and  they  had  not 
flrength  nor  weight  enough  to  infift 
upon  it.  That- nomination  was  not  a- 
greeable  to  his  Lordfhip ’s  plan ;  which, 
though  not  fixed,  was  yet  fufficiently 
determined  to  dictate  that  exclufion. 
Therefore,  the  council-chair  continued 
empty  fome  time  longer. 

In  September  the  Earl  of  Eg  re- 
mo  NT  died.  This  was  an  event  the 

mo  ft 
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moft  favourable  to  Lord  Bute’*  de- 
figns  that  can  be  imagined,  and  he  de¬ 
termined  to  ftrike  the  ftroke  immediate¬ 
ly.  He  made  an  offer  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  come  into  the  Adminiftration.  A 
conference  was  inffantly  agreed  upon 
between  them,  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Beckford’*,  in  Soho-fquare,  was  fix-i 
ed  upon  for  the  place  of  meeting.  But 
afterwards  Lord  Bute  altered  his  mind, 
and  did  not  chufe  to  go  to  Mr.  Beck- 
ford’*,  but  went  in  difguife,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  to  Mr.  Pitt’* 
own  houfe  in  Jermyn-ftreet.  He  found 
Mr.  Pjtt  extremely  willing  to  re-pof- 
fefs  his  late  office  ;  but  the  acceptance 
of  another  very  important  and  moft 
capital  condition,  which  his  Lordfliip 
wifhed,  Mr.  Pitt  obftrudted  with  in- 
fuperable  difficulties.  It  was,  that  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  fliould 
be  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  “  When 
the  Earl  of  Bute  found  this  projedt  in-, 
admiffible,  he  reforted  to  a  fecond  ex¬ 
pedient  for  gaining  Mr.  Pitt,  by  pro- 

poffng 
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pofing  fuch  arrangements  as  might  (of¬ 
ten  the  removal  of  thofe  among  the 
King’s  fervants,  whom  that  Gentleman 
did  not  approve  in  the  ft  at  ions  they  then 
held  and  he  parted  from  Mr.  Pitt  in 
a  belief  that  the  latter  would  engage 
in  the  Adminiftration.”  In  confequence 
of  this  opinion,  Mr.  Pitt  was  intros 
duced  to  the  King,  at  the  Queen’s  pa¬ 
lace,  on  Saturday  the  29th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1763.  What  the  particulars  of  this, 
and  a  fecond  conference,  which  was 
held  on  the  Monday  following,  were, 
have  not  tranfpired,  nor  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  ever  will.  The  very  few  who  are 
really  acquainted  with  them,  have  too 
much  confidence,  and  too  much  ho¬ 
nour,  to  difclofe  fecrets  of  fo  delicate 

a  nature.  But  the  reader  cannot  be  to- 

*  '  * 

tally  at  a  ,lofs  to  guefs  at  fome  part  of 
them,  by  what  has  been  already  related 
of  what  pafled  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
h,ord  Bute.  Thofe  conditions  were 
fuch  as  Mr.  Pitt  could  not  ac¬ 
cept  i  and  at  the  fecond  conference, 

P  which 
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which  he  had  the  honour  to  have  with 
his  Majesty,  he  excufed  himfelf  front 
then  entering  into  his  Majesty’s 
fervice  :  upon  which  the  whole  nego¬ 
tiation  broke  off.  Thus  it  is  clear  and 
undoubted,  that  Lord  Bute  had  the 
merit  of  bringing  on  this  negociation ; 
and  it  may  be  added,  without  the  Ieaft 
hazard  of  contradidion,  that  to  him 
likewife  belongs  the  merit  of  its  mif- 
carriage :  for  he  began  to  be  afraid  of 
his  own  filly  work.  He  probably  con- 
fidered,  that  the  adminiftration  already 
in  office,  weak  and  incapable  as  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  them  to  be,  would  prove 
more  tradable  fcreens  to  his  former 
mifcondud,  and  the  continuance  of  his 
power,  than  he  fhould  find  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  their  collegues, 
whohewas  aflured  would,  if  poffible,  an¬ 
nihilate  his  influence  inbufinefs.  His  own 
heart,  therefore,  failing  him,  as  it  had 
done  before,  when  he  fled  from  his  own 
vidory  and  ran  away  to  Harrowgate,  he 

broke 
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broke  off  the  negotiation  more  precipi¬ 
tately  than  he  brought  it  on.  And  the 
many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  in  the 
oppofition,  who  had  haftened  to  town  in. 
expectation  of  being  gratified  with  good 
places,  returned  to  the  country  with  lefs 
pleafure  than  they  left  it. 

There  being  an  end  for  the  prefent  of 
this  plan  of  adminiftration,  the  fubfifting 
Minifters  were  indulged  with  remaining 
in  the  offices  they  then  held,  and  were 
permitted  to  call  in  fuch  affiftance  as 
they  thought  moll  proper  and  neceffary. 
In  confequence  of  this  permiffion,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  had  retired  in  a 
flight  difguft  foon  after  his  return  from 
France,  was  fent  for,  and  defired  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  office  of  Lord  Prefident  of 
his  Majefty’s  Council.  His  Grace  was  a 
man  of  more  weight  and  intereft;  and 
had  been  more  experienced  in  bufinefs 
than  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  which,  in  all 
probability,  were  the  reafons  which  led 
the  Minifters  from  their  former  purpofe. 
The  fuperior  character  of  the  Duke,  and 
the  great  ftrength  he  brought  with  him 

P  Z  to 
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to  the  adminiftration,  gave  it  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  ike  Duke  cj  Bedford's  Minijlry, 
Lord  Sandwich,  who,  in  the  laft 
change,  had  been  promoted  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  upon  the  intereft  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  was  now  confidered  as  the  next 
moil;  ufeful  man,  and  him  they  refolved 
to  make  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room 
of  the  late  Lord  Egremont  j  and  Lord 
Egmont  fuppiied  Lord  Sandwich’s 
place  at  the  Admiralty.  When  thefe  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made,  the  adminiftration 
thought  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  face 
the  Parliament.  But  to  fecure  the  liability 
of  their  fyftem,  and  give  it  an  air  of  per¬ 
manency  with  the  public,  the  obvious  and 
neceffary  meafure  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
fickle  hand  of  the  Favourite.  Whilft 
that  was  hanging  over  them,  their  fituations 
were  apparently  unfafe  ;  therefore  they 
demanded  his  abfence.  He  allured  them 
in  the  llrongeft  manner,  he  would  not 
interfere  in  any  of  their  departments,  nor 
in  bufinefs  of  any  kind.  But  they  disre¬ 
garded  his  promifes,  having  found  him 
deceitful ;  and  having  entered  into  a  fepa- 

ratc 
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rate  intereft,  by  which  they  had  acquired 
an  independent  flrength,  they  firmly  in- 
iifted  upon  it.  Public  bufinefs  being  now 
in  a  condition  too  nice  and  critical  to  ha¬ 
zard  throwing  the  State  into  confufion,  he 
was  forced  to  comply  *  and  confented  to 
pafs  his  winter  at  his  new  elfate  in  Bedford- 
Ihire  *.  This  maxim  of  banifhing  the 

Favou- 

*  One  of  his  Friends  has  given  the  following  account 

of  his  conduct. 

The  E.  of  B.  had  no  hand  in  either  of  the  two 
promotions  juft  nowfpoke  of  ;  for,  upon  the  failure 
of  his  fyftem,  he  refolved  to  concern  himfelf  no 
more  in  the  affairs  of  adminiftration.  He  faw  it  im- 
poffible  to  mix  in  their  confutations  with  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  ;  a  Minifter  being  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
fury  whom  he  had  fo  lately  confented  to  difplace  for 
the  fake  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  faw  it  to  be  equally  im~ 
practicable,  if  he  was  willing,  to  ofFer  fecret  advice 
to  his  Sovereign,  independently  of  his  official  Mi- 
nifters ;  for,  if  they  had  a  fpark  of  dignity,  or  even 
a  grain  of  pride  in  their  competitions,  they  could 
not  continue  a  day  in  the  K's  fervice,  after  finding 
their  fentiments  in  bufinefs,  or  recommendations  to 
office,  over-ruled,  or  other  meafures  and  promotions 
obtruded  upon  them,  by  a  perfon  with  whom  they 
had  fo  recently  been  offended.  He  wrote  a  letter, 
therefore,  (not  to  Mr.  Grenville,  or  any  other  of 
the  Minifters)  but  to  his  gracious  Sovereign,  humbly 
ftating  the  refolution,  which,  for  the  K’s  fervice,  as 
well  as  for  his  own  eafe,  he  had  thought  himfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  take  i  and  then  to  remove,  if  pofiible,  all 
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Favourite,  did  not,  for  a  time,  at  leaft, 
afford  that  idea  of  fecurity  to  the  admi- 
niftration  in  the  opinions  of  others,  which 
it  really  produced.  He  was  known  to  be 

pccafions  of  jealoufy,  he  retired  to  his  houfe  in  Bed- 
fordfhirefor  the  whole  enfuing  winter  1763-4. 

Now,  becaufe  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  drefs  up 
an  artificial  tale,  I  do  afTert  what  I  moft  fincerely  and 
honeftly  believe,  and  think  I  have  folid  grounds  for 
believing,  that,  from  the  period  when  his  plan  mif» 
carried  of  ftrengthening  Government  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  Autumn  1763,  he  hath  been  a 
private  man,  taking  no  (hare  or  part  whatfoever  in 
any  of  the  proceedings  of  Admin iftration,  or  a£fs  of 
State,  either  by  confultation  with  the  fervants  of  the 
Crown,  or  by  difcourfe  and  fecret  fuggeftion  to  the 
high  Perfonage  who  fo  worthily  wears  it. 

The  letter  abovementioned  gave  Mr.  Grenville 
no  claim  to  expe&  of  the  E.  of  B.  his  retirement 
from  the  concerns  of  State  ;  no  right  to  complain  of 
breach  of  faith,  if  he  fhould  afterwards  have  ftepped 
forwards  and  been  received  by  the  Crown  into  the 
*  management  of  affairs,  either  open  and  avowed,  or 
fecret  and  confidential  \  becaufe  that  letter  had  no-, 
thino-  in  it  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  with  Mr, 
Grenville,  or  any  other  perfon  :  it  could  not  poffibly 
be  any  part  of  his  inducements  for  continuing  in  of¬ 
fice,  after  the  flight  he  had  met  with  in  feeing  Mr, 
Pitt  fo  much  preferred  before  him  by  the  negotiation 
of  September  1763;  for  the  letter  was  not  wrote 
’till  he  had  digeffed  that  indignity,  and  agreed  to  flay 

in  theK - -’s  fervice  ;  nay,  there  was  a  paffage  in 

the  letter,  which  exprefsly  mentioned  Mr.  Grenville’s 
determination  to  keep  his  employment,  as  an  event 

that* had  then  ad u ally  taken  place. 

•  .  *  £» 

incon- 

1 1  •.  *  *  « 
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inconflant }  the  late  negotiation  manifefted 
his  power  ;  and  it  was  believed,  and  ex¬ 
pected,  he  would  foon  re-appear  ;  there¬ 
fore  many  apprehended  that  the  hoftility 
now  praCtifed  towards  him,  was  impru¬ 
dent,  and  might  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  total  change  of  Miniflers.  In  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  thefe  hopes  and  fears,  which 
were  variouily  predominant,  the  rotten 
part  of  the  Minority,  who  had  deferted 
from  the  true  friends  of  Liberty,  and  had 
entered  into  thofe  infamous  engagements 
to  fupport  General  Warrants,  and  vote 
away  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  already 
fpoken  of,  now  finding  that  the  ftrength 
and  popularity  of  the  caufe  had  fhook  the 
Adminiftration,  abandoned  thofe  engage¬ 
ments  ;  becaufe  they  thought  the  beft  of 
the  lay  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Oppofition. 
They  believed  there  was  a  profpedt  of 
coming  in  with  their  friends,  whom  they 
had  fo  lately  offered  to  betray,  and  whofe 
patriotic  and  fpirited  condudt  they  now 
confelfed  and  extolled.  They  begged 
pardon  of  thofe  friends,  and  folicited  to  be 
taken  into  favour.  Good  men  are  never 

P  4  mali- 
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malicious  :  they  were  forgiven ;  and  tho* 
not.  quite  clear  of  fufpicion,  that  they 
would  again  defert,  if  there  ffiould  be  a 
probability  of  their  getting  into  office,  yet 
it  was  fenfibly  urged,  that  when  a  party  is 
once  formed,  it  muft  have  numbers  to 
give  it  weight,  therefore  thefe  were  better 
than  none }  and  if  they  agreed  to  defend 
and  fupport  Liberty,  with  the  others  who 
really  loved  it,  it  was  not  material  what 
were  their  views.  When  thefe  diffe¬ 
rences,  therefore,  no  longer  fubfifted,  and 
when,  according  to  all  human  probability, 
and  the  fentiments  of  the  heft  and  wifeft; 
men  of  both  parties,  the  adminiftration, 
notwithffanding  its  late  repairs,  could  not 
ftand  ’till  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Yorke  refigned  his  port  of 
Attorney  General.  His  reafons  for  leaving 
the  Court  are  not  of  importance  :  perhaps 
he  thought  it  would  be  moff  to  his  advan¬ 
tage  to  refign  early,  in  order  to  have  the 

merit  of  coming  out  a  pure  and  unfpotted 
Whig,  to  join  the  party  of  that  name* 

who  had  twice  changed  their  principles  in 

the- 
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the  fpace  of  a  few  months.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  made  Attorney  General  in 


his  room. 


CHAP.  XV 


The  Parliament  meets.  His  Majejly's  mef- 
fage  concerning  Mr.  Wilkes.  Remark . 

The  North  Briton  •voted  a  Libel.  Mr. 
Wilkes  complains  of  a  breach  of  privilege. 
Complaint  againfl  the  EJfay  on  Woman. 
Letters  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr. 
Martin  :  Duel  between  them.  Both 
Houfes  vote  away  privilege  in  the  cafe  of 
a  Libel.  Protejl  againjl  it.  Duke  of 
Newca/lle  refufes  to  fign  that  Protejl. 


THE  Adminiftration  having  deter¬ 
mined  to  meet  the  Parliament,  the 
fame  was  called  on  the  15th  of  Nov. 
1763.  All  the  neceffary  information 
dent  to  ground  refolutions,  perhaps  already 
formed,  for  the  condemnation,  and  if  poffi- 
ble  the  deftrudion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had  by 
this  time  been  procured.  Fa  den,  the  Printer, 
had  been  extremely  induftriousj  he  had  fe- 
cured  Curry ,  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  journey¬ 
men, 
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men,  to  become  the  thorough-paced  tool  of 
Government:  and  Mr.  Webb  Had  been 
acquainted  with  the  extraordinary  evi¬ 
dence  this  man  was  ready  to  give.  By 
thefe  two  worthy  Gentlemen,  was  one 
of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  fervants  corrupted  to 
betray  his  matter's  fecrets,  to  become 
evidence  againft  him  before  the  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  with 
refpedt  to  printing  both  the  North  Britons 
and  the  Bflay  on  Woman.  This  fellow 
was  the  only  pofitive  evidence  that  Go¬ 
vernment  could  bring  againft  Mr.  Wilkes. 
And  he  went  through  all  this  dirty  work, 
with  fuch  dexterity  and  adroitnefs,  that  he 
feemed  to  have  been  well  prepared  and 
inftrudted,  for  this  infamous  bufinefs. 
The  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
Kid  gel,  Webb ,  Faden ,  HaJJal. ,  and  Curry , 

dined  together  and  held  a  grand  confe¬ 
rence,  at  one  of  the  Taverns  in  Weftmin- 

fter,  in  order,  no  doubt,  to  arrange  and  fix 
their  weighty  affairs. 

As  foon  as  the  feflions  was  opened,  Mr. 
Wilkes  (who  had  been  fome  time  re¬ 
turned  from  France)  offered  to  make  a 


com- 
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complaint  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
Parliament.-  But  Mr.  Grenville,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  a  meffage 
from  the  King  to  communicate  to  the 

Houfe,  and  it  was  determined  to  hear  that 
£rft  :  though  a  complaint  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  generally  takes  place  of  every 
thing  elfe.  But  this  was  not  the  only  in- 
ftance  of  the  unexpected  complaifance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  views  of 
the  Crown.  The  meffage  was  to  this 
effedt: 

“  That  his  Majefty  having  received  in¬ 
formation,  that  John  Wilkes,  Efq}  a 
Member  of  that  Houfe  was  the  author  of  - 
a  molt  feditious  and  dangerous  libel,  pub- 
lilhed  fince  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
he  had  caufed  the  faid  John  W ilkes,  Efq} 
to  be  apprehended  and  fecured,  in  order 
to  his  being  tried  for  the  fame,  by  due 
courfe  of  law;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  having 
been  difcharged  out  of  cuftody  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  upon  account  of 
his  privilege  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  j 
and  having,  when  called  upon  hy  the 
legal  procefs  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
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ftood  out,  and  declined  to  appear  and 
aniwer  to  an  information,  which  had  been 
exhibited  againft  him  by  his  Majefty’s 
Attorney  General,  for  the  fame  offence  ; 
in  this  fituation,  his  Majefty  being  defirous 
to  fhew  all  poftible  attention  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Houle  of  Commons,  in  every 
inftanee  wherein  they  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be  concerned;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
thinking  it  of  the  utmoft  importance  not 
to  fuffer  the  public  juftice  of  the  kingdom 
to  be  eluded,  had  chofen  to  diredt  the  faid 
libel,  and  alfb  copies  of  the  examinations, 
upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  appre¬ 
hended  and  fecured,  to  be  laid  before  that 
Houfe  for  their  confideration.” 

[The  reader  will  obferve,  that  thefe 
papers  were,  the  North  Briton,  number  4 5, 
of  the  original  publication,  for  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  never  profecuted;  and  the 
informations  of  Kearjly  and  Balfe ,  neither 
of  which  were  upon  oath.l 

Had  Charles  the  Fir  ft,  when  he  was  fo 
defirous  of  feizing  the  five  Members  in 
1641,  adted  with  the  fame  policy,  he' 
would  moft  eftedtually  have  deftroyed  the 

Li= 


(  229  ) 

Liberties  of  England.  But  Charles  was 
too  precipitate ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  taking  fire  at  his  violence,  from  that 
moment  refolved  to  refill  him.  The  Mi- 
nillers  of  George  the  Third,  feem  to  have 
profited  by  that  imprudence.  The  King 
wants  a  Member  to  be  punilhed  ;  they  do 
not  advife  his  Majelly  to  come  himfelf  and 
feize  hirn  ;  but  to  fend  a  meflage.  The 
Houfe  returned  thanks  for  this  meflage,  and 
went  dire&ly  into  the  confideration  of  the 
paper  :  and  though,  according  to  the  mef- 
fage,  the  matter  was  clearly Jubjudice,  and 
they  had  not  heard  what  their  own  Mem¬ 
ber  had  to  offer  why  it  was  not  come  to 
an  hearing,  yet  they  refolved,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  273  againll  111,  “  That  the  pa¬ 
per  entituled.  The  North  Briton ,  No.  45, 
is  a  falle,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel, 
containing  expreflions  of  the  moll  unex¬ 
ampled  infolence  and  contumely  towards 
his  Majelly,  the  grolfell  afperfions  upon 
both  Houles  of  Parliament,  and  the  moll 
audacious  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
whole  Legillature,  and  moll  manifellly 
tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
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people  from  his  Majefty,  to  withdraw 
them  from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  and  to  excite  them  to  traite- 
rous  infurredions.” 

Was  not  this  pre-judging  the  law,  and 
foreftalling  the  opinion  of  a  Jury  ?  In 
order,  however,  to  compleat  their  ftigma, 
they  ordered  the  paper  to  be  burnt  by  the 
common  hangman.  Then  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  permitted  to  make  his  complaint  of  a 
breach  of  Privilege,  which  he  did  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Mr .  Speaker , 

“  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  a  few  fads,  which  have  occurred 
fince  our  laft  meeting,  becaufe,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  (which  I  fhall  always 
fubmit  to  this  Houfe)  the  Rights  of  all 
the  Commons  of  England,  and  the  Privi¬ 
leges  of  Parliament  have,  in  my  perfon, 
been  highly  violated.  I  fhall,  at  prefent, 
content  myfelf  with  barely  Rating  the 
fads,  and  leave  the  mode  of  proceeding  to 

the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe. 

«  On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  I  was  made  a  prifoner  in  my  own 

houfe, 
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houfe,  by  feme  of  the  King’s  Meflenrefs'. 
I  demanded  by  what  authority  they  had 
forced  their  way  into  my  room,  and  was 
/hewn  a  warrant  in  which  no  perfon  was 
named  in  particular,  but  generally  the  Au¬ 
thors,  Printers  and  Publi/hers  of  a  fedi- 
tious  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled,  The 
North  Bn  ton,  No.  45.  The  Mefiengers 
infifted  on  my  going  before  Lord  Halifax, 
which  I  abfolutely  refufed,  becaufe  the 
warrant  was,  I  thought,  illegal,  and  did 
not  refped  me.  I  applied,  by  my  friends, 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  a  Ha¬ 
beas  Corpus,  which  was  granted,  but  as  the 
proper  office  was  not  then  open,  it  could 
not  immediately  iffue.  I  was  afterwards 
carried,  by  violence,  before  the  Earls  of 
Egremont  and  Halifax,  whom  I  in¬ 
formed  of  the  orders  given  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Habeas  Corpus ; 
and  I  enlarged  upon  this  fubjedt  to  Mr! 
Webb,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury.  I 
was,  however,  hurried  away  to  the  Tower 
by  another  warrant,  which  declared  me 
the  Author  and  Publi/her  of  a  moll:  infa¬ 
mous  and  feditious  libel,  intitled.  The 

North 
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North  Briton,  No.  45,  The  word  trea\ 
finable  was  dropt,  yet  I  was  detained  a 
clofe  prifoner,  and  no  perfon  was  fuffered 
to  come  near  me  for  almoft  three  days,  al¬ 
though  my  Council,  and  feveral  of  my 
friends,  demanded  admittance,  in  order 
to  concert  the  means  of  recovering  my 
Liberty.  My  houfe  was  plundered,  my 
bureaus  broke  open,  by  order  of  two  of 
your  Members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Webb,  and  all  my  papers  carried  away. 
After  fix  days  imprifor.ment  I  was  dif- 
charged,  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  “  That  the 
“  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  extended  to  my 
cafe.”  Notwithstanding  this  folemn  deci- 
fion  of  one  of  the  King’s  fuperior  Courts  of 
Juftice,  a  few  days  after,  I  was  ferved  with 
a  fubpcena  upon  an  information  exhibited 
again  ft  me  in  the  King’s  Bench,  I  loft  no 
time  in  confulting  the  belt  books,  as  well 
as  the  greateft  living  authorities  j  and  from 
the  trueft  judgment  I  could  form,  I 
thought  that  the  ferving  me  with  the  fub- 
poena  was  another  violation  of  the  Privi¬ 
lege  of  Parliament,  which  I  will  neither 

defert 
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defer!  nor  betray,  and  therefore  1  have  not 
yet  entered  an  appearance. 

•  “I  now  Hand  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Houfe,  fubmitting,  with  the  utmoft  de¬ 
ference,  the  whole  cafe  to  their  juftice  and 
wifdom,  and  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  if, 
after  this  important  bulinefs  has  in  its  full 
extent  been  maturely  weighed,  you  Ihall 
be  of  opinion,  that  I  am  entitled  to  Pri¬ 
vilege,  I  fhall  then  be  not  only  ready,  but 
eagerly  defirous,  to  wave  that  privilege* 
and  to  put  myfelf  upon  a  jury  of  my 
countrymen.” 

The  hearing  .of  the  matter  of  this 
complaint  was  put  off. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  complaint  was 
made  of  the  Effay  on  Woman,  which  was 
produced;  that  is,  as  much  as  the  evi¬ 
dence,  Curry,  had  Helen.  Its  obfeenity 
and  profanity  were  particularly  execrated 

by  the  Earl  of  S.  and  the  B.  of  G.  com- 

*  *  » 

plained  of  a.  breach  of  Privilege,  his  name 
being  inferted  in  one  of  the  notes, 

'  -Such  was  the  bulinefs  of  the  firfl  day’s 
feffion,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 
When  he  heard  of  the  motion  againft  him 

m 
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in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  was  thunder- 

t 

ftruck  j  he  had  not  the  lead:  fufpicion  that; 
the  Elfay  on  Woman,  in  which  he  thought 
he  had  been  fo  cautious,  was  to  furnifh  a 
new  accufation  againft  him.  Now,  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  what  he  did,  or  whether 
he  lived  or  died,  grown  defperate  by  mif- 
fortunes,  and  knowing  the  malice  of  his 
enemies,  he  came  home  on  Wednefday 
morning  (the  16th)  the  houfe  having  fat 
’till  that  time,  and  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  Martin,  who  had  infulted 
him  the  preceding  evening. 

Great  George-ftreet,  Wednefday ,  Nov.  1 6. 

S  l  R, 

■  \ 

“  You  complained  yefterday  before 
five  hundred  Gentlemen,  that  you  had 
been  Jiabbed  in  the  dark  by  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe  you  was 
not  fo  much  in  the  dark  as  you  affeCled, 
and  chofe  to  be.  Was  the  complaint, 
made  before  fo  many  Gentlemen,  on  pur- 
pofe  that  they  might  interpofe  ?  To  cut 
off  every  pretence  of  ignorance  as  to  the 
Author,.  I  whifper  in  your  ear,  that  every 
parage  of  the  North  Briton,  in  which 

you 
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you  have  been  named,  or  even  alluded  to 
\vas  written  by 

Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WILKES." 

Mr.  MARTIN’S  Anfwer. 

Abingdon-Jlreet)  Nov.  i6,  1763. 

SIR, 

“  As  I  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
yefterday,  that  the  writer  of  the  North 
Briton,  who  had  {tabbed  me  in  the  dark, 
was  a  cowardly,  as  well  as  a  malignant 
and  infamous,  fcoundrel  ;  and  your  letter 
of  this  morning’s  date,  acknowledges, 
that  every  paffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in 
which  I  have  been  named,  or  even  al¬ 
luded  to,  was  Written  by  yourfelf,  I  muft 
take  the  liberty  to  repeat,  that  you  are  a 
malignant  and  infamous  fcoundrel,  and 
that  I  defire  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
{hewing  me  whether  the  epithet  of  cow¬ 
ardly  was  rightly  applied  or  not. 

“  I  defire  that  you  may  meet  me  in 
Hyde-Park  immediately,  with  a  brace  of 
piftols,  each  to  determine  our  difference. 

{<  I  fhall  go  to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-Park, 
with  my  piftols  fo  concealed  that  nobody 

Q.  2  /  may 
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may  fee  them ;  and  I  will  wait  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  you  one  hour.  -As  I  (hall  call 
in  my  way  at  your  houfe  to  deliver  this 

letter,  I  propofe  to  go  from  thence  diredlly 
to  the  Ring  in  Hyde-park,  from  whence 
we  may  proceed,  if  it  be  necefiary,  to  any 
more  private  place  ;  and  I  mention  that  I 
fhall  wait  an  hour  in  order  to  give  you 

full  time  to  meet  me. 

Iam,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  MARTI  N.”  * 

<  '  -  After 

!  »  4  V  ^  V. 

*  The  circumftances  of  the  duel  related  by  Mr. 
W.  are  as  follow :  when  the  Gentlemen  met  in 
Hvde-Park,  they  walked  together  for  a  little  while 
To  avoid  fome  company  which  feerned  coming  up  to 
them.  They  brought  each  a  pair  of  .piftols.  When 
they  were  alone,  the  fir  ft  fire  was  from  Mr.  M’s  pif- 
*  tol.  Mr.  M’s  piftol  miffed  Mr.  W.  and  the  piftol 
in  Mr.  W’s  hand  iiafhed  in  the  pan.  The  Gentle¬ 
men  then  each  took  one  of  Mr.  W’s  pair  of  piftols  : 
Mr.  W.  milled,  and  the  ball  of  Mr.  M’s  piftol 
fodged  in  Mr.  W’s  belly.  Mr.  W.  bled  immedi¬ 
ately  very  much.  Mr.  M.  then  came  up,  and  defi- 
ed  'to'give  him  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power.  Mr. 
W.  replied,  that  Mr.  M.  had  behaved  like  a  man  of 
Jhonour,  that  he  was  killed,  and  iafifted  on  Mr. 
f  MV  making  his  immediate  efcape,  and  no-creature 
fhduld  know  from  Mr.  W.  how  the  affair  happened. 
"Upon  this  they  parted,  but. Mr.  M.  came  up  again 
v  *  •••  •  n  in 
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After  a  feries  of  adjournments,  the 
Commons,  on  the  23d  of  November* 

;  \ 

in  two  or  three  minutes  to  Mr.  W.  offering  him  a 
fecond  time  his  affiftance,  but  Mr.  W.  again  infilled 
on  his  going  off.  Mr.  M.  exp  re  fled  his  concern  for 
Mr.  W.  faid  the  thing  was  too  well  known,  by  feve- 
ral  people,  who  came  up  almofl  diredfly,  and  then 
went  away.  Mr.  W.  was  carried  home,  but  would 
.  not  tell  any  circumflance  of  the  cafe  ’till  he  found  it 
fo  much  known.  He  only  faid  to  the  Surgeon,  $£C. 
that  it  was  an  affair  of  honour. 

The-  day  following  Mr.  W.  imagining  himfelf  in 
the  greateft  danger,  returned  Mr.  M.  his  letter, 
that  no  evidence  might  appear  againfl  him  ;  and  in- 
fifted  upon  it  with  his  relations,  that  in  cafe  of  his 
death  no  trouble  fhould  be  given  Mr.  M.  for  he  had 
behaved  as  a  man  of  honour. 

Mr.  M.  not  at  the  fame  time  returning  Mr.  W’s 
letter,  occafioned  fome  body  to  remark,  That  in 
allp  robabilitv  it  was  kept  in  order  to  be  made  ufe  of  as 
a  proof  of  Mr.  W.  being  concerned  in  the  North 
Briton.  I  own,  faid  the  remarker,  that  I  cannot 
account  for  this  behaviour  of  Mr.  M.  no  more  than 
I  can  for  his  tamely  bearing  above  eight  months,  the 
abufe  upon  him.  Has  he  been  all  this  time  (Sundays 
not  excepted)  pradfifing  at  a  target  ?  That  report  is 
confirmed  by  all  his  neighbours  in  the  country.  Yet, 
after  all,  he  did  not  venture  to  fend  to  Mr.  W.  blit 
before  five  hundred  Gentlemen,  ready  to  interpofe, 
feemed  to  intend  to  begin  a  quarrel,  I  fuppofe,  that 
it  might  end  there.  Mr.  W.  chofe,  coolly,  to  take 
it  up  the  next  morning,  by  a  private  letter  to  Mr. 
M.  who  infifted  on  piftols,  without  naming  the 
fword,  though  the  choice  of  weapons  was,  by  the 
laws  of  honour,  in  Mr.  W. 

4  •  1  '  1  *  *  's 
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refumed  the  conlideration  of  his  Majedy’s 
meifage,  particularly  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  point  of  privilege.  They  had 
already  voted  the  North  Briton  a  libel, 
and  now  they  were  refolved  to  vote  away 
privilege  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,  which 
they  actually  did,  by  a  majority  of  258 
againd  133,  A  conference  was  then  de¬ 
manded  with  the  Lords,  in  order  to  com¬ 
municate  to  them  the  refolutions  of  the 
Commons,  That  the  North  Briton  was  a 
feditious  libel.  That  it  be  burnt,  and  That 
privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to 
the  writing  and  publidiing  feditious  libels, 
and  to  delire  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords; 
who  thereupon  agreed  with  the  Commons. 
This  was  fuch  a  furrender  of  the  antient 
rights  of  Parliament,  in  mere  compliment 
to  the  views  and  purpofes  of  the  Crown, 
that  the  mod:  fenlible  and  judicious  people 
without  doors  began  to  be  ferioully  a- 
larmed,  and  wonder’d  how,  in  God’s 
name,  the  Parliament  could  think  of  de- 
droying  their  own  perfcnal  fecurity,  to 
-  put  an  odium  upon  the  Chief  Judice, 
whofe  determination  on  privilege '  had 

Z  ■  given 
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fi  j ven  fuch  univerlal  fatisfadlion,  and  to 
cover,  by  that  furrender,  the  blunders  of 
a  Minifter,  and  the  hitherto  fuppofed 
miftaken  opinions  of  the  King’s  Lawyers. 
But  this  unbounded  compliance  of  the 
Parliament  feemed  to  have  been  foretold, 
or  rather  pre-determined  by  the  Attorney 
General ;  for  though  his  Majefty  had  de¬ 
clared  in  his  melfage,  that  he  had  flayed 
the  law  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
on  account  of  his  privilege,  yet,  before 
this  point  was  given  up  by  Parliament, 
the  Attorney  General  treated  Mr.  W ilkes 
as  an  unprivileged  perfon,  by  ferving  him 
with  a  fubpoena.  In  other  times,  it  woulc 
have  been  confider’d  as  a  moll  daring  adt  oi 


preemption  in  any  fervant  of  the  Crown, 
to  anticipate  the  determination  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  but  thefe  times  were  full  of  lenity 
and  forgivenefs.  Such  an  effort,  however, 
not  only  fuperfeded  the  intention  of  his 
Majefty,  but  conveyed  dilhonour  upon 
the  Parliament ;  for  in  May,  his  Majefty 
orders  a  profecution  againft  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  who  is  ferved  with  a  fubpoena, 
but  thinking  his  privilege  violated  by  it  a 

fecond 
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fecond  time,  refufes  to  appear.  His  Ma- 
jefty,  tender  of  privilege,  chufes  that  no 
coercive  procefs  fhould  iftue,  and  is  de- 
firous  of  receiving,the  fenfe  of  his  Parlia¬ 
ment  upon  the  proceeding  ,  but  before  it 
can  be  taken  (agreeably  to  his  Majefty ’s 
wilhes)  the  Attorney  General  prefumes  to 
renew  a  procefs,  the  propriety  of  which  a 
Houfe  of  Parliament  was  deliberating 
upon.  If  the  fervice  of  the  fubpcena  was 
clearly  legal,  where  was  the  neceffity  of 
applying  to  Parliament  ?  If  his  Majefty 
had  been  advifed  that  doubts  had  been  en- 
tertained,  what  can  be  faid  in  defence  of 

^  j  j  \  '  f  •  r  r  * 

the  Attorney  General,  who  arrogated  to 
himfelf  the  authority  of  fettling  this  great 
point  (which  alone  impeded  the  original 
profecution)  at  the  very  eve  of  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  decilion,  fo  graciou fly  defired  by 
his  Majefty.  It  was  a  piece  of  ftrange 
conduct :  but  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs 
was  of  one  complexion. 

The  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
to  this  furrender  of  privilege,  was  vigo¬ 
rous  and  powerful.  It  was  managed  and 
led  by  the  Earl  Temple,  Who  fhewed 

himfelf 


I 


V 


(  24*  ) 

hirnfelf  to  be  as  zealous  a  defender  of  the 
privileges  of  Parliament,  as  he  had  been 
the  fecurer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  j 
and  though  out-voted,  yet  he  tranfmitted 
his  opinion  to  pofterity,  in  a  proteft  that 
does  infinite  honour  to  his  judgment  and 

-  t  I  •  '  ** 

fpirit.  The  reader  will  find  it  in  the 
note*.  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that 

;?:  .  .  at? 


*  A  PROTEST. 

Die  Martisy  29  Novembris,  1763. 

O  t 

THE  order  of  the  day  for  refuming  the  adjourned 
confideration  of  the  report  of  the  conference  with 
the  Commons  on  Friday  laft  being  read,  the  third 
refolution  of  the  Commons  was  read  as  follows  ,i 


4  Refolved  by  the  Commons  in  Parliament" aJfembled+% 
c  That  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  t6 

*  the  cafe  of  writing  and  publishing  Seditious  libels* 

*  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obftrudt  the  ordinary 

*  courfe  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpeedy  and  effe&ual 
6  profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
4  fence.’ 

And  it  befog  moved  to  agree  with  the  Commons 
in  the  faid  refolution. 

The  fame  was  objected  to.  After  long  debate 
thereupon, 

The  queftion  was  put.  Whether  to  agree  with  the 
Commons  in  the  faid  refolution  ? 

'  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Diffentient\ 

BECAUSE  we  cannot  hear,  without  the  utmoft 
concern  and  aftonilhment,  a  doctrine  advanced  now. 


for 
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at  a  previous  meeting  at  Devon fhire-houfe, 
of  iuch  Lords  as  were  expedted  to  fign 

the 

for  the  drd  time,  in  this  Houfe,  which  we  appre¬ 
hend  to  be  new,  dangerous,  and  unwarrantable,  viz . 
That  the  perfonal  privilege  of  both  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  has  never  held,  and  ought  not  to  hold,  in  the 
cafe  of  any  criminal  profecution  whatfoever ;  by 
which  all  the  records  of  Parliament,  all  hidory,  all 
the  authorities  of  the  graved:  and  fobered:  Judges,  are 
entirely  refeinded  ;  and  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  with  regard  to  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  torn  up  and  buried  under  the  ruins  of 
our  moft  eftablifhed  rights. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  with  what  view  fuch 
&  facrifice  (hould  be  propofed,  unlefs  to  amplify,  in 
effedf,  the  jurifdidfion  of  the  inferior,  by  annihilating 
the  ancient  immunities  of  this  fuperior  Court. 

The  very  quedion  itfelf,  propofed  to  us  from  the 
Commons,  and  now  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  from 
the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it,  contradidfs  this  aflertion  ; 
for,whilft  it  only  narrows  privilege  in  criminal  matters, 
k  eftabliflies  the  principle.  The  law  of  privilege, 
touching  imprifonment  of  the  perfons  of  Lords  of 
Parliament,  as  dated  by  the  two  ftanding  orders, 
declares  generally.  That  no  Lord  of  Parliament, 
fitting  the  Parliament,  or  within  the  ufual  times  of 
privilege  of  Parliament,  is  to  be  imprifoned  or  re* 
drained  without  fentence  or  order  of  the  Houfe,  un¬ 
lefs  it  be  for  treafon  or  felony,  or  for  refufing  to  give 
fecurity  for  the  peace,  and  refufal  to  pay  obedience 
to  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  fird:  of  thefe  orders  was  made  after  long  con¬ 
federation,  upon  a  difpute  with  the  King,  when  the 
precedents  of  both  Houfes  had  been  fully  infpedfed, 
commented  upon,  reported,  and  entered  in  the  jour¬ 
nals. 


% 
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the  proteft,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 

defired  to  be  excufed  putting  his  name  to 

it, 

\ 

nals,  and  after  the  King’s  Council  had  been  heard. 

It  was  made  in  fober  times,  and  by  a  Houfe  of  Peers 
not  only  loyal  but  devoted  to  the  Crown  ;  and  it  was 
made  by  the  unanimous  con  fen  t  of  all,  not  one  dif- 
fenting.  Thefe  circumftances  of  folemnity,  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  unanimity,  are  fo  fingular  and  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  the  like  are  fcarce  to  be  found  in  any 
in  fiance  among  the  records  of  Parliament. 

When  the  two  cafes  of  furety  for  the  Peace  and  Habeas 
Corpus,  come  to  be  well  confidered,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  both  breathe  the  fame  fpirit,  and  grow  out 
of  the  fame  principle. 

The  offences  that  call  for  furety  and  Habeas  Corpus, 
are  both  cafes  of  prefent  continuing  violence,  the 
proceedings  in  both  have  the  fame  end,  viz .  to  reprefs 
the  force,  and  to  difarm  the  offender. 

The  proceeding  flops  in  both  when  that  end  is 
attained  ;  the  offence  is  not  profecuted  nor  puniflied 
in  either  ;  the  neceflity  is  equal  in  both,  and  if  pri¬ 
vilege  was  allowed  in  either,  fo  long  as  the  neceflity 
lafts,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  would  enjoy  a  mightier 
prerogative  than  the  Crown  itfelf  is  entitled  to, 
Laftly,  they  both  leave  the  profecution  of  all  mifde- 
meanours  ftill  under  privilege,  and  do  not  derogate 
from  that  great  fundamental,  that  none  (hall  be  ar¬ 
retted  in  the  courfe  of  profecution  for  any  crime 
under  treafon  and  felony. 

Thefe  two  orders  comprife  the  whole  law  of  pri¬ 
vilege,  and  are  both  of  them  {landing  orders,  and 
.  consequently  the  fixed  laws  of  the  Houfe,  by  which 
we  are  all  bound  until  they  are  duly  repealed. 

The  refolution  of  the  other  Houfe,  now  agreed  to, 
is  a  direct  contradi&ion  to  the  rule  of  Parliamentary 

privilege. 
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it,  on  account  of  his  friend  Lord  Hard- 
Vvicke,  who  had  declared  his  opinion 


privilege,  laid  down  in  the  afotefaid  landing  orders, 
both  in  letter  and  fpirit.  Before  the  reafons  are  fta- 
ted  it  will  be  proper  to  premife  two  obfervations : 

Firft,  That  in  all  cafes  where  fecurity  of  the  peace 
may  be  required,  the  Lord  cannot  be  committed 
*till  that  fecurity  is  refufed,  and,  confequently,  the 
Magittrate  will  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  if 
he  commits  the  offender  without  demanding  that  fe¬ 
minity. 

Secondly,  although  the  fecurity  fhould  be  refufed, 
yet,  if  the  party  is  committed  generally,  the  Ma- 
giftrate  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  becaufe 
the  party  refufing  ought  only  to  be  committed  'till 
he  has  found  fu reties  ;  whereas,  by  a  general  com¬ 
mitment,  he  is  held  fall,  even  tho'  he  fhould  give 
fureties,  and  can  only  be  difeharged  by  giving  bail 
for  his  appearance. 

This  being  premifed,  the  firft  obje&ion  is  to  the 
generality  of  this  refolution,  which,  as  it  is  penn’d, 
denies  the  privilege  to  the  fuppofed  Libeller,  not 
only  where  he  refufes  to  give  fureties,  but  like  wife 
throughout  the  whole  profecution,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  ;  fo  that,  although  he  fhould  fubmit 
to  be  bound,  he  may,  notwithftanding,  be  after¬ 
wards  arretted,  tried,  convi&ed,  and  punifhed,  fit¬ 
ting  the  Parliament,  and  without  leave  of  the 
Houfe,  wherein  the  law  of  privilege  is  fundamen¬ 
tally  mifunderttood,  by  which  no  commitment  what¬ 
soever  is  tolerated,  but  that  only  which  is  made  upon 
the  refufal  of  the  fureties,  or  tn  the  other  excepted 
cafes  of  treafen  or  felony,  and  the  habeas  corpus. 

If  privilege  will  not  hold  throughout  in  the  cafe 
of  a  feditious  libel,  it  mutt  be  becaufe  that  offence 
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again  ft  privilege.  By  this  determination 

(which  the  Lords  came  to  without  calling 

'  in 

is  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  which  fureties  may 
be  demanded  ;  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  will  readily  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  cafe  comes  within  the -exception, 

‘  Provided  always,  that  fureties  have  been  refufed, 

‘  and  that  the  party  is  committed  only  ’till  he  lhall 

*  give  fureties.  ’  •  *  - 

But  fit  ft,  this  offence  is  not  a  breach  of  the  peace ; 

it  does  not  fall  within  any  definition  of  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  given  by  any  of  the  good  writers  upon 
that  fubjedt ;  all  which  breaches,  from  menace  to 
a&ual  wounding,  either  alone  or  with  a  multitude, 
are  d&fcribed  to  be  a&s  of  violence  againft  the  per- 
fon,  goods,  or  poffeflions,  putting  the  fubjeft  in  fear 
'by  blows,  threats  or  geftures.  *Nor  is  this  cafe  of 
the  Libeller  ever  enumerated  in  any  of  thefe  writers 
among  the  breaches  of  peace  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
always  deferibed  as  an  a£t  tending  to  excite,  provoke, 
or  produce  breaches  of  the  peace  ;  and  although  a 
‘Secretary  of  State  may  be  pleafed  to  add  the  enfiaming 
epithets  of  treafonable,  traiterous,  or  feditious,  to  a 
particular  paper,  yet  no  words  are  ftrong  enough  to 
alter  the  nature  of  things.  To  day  then,  that  a  li- 
fibcl,  poflibly  produ&ive  of  fuch  a  confequence,  is 
<the  very  confequenee  fo  produced,  is,  in  other 
words,  to  declare,  that  the  caufe  and  the  effe£i  are 
"the  fame  thing. 

Secondly,  But  if  a  libel  could  poflibly,  by  any 
<abufe  of  language,  or  has  any  where  been  called  in¬ 
advertently,  a  breach  Of  the  peace,  there  is  not  the 
lead  colour  to  fay,  that  the  Libeller  can  be  bound  to 
.give  fureties  for  the  peace,  for  the  following  reafons  : 

Becaufe  none  can  be*  fo  bound  unlefs  he  betaken  in 
the  adfual  commitment  of  a  ;brea<Jh  of  the  peace, 

ftriking 
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in  the  advice  of  the  Judges)  the  Members 
of  both  houfes  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 


ftriking  or  putting  foitie  one  or  more  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubje&s  in  fear  : 

Becaufe  there  is  no  authority,  or  even  ambiguous 
hint  in  any  law-book,  that  he  may  be  fo  bound  : 

Becaufe  no  Libeller,  in  fa<Sf,  was  ever  fo  bound  : 

Bccaufe  no  Crown  Lawyer,  in  the  moft  defpotic 
times,  ever  infilled  he  fhould  be  fo  bound,  even  in 
days  When  the  prefs  fwarmed  with  the  moft  inveno- 
med  and  virulent  libels,  and  when  the  profecutions 
raged  with  fuch  uncommon  fury  againft  this  fpecies  of 
offenders ;  when  the  law  of  libels  was  rahfacked  every 
term ;  when  lofs  of  ears,  perpetual  imprifonment, 
banifhment,  and  fines  of  ten  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  were  the  common  judgments  in  the  Star- 
chamber,  and  when  the  crown  had  affumed  an  un- 
controulable  authority  over  the  prefs. 

Thirdly,  This  resolution  does  not  only  infringe 
the  privilege  of  Parliament,  but  points  to  the  reftraint 
of  the  perfonal  Liberty  of  every  common  fubjedf  in 
thefe  realms,  feeing  that  it  does,  in  effe&,  affirm, 
that  all  men,  without  exception,  may  be  bound  to 
the  peace  for  this  offence. 

By  this  do&rine  every  man’s  Liberty,  privileged 
as  well  as  unprivileged,  is  furrendered  into  the  hands 
of  a  Secretary  of  State :  he  is,  by  this  means,  em¬ 
powered,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  pronounce  the  pa¬ 
per  to  be  a  feditious  libel,  a  matter  of  fuch  difficulty, 
that  fome  have  pretended,  it  is  too  high  to  be  entrufted 
to  a  Special  Jury,  of  the  firft  rank  and  condition  ; 
he  is  to  underftand  and  decide  by  hjmfelf  the  meaning 
of  every  inuendo  ;  he  is  to  determine  the  tendency 
thereof,  and  brand  it  with  his  own  epithets  ;  he  is 
to  adjudge  the  party  giplty,  and  make  him  author  or 


pub 
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King’s  Attorney  General,  who  may,  on 
the  luggetfion  of  any  of  them  being  Li- 
;  bellers, 

publifher  as  he  fees  good  ;  and,  laftly,  be  is  to  give 
fentence  by  committing  the  party. — All  thefe  autho¬ 
rities  are  given  to  one  fingle  Magiftrate,  unafiifted  by 
Council,  Evidence,  or  Jury,  in  a  cafe  where  the 
law  lays,  no  action  will  lie  againft  him,  becaufe  he 
ads  in  the  capacity  of  a  Judge. 

From  v/hat  has  been  obferved,  it  appears  to  us 
that  the  exception  of  a  feditious  libel,  from  privilege, 
is  neither  founded  on  ufage  or  written  precedents, 
and  therefore  this  refolution  is  of  the  firft  impreilion  ; 
nay,  it  is  not  only  a  new  law,  narrowing  the  known 
and  antient  rule,  but  it  is  likewife  a  law  ex  poji 
pendente  lite ,  et  ex  parte  now  firft  declared  to  meet 
with  the  circumftances  of  a  particular  cafe;  and  it 
muft  be  farther  confidered,  that  this  Houfe  is  thus 
called  upon  to  give  a  fandion  to  the  determinations 
of  the  other,  who  have  not  condefcended  to  confer 
with  us  upon  this  point,  ’till  they  had  pre-judged  it 
themfelves. 

This  method  of  relaxing  the  rule  of  privilege, 
cafe  by  cafe,  is  pregnant  with  this  farther  inconveni¬ 
ence^  that  it  renders  the  rule  precarious  and  uncer¬ 
tain.  Who  can  foretel  where  the  Houfe  will  flop, 
when  they  have,  by  one  infringement  of  their  own 
{landing  orders,  made  a  precedent,  whereon  future 
infringements  may,  with  equal  reafon,  be  founded  l 
How  (hall  the  fubjed  be  able  to  proceed,  with  fafety, 
in  this  perilous  bufinefs  ?  How  can  the  Judges  decide 
on  thefe  or  the  like  queftions,  if  privilege  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  to  be  found  in  records  and  journals,  and  {landing 
orders  ?  Upon  any  occafion  privilege  may  be  en¬ 
larged,  and  no  court  will  venture,  for  the  future. 
Without  trembling,  either  to  recognize. or  to  deny  it. 
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beliefs,  imprifon  their  peribns,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  preventing  their  attending  any 
,  parti- 


We  manifeftly  fee  this  effe£t  of  excluding,  by  a 
general  refolution,  one  bailable  offence  from  privilege 
to-day,  that  it  will  be  a. precedent  for  doing  fo  by  ano¬ 
ther,  upon  fome  future  occalion,  ’till,  inftead  of 
privilege  holding  in  every  cafe  not  excepted,  it  will, 
at  laft,  come  to  hold  in  none  but  fuch  as  are  ex¬ 
prefly  faved. 

When  the  cafe  of  the  habeas  corpus  is  relied  upon, 
as  a  precedent  to  enforce  the  declaration,  the  argu¬ 
ment  only  {hews,  that  the  mifchief  aforementioned 
has  taken  place  already,  fince  one  alteration,  tho*  a 
very  juft  one,  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  prefent 
queftion,  is  produced  to  juftify  another  that  is  unwar¬ 
rantable. 

But  it  is  ftrongly  objected,  that  if  privilege  be 
allowed  in  this  cafe,  a  Lord  of  Parliament  might 
endanger  the  constitution,  by  a  continual  attack  of 
fucceflive  libels  ;  and  if  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  efcape,  under  the  (belter  of  privilege,  with 
perpetual  impunity,  all  government  would  be  over¬ 
turned,  and  therefore  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  the 
privilege  now,  when  the  time  of  privilege,  by  proro¬ 
gations,  is  continued  for  ever,  without  an  interval. 

This  objection  (hall  be  anfwered  in  two  ways, 
iff  If  inexpediency  is  to  deftroy  perfonal  privilege  in 
this  cafe  of  a  feditious  libel,  it  is  at  leaft  as  inexpedient, 
that  other  great  mifdem£anor$  (hould  (land  under  the 
like  protection  of  privilege;  neither  is  it  .expedient 
that  the  fm^ller  offences  fhould  be  exempt  from  profe- 
cution  in  the  perfon  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament ;  fo  that 
If  this  argument  of  inexpediency  is  to  prevail,  it  muft 
prevail  throughout,  and  fubvert  the  whole  Jaw  of 
privilege  in  criminal  matters,  in  yvhich  method  of 

rea- 
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particular  vote  or  debate.  Doubtlefs, 
neither  of  the  Houfes  conceived,  by  fur- 

ren- 

reafoning  there  is  this  fault,  that  the  argument  proves 
too  much. 

If  this  inconvenience  be  indeed  grievous,  the  fault 
is  not  in  the  law  of  privilege,  but  in  the  change  of 
times,  and  in  the  management  of  prorogations  by  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown  *  which  are  fo  contrived,  as  not 
to  leave  an  hour  open  for  juftice.  Let  the  obje&ion, 
never thelefs,  be  allowed  in  its  utmoft  extent,  and 
then  compare  the  inexpediency  of  not  immediately 
profecuting  on  one  fide,  with  the  inexpediency  of 
(tripping  the  Parliament  of  all  prote<5tion  from  privilege 
on  the  other.  Unhappy  as  the  option  is,  the  public 
would  rather  with  to  fee  the  profecution  for  crimes 
fufpended,  than  the  Parliament  totally  unprivileged, 
although,  notwithstanding  this  pretended  inconve¬ 
nience  is  fo  warmly  magnified  on  the  prefen toccafion, 
we  are  not  apprized  that  any  fuch  inconvenience  has 
been  felt,  though  the  privilege  has  been  enjoyed  time 
immemorial. 

But  the  fecond  and  belt  anfwer,  becaufe  it  re¬ 
moves  all  pretence  of  grievance,  is  this,  that  this 
Houfe,  upon  complaint  made,  has  the  power  (which 
it  will  exert  in  favour  of  juftice)  to  deliver  up  the  of¬ 
fender  to  profecution. 

It  is  a  difhonourable  aud  an  undeferved  imputation 
upon  the  Lords,  to  fuppofe,  even  in  argument, 
that  they  would  nourifh  an  impious  criminal  in  their 
bofoms,  againft  the  Call  of  offended  juftice,  and  the 
demand  of  their  country. 

It  is  true,  however,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  houfe 
will  always  fee  (as  every  Magiftrate  ought,  that  does 
not  betray  his  truft)  that  their  Member  is  properly 
difeharged  $  but  when  that  ground  is  once  laid,  they 
,  R  would 
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tendering  this  fuppofed  privilege,  they 

thereby 


would  be  afnamed  to  protect  the  offender  one  mo¬ 
ment  .  furely  this  trull  (which  has  never  yet  been 
abufed)  is  not  too  great  to  be  repofed  in  the  high 
Court  of  Parliament ;  while  it  is  lodged  there,  the 
public  juftice  is  in  fafe  hands,  and  the  privilege  un¬ 
touched  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if,  for  the  fake  of 
coming  at  the  criminal  at  once,  without  this  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Houfe,  perfonal  privilege  is  taken  away, 
not  only  the  offender,  but  the  whole  Parliament,  at 
the  fame  time,  is  delivered  up  to  the  Crown. 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  that  our  anceftors,  when 
they  framed  the  law  of  privilege,  would  have  left  the 
cafe  of  a  fedjtious  libel  (as  it  is  called)  the  only  un¬ 
privileged  mifdemeanor.  Whatever  elfe  they  had 
given  up  to  the  Crown,  they  would  have  guarded 
the  cafe  of  fuppofed  libels,  above  all  others,  with 
privilege,  as  being  molt  likely  to  be  abufed  by  out¬ 
rageous  and  vipdi£iive  profecutions. 

Eut  this  great  privilege  had  a  much  deeper  reach, 
it  was  wifely  planned,  and  hath  hitherto,  thro’  all 
times,  been  refolutely  maintained. 

It  was  not  made  to  fereen  criminals,  but  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  very  being  and  life  of  Parliament;  for 
when  our  anceftors  conlidered,  that  the  law  had 
lodged  the  great  powers  of  arrelt,  indi&ment  and 
information,  in  the  Crown,  they  faw  the  Parliament 
vfould  be  updone,  if,  during  the  time  of  privilege, 
the  royal  procefs  fhould  be  admitted  in  any  mifde- 
tpeanor  whatfoever ;  therefore  they  excepted  pone. 
Where  theabufe  of  power  would  be  fatal,  the  power 

qtight  never  to  be  given  ;  becaufe  redrefs  comes  too 
late. 

ll”  tV  <t 

A  Parliament,  under  perpetual  terror  of  impri- 
fonment,  can  neither  be  free,  nor  bold,  norhoneft  ; 

and 
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thereby  broke  in  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  thus  fubje&ing 

their 

and  if  this  privilege  was  once  removed,  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  queftion  might  be  irrecoverably  loft,  or,  car¬ 
ried  by  a  fudden  eruption  of  Meflengers,  let  loofe 
againft  the  Members  half  an  hour  before  the  debate. 

° Laftly,  as  it  has  already  been  obferved,  the  cafe 
of  fuppofed  libels  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  dange¬ 
rous  and  alarming  to  he  left  open  to  pn?fecution  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  privilege. 

If  the  feverity  of  the  law,  touching  libels,  as  it 
hath  fometimesbeen  laid  down,  be  duly  weighed,  it 
muft  ftrike  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  with  terror 
and  difmay. 

The  repetition  of  a  libel,  the  delivery  of  it  un¬ 
read  to  another,  is  faid  to  be  a  publication  :  Nay, 
the  bare  poftellion  of  it  has  been  deemed  criminal, 
unlefs  it  is  immediately  deftroyed  or  carried  to  a  Ma- 
giftrate. 

Every  Lord  of  Parliament  then,  who  hath  done 
this,  Who  is  falfly  accufed,  nay,  who  is,  tho’  with¬ 
out  any  information,  named  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
warrant,  has  loft  his  privilege  by  this  refolution,  and 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  that  enemy  to  Learning  and  Li¬ 
berty,  the  Meftenger  of  the  Prefs. 

For  thefe,  and  many  other  forcible  reafons,  we 
hold  it  highly  unbecoming  the  dignity,  gravity,  and 
wifdom,  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  well  as  their 
juftice,  thus  judicially  to  explain  away  and  diminifti 
the  privilege  of  their  perfons,  founded  in  the  wifdom 
of  ages,  declared  with  precifion  in  our  {landing  or¬ 
ders,  fo  repeatedly  confirmed,  and  hitherto  preferved 
inviolable  by  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  called  to  it 
only  by  the  other  Houfe,  on  a  particular  occafion, 
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their  Reprefentatives  to  the  poflibility  of 
fuch  reftraints. 


and  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe,  ex  pojl  fafto,  ex 
parte,  et  pendente  life,  in  the  Courts  below. 

Temple,  Devonfhire,  Fortefcue, 

Scarborough, 

Dacre, 

Cornwallis,  Abergravenny, 

Portland,  Fred.Litch.Cov. 

^riltol,  Afliburnham, 


Bolton, 

Grafton, 


*  **  »v;;i 
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Grantham, 

Walpole, 

Ponfonby, 

Folkefionc. 
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CHAP  XVI. 

<-N  ‘  .  ‘ 

•  H  • 

Continuation  oj  the  proceedings  againjl  Mr> 
Wilkes.  He  retires  to  France.  Cards 
between  him  and  Mr.  Martin ,  at  Paris. 
Account  of  the  Witnejfes  againjl  him. 
Voted  the  Author  of  the  North- Briton, 
and  expelled.  Remarks.  The  informa- , 
tion  againjl  him  altered  by  the  order  of 
Lord  Mansfield.  Letters  fent  to  his 
fury.  Found  guilty ,  and  outlawed. 

f 

IN  the  progrefs  of  the  three  refolutions 
which  Parliament  had  come  to,  the 
Adminiftration  repeatedly  declared,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  not  in  the  predicament 
of  a  charged  man  3  that  thefe  proceedings 
afteded  him  no  more  than  any  other 
Member  3  and  that  nothing  which  imme¬ 
diately  concerned  him  fhould  be  agitated 
in  his  abfence.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
thefe  declarations,  and  notwithftanding 
every  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
knew  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  his 

wound,  on  the  fir  ft  of  December  notice 
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was  taken,  that  in  the  examination  of 
Kearjley  and  Balfe ,  laid  before  the  Houfe 
(which  were  declaimed,  even  as  a  fpecies 
of  evidence,  before  they  were  read)  Mr. 
Wilkes  is  mentioned,  as  having  been 
concerned  in  the  writing  and  publifhing 
the  North  Briton ;  and  the  Houfe  being 
informed  that  there  was  evidence  ready  to 
be  produced  at  the  bar,  charging  Mr. 
Wilkes  with  being  the  Author  and  Pub¬ 
lisher  of  that  paper,  it  was  ordered  that 
Mr.  W ilkes  Should  attend  the  Houfe  on 
the  8th  day  of  that  month,  to  anfwer  that 
charge.  This  was  not  only  a  manifeft 
breach  of  a  public  promife,  and  a  grofs 
deviation  from  all  candour ;  but  charging 
Mr.  Wilkes  with  being  the  Publisher, 
was  an  innovation  that  exceeded  the  limits 
of  the  King’s  meflage,  which  feemed  to 
have  been  fairly  and  moll  fully  anfwered 
by  tire  determination  of  privilege.  On 
the  yth  Mr.  W  i  lkes’s  Phyfician  and  Sur¬ 
geon  attended  the  Houfe,  with  an  account 
of  his  ill  State  of  health ;  upon  which  a 
further  day  was  appointed  for  his  atten¬ 
dance  ;  and  it  then  appearing  that  Mr. 

Wilkes 
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Wilkes  was  flill  unable  to  attend  tlic 
Houfe,  the  19th  of  January,  1764,  was 
appointed.  And  his  complaint  of  a  breach 
oi  privilege,  which  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  adjourned,  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  on  the  fame  day  5  when  it  fell  of 
courfe.  But  before  that  time  Mr.  W ilkes 
withdrew  to  France.  The  principle  of 
this  retreat  was  obvioufly  fear ;  and  indeed 
there  feems  to  have  been  caufe  fufficient 
to  frighten  a  more  intrepid  perfon.  There 
was  a  profecution  againft  him  in  the 
King’s  Bench  for  the  North  Briton,  and 
another  for  the  Eflay  on  W oman ;  for 
neither  of  which  he  could  expeft  mercy, 
if  a  Jury  found  him  guilty.  There  were 
befides,  the  vengeance  of  the  Lords,  and 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Crown  ;  any  one 
of  which  was  enough  to  crufh  an  ordinary 
man.  He  had  likewife  the  misfortune  to 
be  pre-judged ;  both  papers  having  been 
voted  libels  by  the  Parliament,  before  the 
fenfe  of  a  Jury  had  been  taken  :  fo  that 
he  was  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  flay¬ 
ing  and  becoming  a  martyr,  or  with- 
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drawing  till  the  malice  of  his  enemies  was 
abated.  He  wifely  chofe  the  latter. 

Upon  Mr.  Wilkes’s  arrival  at  Paris, 
he  was  complimented  by  Mr.  Martin 
(who  had  fled  thither  in  confequence  of 
their  late  duel)  with  the  following  card: 

Hotel de  Luynes,  Dec.  30,  1763. 

Mr.  Martin  prefents  his  compli¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  defires  to 
know  how  he  does,  flattering  himfelf,  from 
Mr.  W’s  performance  of  fo  long  a  jour¬ 
ney,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  his 
health  is  perfectly  re-eftablifh’d, 

Mr.  M.  cannot  help  taking  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  a flure  Mr.  Wilkes,  that  he 
had  defired  Mr.  Bradshaw  to  deliver  up 
Mr.  W’s  note,  written  to  Mr.  M.  on  the 
j6th  Nov.  as  it  occurred  to  the  latter 
that  any  imaginable  ufe  might  be  made 
of  it  to  Mr.  W’s  prejudice,  and  before 
Mr.  M.  had  heard  from  Mr.  Bradshaw 
that  it  was  actually  given  up. 

“  Mf-  M.  returns  his  thanks  to  Mr,  W. 
for  his  attention  to  Mr.  M’s  fafety,  by 
giving  the  early  notice  he  did  to  Mr. 

Brap- 
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BradshAw,  of  his  apprehending  himfelf 
to  be  in  danger. 

“  It  is  impoffible  for  Mr.  M.  to  think 
of  taking  part  in  any  affair  of  Mr.  W’s 
that  he  may  find  depending  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  at  his  arrival  in  England. 
He  propofes  to  fet  off  from  hence  on 
his  return  home  on  Monday  next,  but 
believes  he  fhall  not  fet  foot  in  London 
till  thofe  affairs  are  determined,  to  avoid 
even  a  colour  of  fufpicion  that  he  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  appearing  againft  Mr.  W.  after 
what  hath  fo  recently  happened.” 

To  which  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  the 
following  anfwer,: 

Hotel  de  Saxe,  Dec.  30. 

u  Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  is  much  oblig’d  by  the 
favour  of  his  note.  Mr.  W.  is  going  to 
pay  his  refpedts  to  Lord  Hertford,  and 
if  Mr.  Martin  is  difengag’d,  will  after¬ 
wards  wait  upon  him  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  at  the  Hotel  de  Luynes.” 

They 


4 


C  .258  ) 

They  met  at  the  Hotel  de  Luynes ;  and 
Mr.  Martin,  upon  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  kept  his  promife,  in  not  attending 
the  Parliament. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  when  the 
order  of  the  day  was  read  for  Mr. 
W  ilkes’s  attending  in  his  place  to  an- 
fwer  the  charge  ready  to  be  produced 
againft  him,  the  Speaker  aquainted  the 
Houfe  that  he  had  received  a  letter,  and  a 
paper  inclofed,  from  Mr.  Wilkes  (which 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  *)  relating 

to 

*  *■  •  *  ■  *•  *  ■_  i  4  .  _  .  I  , 

Paris ,  Hotel  de  Saxe,  Jan.  n,  1764. 

*  «  Sir, 

*c  I  cannot  exprefs  the  concern  I  am  under,  from 
the  impofiibility  I  now  find  of  attending  my  duty  in 
Parliament  on  the  19th  of  this  month  :  I  have  fuf- 
fered  very  much  from  the  tour  I  made  here  in  the 
holidays  to  fee  my  daughter  :  my  wound  is  again  be¬ 
come  extremely  painful,  the  parts  are  very  much 
inflamed,  and  a  fever  attends  it.  I  inclofe  a  certificate 
of  one  of  the  King’s  Phyficians,  and  a  Surgeon  of 
the  army,  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  profeflion, 
who  think  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  me  to  (fay  fome 
time  longer  at  Paris.  I  refer  to  the  certificate  itfelf 
for  the  particulars.  *  . 

44  The  impatience  I  feel  to  juftify  myfelf  to  the 
Houfe,  from  the  groundlefs  and  cruel  attacks  upon 
me,  and  the  zeal  I  hope  ever  to  retain  for  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  facred  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great 

Britain, 

# 
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to  the  ftate  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  health,  and 
to  the  impoflibility  of  his  being  able  to 
attend  the  Houfe  on  that  day.  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  but  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority 
of  239  again#  102.  Upon  which  the 
Houfe  refolved,  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  by 
withdrawing  himfelf,  was  guilty  of  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  that  Houfe, 

and, 

Btitain,  and  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  both  of 
which  have  been  grofsly  violated  in  my  perfon,  had 
determined  me  to  fet  out  for  England  on  Friday  next, 
but  I  now  find  myfelf  incapable  of  performing  the 
journey.  I  am  therefore,  Sir,  under  the  neceflity  of 
intreating  you  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to  the  Houfe,  and  I 
doubt  not,  from  their  juftice,  a  more  diftant  day  will 
be  appointed,  when  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  attend 
the  difculfion  of  points  very  important  in  themfelves, 
and  in  which  I  am  very  materially  concerned. 

I  would  not.  Sir,  implore  this  of  the  Houfe, 
if  I  thought  the  delay  could  be  attended  with  any 
pofiible  inconvenience  to  the  public ;  and  I  beg 
to  obferve,  that  I  feized  the  firft  moment,  which  the 
refolutions  of  Parliament  gave  me,  to  enter  my  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  informations  filed  againft  me  in  the 
King’s  Bench.  I  am*  with  due  refpedf  and  regard. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  WILKES.’11 

Right  Honourable 
Sir  John  Cuft, 


“  Nous 


A 

and,  therefore,  they  would  proceed  to 


hear  the  evidence  again#  him.  The  reader 
will  obferve,  that,  from  the  #ate  of  the 
proceedings  hitherto  related,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  complaint  again#  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  confined  to  the  original  publication  of 
the  North  Briton;  that  is  <c  the  printed 
paper”  fo  often  alluded  to  in  the  refolu- 
tions  upon  the  journals-  the  writing  of 
wnich  is  the  avowed  and  only  object  of  the 

Nous  fouffignes  medecin  confultant  du  Roi,  ci 
dev ant  medecin  en  chef  des  fes  armees  en  Allemagne 
trt  en  Efpagne,  et  nous  chirurgien  confultant  des1 
armees,  et  chirurgien  major  du  regiment  des  Gardes 
Francoife,  certifions  que  Monfieur  jean  Wilkes  eft 
dans  un  etat  que  ne  lui  permet  point,  tant  par  raport 
a  fa  bFefFursqui  n’eft  pas  encore  entierement  cicatrjfee 
que  par  raport  ala  fievrequi  lui  eft  furvenue  d'entre- 
prendre  la  rout  de  Paris  a  Londres  ;  qu’i]  feroit  a 
cta/ndre,  un  1  inflammation  ct  le  bour/oufHement 
considerable  arrives  depurs  peu  de  jours,  qu’il  ne  ie 
format  une  bernie  a  la  quelle,  il  ne  feroit  point  pof-'  ‘ 
fibfe  de  remedier,  que  pour  prevenir  cet  accident 
dorif  if  eft  menace  et  que  movement  violent,  tel  que 
CTiui  d’une  chaife  de  pofte,  et  Pagitation  de  la  mer  ne 
manqueroient  pas  de  determiner,  il  eft  abfolument 
indifpen  fable  qu’il  refte  encore  quelque  terns  a  Paris. 
En  foi  de  quoi  nous  lui  avons  delivre  Ie  prefent  ccr~ 
tjficate.  A  Paris ,  11  'Janvier  1764,” 
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King’s  meflage.  The  examinations  of 
Kearjley  and  Balfe,  have  relation  to  only 
that  paper;  confequently,  Mr.  Wilkes 
could  be  charged  with  only  that  publica¬ 
tion.-  But  the  Houfe  ordered  one  and 
twenty  witnelTes  to  attend,  moil  of  whom 
could  only  prove  the  r e -public at i on ;  that 
is,  the  printing  the  North  Britons  in  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  which  was  not  before  the  Houfe. 
The  names  of  the  witnefies  were, 

William  JohnJlone ,  Bookfelier;  he  could 
only  prove  fome  trivial  intercourfe  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  relative  to  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton  in  its  infantine  ftate. 

Richard  Balfe,  and  George  Kearjley  (the 
original  Printer  and  Publisher  of  the  North 
Briton,  Number  45)  were  not  examined, 
informations  being  filed  againft  both  in 
the  King’s  Bench.  Upon  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Wood,  they 
were  excufed  giving  any  teftimony,  left 

fuch  evidence  might  tend  to  their  own 
condemnation.  But  the  letters,  and  other 
papers,  feized  at  Kearjley' s,  were  read. 

Andrew  Millar ,  Bookfelier,  and  Thomas 
Cadel],  his  apprentice,  could  only  prove  Mr. 

Wilkes 
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Wilkes  having  offered  to  treat  with  Mr, 
Millar  about  publiihing  the  firft.  Number 
of  the  North  Briton,  which  he  declined, 

Charles  Shaw  ( Ba/Je's  apprentice)  could 
only  prove  the  printing  of  the  North  Bri¬ 
ton,  Number  45,  but  he  knew  not  where 
the  proof  fheet  went. 

Anne  Balfe  was  not  obliged  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  againil  her  huiband. 

Jonathan  Scott  could  only  prove  Mr, 
Wilkes’s  hand-writing. 

William  Richardfon ,  Printer,  Could  only 
prove  the  publication  of  the  firft  twenty- 
five  numbers. 

All  the  other  witnefies  (who  were  the 
Printers  that  had  worked  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe)  could  fpeak  only  to  the  re-puMka'~ 
tion ;  and  all  of  them,  except  Curry ,  were 
extremely  unwilling  even  to  do  that. 

Curry  then  was  the  grand  and  only  evi¬ 
dence  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  to  de¬ 
termine  the  authorihip  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
This  man  did  not  even  know  Mr.  Wilkes 
until  lome  months  after  the  forty-fifth 
number  of  the  North  Briton  had  been 
published.  He  could  only  iky,  that  being 
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a  workman  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houle, 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  reprinted  ail 
the  North  Britons  in  volumes  for  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  by  that  gentleman’s  order. 
He  could  fay  nothing  but  what  related  to 
the  repnblication ,  or  rather  the  reprinting. , 
of  thofe  papers.  And  as  to  the  ElTay  on 
Woman,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
received  money  for  furniftfing  a  copy 
of  that,  which  he  had  taken  out  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe.  After  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  for  adjourning,  all  of  which  were 
carried  in  the  negative,  the  Houfe,  at 
length,  refolved,  without  a  divifion,  or 
any  other  evidence,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
guilty  of  'writing  and  publishing  the  North 
Briton  j  and  then  they  immediately  expel¬ 
led  him  ;  which  was  alfo  carried  without 
a  divifion.-  To  people,  without  doors, 
thefe  proceedings  appeared  unaccountably 
ftrange  and  precipitate.  Mr.  Wilkes 
had  been  ferved  with  a  fubpcena,  and  he 
had  entered  his  appearance  to  the  profe- 
cutions  again  ft  him  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  where  the  matter  mujl,  if  the 
Attorney  General  pleafed,  be  determined 

within 
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within  a  month  at  fartheft,  What  need 
was  there  then  of  this  prejudging  his 
caufe,  and  pre-determining  his  guilt, 
while  the  matter  was  clearly  fub  judice  in 
>  Weftminfter  Hall  ?  A  month’s  patience 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  hin¬ 
der  the  courfe  of  juftice.  Why  then  was 
he  put  to  the  fad  and  affedting  neceffity  of 
revealing  his  defence  fo  near  his  trial  ? 
Was  it  merely  to  obviate  a  motion  of  ex- 
pulfion  j  or  was  it  to  give  the  Crown 
Lawyers  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and 
anticipating  his  defence  upon  the  day  of 
trial  ?  or  upon  what  principle  can  this 
rapid  proceeding  be  juftified  ?  Surely  it 
would  have  fhewn  a  more  tender  regard 
for  the  Liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the 
conftitutional  principles  of  government 
to  have  taken  the  fenfe  of  a  jury  firft  ; 
and  to  have  declined  this  grand  attack  un¬ 
til  the  Court  below  had  determined  the 
point.  It  would  have  been  more  humane, 
and  more  generous.  And  what  material 
difference  could  arife  in  the  trivial  delay 
of  a  month,  at  fartheft,  to  the  difcufiion 

of 
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of  a  queftion  of  fuch  extraordinary  mag¬ 
nitude  ? 

Here  ended  the  confideration  of  the 
royal  complaint.  The  Commons  could 
do  no  more.  They  had  arraigned,  found 
guilty,  and  punifhed.  It  now  remained 
for  W eftminfter-hall  to  do  its  part;  and 
there  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  feemed 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  that  is,  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
tried  by  the  evidence  that  related  only  to 
the  re-publication ;  which  proved  to  a  de- 
monflration,  that  Government  had  not 
evidence  fufficient  to  reach  Mr.  Wilkes 
upon  the  original  publication;  for  upon 
the  acquifition  of  Curry ,  the  Attorney 
General  deferted  his  fir, (l  profecution,  and 
ex  ofiicio  filed  a  fecond  information  a- 
gainft  the  North  Briton,  that  was  reprinted 
in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  houfe;  to  prove  which 
fail  Curry  was  the  evidence.  But  when 
this  caufe  flood  ready  for  trial,  and  a  very 
fhort  time  before  it  was  to  come  on,  Francis 
Barlow,  of  the  Crown-office,  received 
directions  from  Mr.  Wallace,  or  Mr. 
Webb,  to  apply  to  a  Judge  to  get  the 

S  infer- 
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information  againft  Mr. Wilkes  amended, 
.  ^  I1King  °Urt  the  word  “purport”  and 
inciting  in  Head,  the  word  “tenor." 

Upon  which  Barlow  applied  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  obtained  a  fummons  to 
Ihew  caufe  why  it  fhould  not  be  fo  a 
mended;  and  Mr.  Philipps,  Mr 
Wilkes’s  Solicitor,  attended  Lord  Mans¬ 
field,  at  his  houfe  in  Bioomfbury-fquare 
on  Monday  the  2oth  of  February  1 764’ 
(which  was  the  day  before  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
.trial)  in  confluence  of  that  fummons. 
Lmd  Mansfield  afked  him,  what  ob¬ 
jections  he  had  to  fuch  an  amendment  ? 
he  an fwe red,  that  he  could  not  confent  • 
opon  which  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  he 

fld  150t  aik  hi?  confent,  but  wanted  to 
kr;  "'ha‘  WWe  his  objeflions;  and 
a  ked’  lf  Jt  was  not  ufual  to  amend  infor¬ 
mations,  or  to  that  effect.  Then  having 
read  tome  precedents,  out  of  a  book 
which  his  Lordfhip  had  in  his  hand  he 
made  a  written  order  to  amend  the  faid 
^formation  in  the  manner  applied  for. 
Pomoiy,  ,f  this  error  had  not  been  dif- 
coverea  and  corrected,  Mr.  Wilkes's 

-  ■  Counfel, 
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Counfel,  in  cafe  of  his  being  found 
guilty,  might,  and  did  probably  in  end, 
to  have  moved  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
But  no  fecurity  to  the  Crown,  againft 
Mr.  Wilkes,  being  left  unguarded,  he 
had  nothing  to  truft  to  but  a  Jury ;  and 
even  in  obtaining  this  moft  facred  and 
indifputable  right  of  Englilhmen,  a  very 
Grange  and  unaccountable  ftep  was  taken 
by  fomebody,  whom  no  pains  have  yet 
been  fufficient  to  difcover.  Letters  were 
fent  to  feveral  of  the  jury,  figned  «  , Sum¬ 
moning  Officer,"  acquainting  them  that 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  trial  was  put  off  to  another 
day ;  which  prevented  thofe  to  whom 
thefe  letters  were  fent,  from  attending 
their  duty  at  Weftminfter-hall,  at  the 
real  time  of  his  trial.  Whether  the  ad¬ 
vantage  or  injury  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
objedt  of  thefe  letters,  does  not  pofitively 
appear.  The  Jury  which  tried  him  for 
the  North  Briton  found  him  guilty ;  as  did 
alfo  that  which  tried  him  for  printing  the 
Effay  on  Woman;  and  he  not  appearing 
to  receive  fentence,  was  outlawed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year. 

’  ’  .  S  2 
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C  H  A  P.  XVII. 


Illegal  proceedings  againfl  Mr.  Wilkes 
brought  under  moderation.  Meeting  of 


the  Minority  to  fettle  their  motions.  Com¬ 
plaint  againfl  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb 
difcharged.  Motion  to  midemn  General 
Warrants :  Adjourned  jor  two  days. 
Refumed :  The  quefion  altered  and  nar¬ 
rowed.  Mr.  Pitt’s  vindication  of  hinfelf 
in  having  ijfiied  fuch  warrants.  Duke  of 
Newcafile's  requeft  of  his  friends.  The 
fueflion  not  fub  judice  j  yet  adjourned for 
four  months.  Lijl  of  the  Minority. 
Motion  for  a  bill :  rejected.  Minority 
blamed  for  not  moving  againfl  the  feizure 
of  papers ,  and  other  offences.  Views  of 
both  parties. 


THEN  Parliament  had  done  its 


utmoft,  and  all  its  proceedings 


againfl:  Mr.  Wilkes  were  finished,  and 
when  the  Crown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Crown,  were  both  fatisfied  and  vindica¬ 
ted,  then  the  conlideration  of  the  illegal 
proceedings  of  Government  was  taken 
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up.  The  matter  was  opened  to  the  Houfc 
upon  general  grounds ,  arifing  out  of  the 
complaint  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feflion,  and  fo  purely  for 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  rights  of  the  fubjedt,  without  the  leaf!; 
regard  to  individuals,  that  it  was,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Houfe,  formed  into  a  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  committed 
by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  and  the 
Meffengers,  in  imprifoning  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  feizing  his  papers.  Another  motion 
was  made  to  lay  the  warrant  before  the 
Houfe,  by  which  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been 
apprehended.  This  would  have  led  to  a 
pofitive  determination,  as  far  as  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  one  branch  of  the  legiflature  can 
be  called  fo,  of  the  legality  of  that  war¬ 
rant;  for  thejuftification  of  the  gentlemen 
complained  of  muft  have  depended  upon 
the  validity  of  it.  But  this  fecond  motion 
was  reje&ed,  and  the  matter  of  complaint 
was  ordered  to  be  heard  on  the  13  th  of 
February,  1764.  Conferences,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  held  by  fome  of  the  then 
principal  perfons  in  the  Minority,  for  the 

S  3  manage- 
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management  of  this  bufnefs,  particularly 
at  Sir  George  Savile’s,  where  the 
motions  were  fettled,  at  a  meeting  con- 
fitting  of  Sir  Anthony  Abdy ,  Sir  William 
Baker ,  i'V/rr  Burrell ,  Efq;  herd  John 
Cavettdijh,  j  ohnTbodd,.  Eiq;  William  Fitz- 
herbett,  Efq;  Col.  Fitzroy,  Right  Hon. 

Grenville ,  Serjeant  Hewitt,  Sir  /07- 
Itam  Meredith ,  Lord  Middleton ,  George 
Onflow,  Efq;  Col.  Onflow,  Robert  Pratt, 
E  fq;  Sir  George  Savile,  Thomas  Townjhend 
jun.  Efq;  Hon.  Thomas  Walpole,  and  jfWvz 
Efqrs.  On  the  13th  of  February 
the  matter  of  complaint  was  adjourned  to 
the  14th.  On  that  day  it  was  entered 
into;  and  the  faffs  having  been  fully  exa¬ 
mined  ?  it  became  necettary  to  condemn  the 
warrant,  in  order  to  ettaolifh  the  breach  of 
privilege  which  had  been  committed  under 
it.  For  this  reafon  the  following  general 
queftion  was  propofed,  “  That  a  warrant 
for  apprehending  and  feizing  the  Author, 
Printers,  and  Publifhers,  of  a  feditious 
libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
wan  anted  by  law.”  Yet  the  conhderation 
of  this  quettion  was  declined,  in  order  to 

difeharge 
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» 

uifcharge  the  complaint  againft  Mr.  Woop 
and  Mr.  WebB,  previous  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  legality  of  the  warrant; 
upon  what  ground  of  reaton,  law  or  juf- 
tice,  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived,  there 
being  inch  a  connection  between  the  war¬ 
rant,  and  the  perfons  complained  of,  that 
the  Houfe  had  determined  nothing  could 
feparate  them  in  the  beginning ;  nothing 
therefore  could  equal  the  inconliftency  of 
firft  difeharging  the  order  of  complaint, 
and  then  going  into  the  confideration  of 
the  legality  of  the  warrant.  The  Houfe 
having  fat  till  half  an  hour  paft  feven  in 
the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  the  queftion  was 
put  to  adjourn  to  the  17th,  which,  tho’ 
fo  late  in  the  morning,  and  many  haunch 
friends  to  the  Minority  known  to  be  gone 
home,  was  carried  but  by  a  fmall  majo¬ 
rity,  only  208  againft  184;  which,  con- 
fidering  the  very  great  fuperiority  the 
Adminiftrntion  had  had  upon  all  the  other 
divifions,  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  vic¬ 
tory  over  them ;  and  it  was  univerfally 
% 

believed,  that  on  the  17th  they  would  be 
totally  defeated.  However,  on  the  17th 
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the  Administration,  by  feveral  motions 
and  alterations,  narrowed  the  ground  of 
the  general  queftion,  in  order  to  bring  it 
to  the  individual  warrant  that  had  itfued 
and  to  add  thereto  fads  relative  to  the 
pradice  of  Secretaries  of  State  and  Courts 
of  Law.  At  lafl:  the  refolution  adopted 
by  the  Houle  for  its  queftion  was  this, 
“  That  a  general  warrant,  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  and  Seizing  the  Authors,  Printers  and 
Pubufheis  of  a  Seditious  and  treasonable 
libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
warranted  by  law;  altho’fuch  warrant  has 
been  illued  according  to  the  ulage  of 
office,  and  has  been  frequently  produced 
to ;  and  So  far  as  appears  to  this  Houle, 
the  validity  thereof  has  never  been  debated 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  but  the. 
parties  thereupon  have  been  frequently 
bailed  by  the  faid  Court.”  And  the 
Lawyers  were  the  principal  perfons  who 
moved  and  enforced  all  thele  narrowing, 
qualifying,  and  apoligizing  amendments. 

Much  had  been  already  faid  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  ulage  of  office,  in  order  to  give  a 
colour  of  j unification  for  the  condudl  of 

Lord 
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Lord  Halifax  ;  the  adminiftration  had 
called  for  papers  and  volumes  of  records, 
in  order  to  juftify  their  proceedings  by 
that  ufage;  and  Mr.  Pitt  being  in  the 
Houfe,  and  a  very  warm  advocate  for  the 
queftion,  his  adminiftration  was  quoted 
as  a  fan<5tification  of  fuch  ufage.  It  is 
true,  that  in  the  office-papers  which  were 
produced,  there  did  appear  to  have  been 
two  fuch  warrants  iffued  by  Mr.  Pitt  ; 
one  for  the  leizure  ©f  certain  perfons  on 
board  a  fhip  going  to  France  ;  the  other 
for  apprehending  the  Count  de  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  a  foreigner,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a 
fpy.  Thefe  were  iffued  in  the  midft  of  a 
war  with  France,  not  for  libels,  but  as 
in  cafes  of  high  treafon ;  and  the  caufe 
juftified  the  proceeding.  "  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  they  were  againft  law ;  that  in  one 
of  them  he  confulted  his  friend,  the  At¬ 
torney  General  at  that  time,  (now  Lord 
Camden)  who  told  him,  the  •warrant 
•would  be  illegal,  and  if  he  iffued  it  he  mufl 
take  the  confequence  ;  neverthelefs,  prefer¬ 
ring  the  general  fafety  in  time  of  war,  and 

pub- 
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>  . .  ^  er  to  every  perfonal  confidera- 

, ration,  that  he  run  the  rilk  (as  he  would 

0  k‘s  kea<^’  had  that  been  the  forfeit, 
upon  the  like  motive)  and  did  an  extraordi- 
naiy  a  d,  againft  a  fufpicious  foreigner  juft 
come  from  France  ;  that  he  was  readv  to  - 
anfwer.it  before  bis  country,  if  they  called 
him  to  an  account  •  and  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  apparent  neceiiity  of  the  thing,  and 
.  the  real  exigency  of  the  time,  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  the  teft,  and  alone  vindicate,  and 
•  be  the  fafeguard  of  any  Miuifter,  who,  at 

a  crifis,  exceeds  the  known  laws  of  his 
country.” 

.  The  Duke  of  Newcasle’s  adminiftra- 
tion  was  quoted  with  more  propriety. :  It 
was  afterted,  that  his  Grace  had  iffued  an 
infinite  number  of  thefe  warrants.  Though 
tlie  fad  was  undeniable,  yet  fuch  ufage 
could  not  juftify  what  was  illegal-,  for  ufage 
in  matters  of  law  that  are  doubtful,  is~a 

good  expofiter  of  the  tew  -  but  ufage 
againft  law  is  oppreffion.  Therefore,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  was  as  liable  to 
cenfure  for  his  con  dud  as  Lord  Hali¬ 
fax  ; 
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fax  ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
his  Grace  had  requeued,  previous  to  this 
queftion  being  fettled  at  the  private  meet¬ 
ings,  “  That  no  perfonal  regard  to  him- 
felf  might  influence  the  conduit  of  his 
neareft  relation  or  friend  ;  for  that  he 
fhould  be  forry,  if,  from  that  tendernefs 
of  his  friends  to  him,  the  future  exercile 
of  a  power,  which  was  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  to  the  public,  fhould  not  be  pre¬ 
vented.”  But  as  no  cenfure  was  intended 
againft  Lord  Halifax,  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  might  with  great  fafety 
make  this  declaration.  When  the  Admi- 
niftration  found  that  no  juftification,  no 
precedents,  no  ufage  of  office,  would 
avail;  that  the  illegality  of  the  warrant 
was  flrongly  and  pofitively  afierted  by  Mr* 
Pitt,  and  many  others;  and  that  the 
Crown  Lawyers  did  not  venture  to  difpute 
it,  they  changed  their  argument,  and  went 
upon  the  impropriety  of  deciding  in  Par¬ 
liament,  a  queftion  then  depending  in  a 
Court  of  judicature.  It  was  affirmed,  that 
in  the  caufe  then  depending  in  the  Court 
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oi  Common  Pleas,  between  Mr.  Wilkes 
(who  then  was  not  outlawed)  and  Lord 
Halifax,  this  great  quefiion  concerning 
the  legality  of  the  warrant  muft  come  in 
hTue,  as  it  was  the  great  point  upon 
which  that  caufe  mud:  turn  :  the  queftion 
being  therefore  a  mere  point  of  law,  and 
clearly  fubjudice,  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
iiee  determination  of  the  Judges,  and  the 
lenfe  of  a  Jury,  without  an  attempt  to 
biafs  them  by  a  previous  refolution  ©f  Par¬ 
liament.  Surely  thefe  gentlemen  had  forgot, 
what  they  themfelves  had  fo  vigouroufly 
promoted  and  done  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Seffion.  While  the  North  Briton  was 
under  profecution  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  fome  months  previous  to 
any  determination  being  had  in  the  Court 
they  took  upon  the  confideration  of  the 
paper  in  Parliament,  “  and  upon  the  mere 
view  of  it,  without  enquiring  into  the 
truth  of  any  circumftances  that  the  author 
might  rely  upon,  or  the  Public’s  opinion 
of  his  intent  thereby,  determined  it  to  be 
a  libel ;  and  yet  this  is  not  only  what 

great 
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great  Judges  efteem  a  mere  point  of  law> 
but  what  by  home  is  held  to  be  a  very 
difficult  point  of  law.  They  went  fur¬ 
ther  j  for  they  afterwards  called  for  evi¬ 
dence,  in  order  to  find  out  who  was  the 
author ;  and  it  appearing  to  them,  al¬ 
though  by  witnefies  not  upon  oath,  and 
lome  who  did  not  know  Mr.  Wilkes, 
till  feveral  months  after  the  fail  was 
committed,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the 
author,  they  expelled  him ;  after  fetting 
and  deliberating  upon  their  condudt  till 
half  an  hour  after  three  in  the  morning. 
Now  this  laft  is  a  fail  which  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
Jury.  Nay,  the  Commons  came  to  both 
thefe  refolutions,  whilft  the  fame  matter 
was  in  a  courfe  of  trial  before  a  Jury  in 
the  Courts  below.”  But  this  queftion  of 
the  illegality  of  the  warrant  was  not  in  a 
courfe  of  determination  in  the  Courts  be¬ 
low.  It  was  admitted,  indeed,  by  the 
Lawyers  in  the  Minority,  that  in  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  action  againft  Lord  Halifax, 
the  queftion  might  come  in  ifiue  ;  but 

there 
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there  was  a  doubt,  nay,  there  was  an  a!- 
moft  certainty,  that  that  adtion  never 
would  come  to  trial ;  privilege  on  the 
fide  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  inability 
on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had  hither¬ 
to  prevented  it,  and  in  all  probability 
would  prevent  it  for  ever.  The  fallacy 
of  this  obje&ion  being  manifeld,  the  Mi¬ 
nority  went  into  the  importance  of  the 
general  queftion  ;  they  affirmed  it  to  be 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjedt  j  the  very  eflence  of  private 
and  perfonal  liberty  depended  upon  it  1 
the  minds  of  the  public  were  extremely 
agitated  j  and  a  decilion  was  expedted,  for 

the  fatisfadtion  of  the  prefent  age  and  the 
fecurity  of  future  times.  Still  the  Admi- 
nildration  adhered  to  their  principle  of  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  determina¬ 
tion  upon  a  point  of  law,  while  it  was 
depending  in  the  Courts  of  Juflice.  They 
moved  therefore  to  adjourn  the  debate  to 
that  day  four  months.  And  at  half  an 
hour  after  five  in  the  morning,  of  the  18th, 
the  queflion  to  adjourn  was  put,  and 

car- 
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carried  by  232  againft  1 1 8.  The  names 

of  the  Minority  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
note*.  , 

When 


*■*  LIST  of  the  MINORITY  upon  the 

largefi  divifion  ;  -with  the  abfent  Members 
fuppofed  to  be  in  that  Inter  eft. 


OIR  Anthony  Abdy 
D  George  Adams 
Ma j.  Gen.  A ’Court, 
William  Aiilabie 
Col.  Lord  Vifc.  Allen 
Thomas  Anfon 
Hon.  Andrew  Archer, 
Sir  George  Armitage, 
William  Afhburnham 
Pierce  Afhe  A’Court 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin 
Sir  William  Baker 
Sir  John  Barrington 
Charles  Borrow 
Col.  Bar  re 
Benjamin  Bathurft 
Aubery  Beauclerk 
William  Beckford, 
William  Bentinck 
Wilbraham  Bootle 
Crab  Bolton 
Edward  Bouverie 
Sir  Piercy  Bret 
Henry  Bridgman 
Sir  Brook  Bridges 
John  Buller 
James  Buller 


ohn  Bullock 


'{William  Burt 
I  Peter  Burrel 
Bartholomew  Burton 
Col.  Richard  Burton 
[John  Butler 
Plummer  Byde 
Peregrine  Bertie 


Col.  Calcraft 


Nicholfon  Calvert 
John  Calvert 
Pryfe  Campbell 
( Daniel  Campbell 
|  Right  Hon  .  Lord  George 
Cavendifh 

Major  Gen.  Lord  Fred, 
Cavendifh 

Lord  John  Cavendifh 
Sir  Thomas. Cave 
Anthony  Champion 
Hon.  Wm.  Cetwynd 
Nath.  Cholmondeley 
Thomas  Cholmondeley 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton 
William  Clayton 
Charles  Cocks 
Sir  William  Codrington 
Wenman  Coke 
Sir  George  Colebrook 
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When  the  debate  was  over.  Sir  John 
Philipps  moved  theHoufe  for  a  bill  to 

declare 


Hon.  Lt.  Gen.  Conway 
George  Cooke 
Velters  Cornwal 
Thomas  Coventry 
Henry  Curwen 
John  Darner 
Sir  Edward  Deering 
George  Delaval 
George  Dempfleyr 
John  Dodd 
William  Dowdfwell 
Sir  Francis  Drake 
Lee  Dummer 
Edward  Elliot 
Sir  John  Elwel 
Sir  Matt.  Featherfton 
Saville  Finch 
Brice  Fifher 
William  Fitzherbert 
Major  Gen.  Fitzwilliam 
William  Fitzmaurice 
Col.  Charles  Fitzroy 
Thomas  Foley 
Brook  Forrefter 
Thomas  Fofter 
Rofe  Fuller 
Thomas  Fuller 
Lord  Gage 
Sir  John  Gibbon 
Capt.  Sir  Alex.  Gilmore 
Richard  Glover 
Sir  Richard  Glynn 
Francis  Godolphin 


Rt.  Hon.  James  Grenville 
Lord  Grey 

Major  Gen.  Sir  John 
Griffin  Griffin. 
Thomas  Grofvenor 
James  Grant 
Lord  Galway 
Sir  Thomas  Hales 
Capel  Hanbury 
Harbord  Harbord 
Hon.  Thomas  Harley 
John  Hervey 
Hon.  Capt.  Will.  Hervey 
Serjeant  Hewit 
Rowland  Holt 
Lieut.  Gen.  Honeywood 
Lieut.  Gen.  Howard 
Lord  Vi  (count  Howe 
Hon.  Col.  Howe 
George  Hunt 
Richard  Hulley 
Thomas  Hutchins 
George  Jennings 
Col.  Irwin 
Thomas  Knight 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke 
Major  Gen.  Lambton 
Edwin  Lafcelles 
Daniel  Lafcelles 
Edward  Lafcelles 
William  Lawrence 
Peter  Legh 
Sir  Robert  Long 
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■\  \  **,-  j  1 

declare  General  Warrants  and  the  feizure 
of  Papers,  illegal,  by  an  adt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  j 


Simon  Lutterel 

»  > 

Joieph  Mawbey 
Jofeph  Meilifh 
Sir  William  Meredith 
Sir  George  Metham 
Hugo  Meynell 
Lord  Vifc.  Middleton 
Richard  Middleton 
Lord  Middlefex 
Richard  Mills 
Lord  Charles  Montagu 
Edward  Morant 
Sir  John  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan 

O 

Thomas  Morgan,  jurl. 
Capt.  Charles  Morgan 
Sir  Roger  Molly  n 
James  Murray 
Arnold  Nelbit 
Lord  Newnham 
Thomas  Noel 
John  Norris 
Henry  Onely 
George  Onflow 
Col.  George  Onflow 
John  Page 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Thomas  Pelham 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Pen  ton 
Rt.  Hon.  WILL.  PITT 
John  Pitt 
John  Plumptree 


Edward  Popharti 
Harcourt  Powell 
Mackworth  Praed 
Robert  Pratt 
George  Prefect 
Richard  Price 
Hugh  Price 
Chafe  Price 

Sir  Wm.  Beauch.Pro&or 
Henry  Pye 
William  Plummer 
Martin  Rebow 
John  Roberts 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfon 
Lord  Royfton  'f 

John  Rufhout 
Dennis  Roile 
Lord  George  Sackville 
Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  Charles  Saunders 
Hon.  Edwift  Sandys 
James  Scawen 
Fitzroy  Scudamore 
Charles  Scudamore 
Thomas  Sergifon 
Robert  Shafto 
John  Shelley 
Sir  Edward  Simpfon 
Edward  Southwe! 
Thomas  Staunton, 
Richard  Stevens 
Humphrey  Sturt 
Lawrence  Sullivan 
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ment  ;  except  in  certain  cafes,  and  under 
fuch  limitations,  as  fhould  be  mentioned 

and  defcribed  in  the  faid  adt.  He  was 

%  ■ 


John  Tempefl 
John  Thomlinfon 
Right  Hon.  Charles 
Townfhend 
Charles  Townfhend 
Hon.  Tho,  Townfhend 
Thomas  Townfhend 
Sir  William  Trelawny 
Sir  Chriftopher  Treife 
William  Trevannion 
Clement  Tudway 
Fofter  Tuftnel 
John  Tuckfield 
Hon.  Fred.  Vane 
Arthur  Vanfittart 
Lord  Villiers 
Sir  Francis  Vincent 
Edmund  Waller 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
Hon.  Hor.  Walpole 
Hon.  Sir  Edw.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 
Sir  George  Warren 
Thomas  Wat  Ton 
James  Weft 
Thomas  Whichcot 
John  Whyte 
Major  Gen.  Whitmore 
James  Whitfhed 
Andrew  Wilkinfon 
William  Willy 
William  Wilfon 


Lord  Winterton 
William  Woodly 
Sir  George  Yonge 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke 
Hon.  John  Yorke 
ABSENT. 

John  OfHey 
George  Brudenel 
Richard  Cavendifh 
Peter  Dennis 
Miles  Barnes 
Cecil  Forrefter 
Jof.  Gulfton 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot 
John  Hewit 
Samuel  Egerton 
Right  Hon.  Hen.  Legge 
John  Luther 
James  Long 
John  Parker 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Thomas  Prowfe 
Matthew  Ridley 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
Hon.  Sir  Will.  Stanhope 
Thomas  Tracy 
Hon.  George  V. Vernon 
George  Wright 
Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel 
Hon.  George  Monfon 
Hon,  William  Craven 
See.  See.  See.  Sec. 
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flippOrted  by  fevcral  in  the  Adminiftra" 
tion.  But  the  Minority  oppofed  it  ;  be_ 
caufe  they  thought,  a  bill  prepared  and 
bought  in  by  men  in  office,  who  had  been 
attempting  to  juftify  their  own  proceed¬ 
ings,  would  undoubtedly  be  a  preroga¬ 
tive  bill.  If  a  bill  be  at  all  neceffary, 
faid  they,  it  Ihould  be  framed  by  thofe 
who  are  contending  for  liberty,  and  not 
thofe  who  are  contending  to  evade  the 
difpute.  The  motion  was  therefore  re* 
jefted. 

The  Majority  by  which  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  was  carried,  was  fo  fmall, 
that  the  Adminiftration  may  rather  be 
faid  to  have  had  an  efcape,  than  to  have 
obtained  a  vittory.  And  fome  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Minority  imagined  they  be¬ 
gan  to  totter.  Thefe  patriots  now  thought 
they  had  done  enough  to  get  themfelves 
into  offices ;  and  they  were  afraid  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  further,  left  they  ffiould 
thereby  ruin  the  probability  of  their  fup- 
pofed  fuccefs :  Which  was  one  reafon  for 
their  not  making  a  fecond  effort,  upon  a 
motion  they  had  formed  againft  thefeizure 

T  2  of 
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of  Papers,  which  was  generally  expeded. 
That  was  a  point  of  real  importance  to 
the  Liberty  of  the  fubjed;  and  a  con¬ 
demnation  of  a  pradice  fo  horrid  and 
illegal  as  the  feizure  of  Papers  undoubtedly 
was,  would  have  given  the  moil  fenfi'ble 
pleafure  to  every  Englishman.  But  the 
real  truth  is,  thefe  patriots  by '  halves 
only,  when  they  were  in  office,  were  as 
Strong  prerogative  men  as  thofe  whom 
they  now  oppofed  j  and  hoping  Shortly 
to  be  in  office  again,  they  did  not  chufe 
to  condemn  a  practice  which  many  of 
them  held  to  be  both  justifiable  and  ne- 
ceflary.  So  that  this  Minority  were 
not  fuch  warm  and  Sincere  friends  to  Li¬ 
berty  as  they  pretended :  Though  they 
were  at  infinite  pains,  and  fome  expence, 
to  make  the  public  believe  their  profeffions, 
from  their  attempt  to  condemn  General 
Warrants.  But  not  a  Step  would  they 
take  towards  either  remedying  or  con¬ 
demning  the  greatest  grievance,  relative  to 
papers  ;  not  an  inch  further  would  they 
go  although  they  were  fure  of  carrying 
the  question.  If  it  be  legal  to  feize  pa¬ 
pers 
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pers  (and  fuch  filence  almoff  imports  it) 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfon  whofe  houfe  is  plundered 
for  them,  whether  the  fearch  and  feizure 
are  made  under  the  authority  of  a  general 
or  a  particular  warrant :  if  a  general  war¬ 
rant  will  not  do,  a  particular  one  may 
foon  be  had  :  a  Secretary  of  State  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  many  minutes  in  getting  a  Juftice 
of  Peace  to  iffue  a  warrant  for  him.  The 
queflion  is,  Is  fuch  a  pradice  legal  ?  The 
Minority  could  not  fay,  No.  Many  of 
them  are  fuppofed  to  approve  of  it,  in 
certain  cafes ;  as  in  high  treafon,  &c.  but 
they  would  neither  tell  the  public  what 
thofe  cafes  were,  nor  under  what  reflric- 
tions  it  ought  to  be  put.  They  hung  out 
a  fpecious,  but  deceitful,  appearance  of 
Liberty,  a  kind  of  a  will  with  a  <wifp ,  and 
intreated  the  public  to  follow  it.  The 
evafion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the 
clofe  imprifonment,  were  wholly  indefen- 
fible,  and  would  have  afforded  them  mofl 
excellent  queflions.  Thofe  adions  were 
clearly  againft  law,  and  therefore  ought 
to  have  been  cenfured.  Perhaps,  with 

T  3  refpeft 
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■  reiped  to  the  warrants,  the  right  and  bed 
way  of  proceeding  would  have  been  to 
have  moved  a  complaint  againd  the  Se¬ 
cretary  himfelf ;  at  lead:  it  would  have 
been  the  mod  conditutional,  and  mod  be¬ 
coming  the  dignity  of  Parliament.  But 
the  Minority  did  not  aim  at  doing  judice 
to  the  laws  of  their  country.  The  bent 
of  their  defires  was  to  get  into  office. 

The  objed  of  both  parties,  not  half  a 
dozen  excepted,  in  fupporting  and  oppo- 
fing  the  determination  of  this  quedion, 
relative  to  General  Warrants,’ were,  dngly 
and  exclufively,  the  emoluments  of  of¬ 
fice  :  one  to  remain  in  poflefiion  of  what 
they  enjoyed,  and  the  other  to  feize  thofe 

benefits  for  themfelves. - In  no  age, 

except  that  which  produced  the  deduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Roman  Liberty,  were  venality 
and  corruption  fo  prevalent  as  at  this  time 
in  Britain.  Thofe  very  few,  who  are 
really  honed,  and  are  in  a  fituation  of 
viewing  the  fcandalous  tranfadions  of  the 
majority  of  the  Great,  cannot  help  look¬ 
ing  with  horror  and  detedation  upon  twp 
bodies  of  men  regulating  their  whole  con- 

dud 


duft  by  the  Angle  rule  of  intereft  ;  plun¬ 
dering,  or  wishing  to  plunder,  an  opprefi* 
fed,  diilraaed  and  exhaufted  country  . 
and  covering,  or  attempting  to  cover,  their 
bafe  defigns,  with  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
teftations  of  love  for  the  public,  and 
claiming  the  title  of  Patriots ;  a  title 
which  was  formerly  more  honourable  than 
any  which  a  court  could  be  flow,  but  which 
their  repeated  perfidy  has  now  brought  to 
contempt  and  reproach. 


CHAP, 
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V,  *w 

CHAP.  XVIII, 

Ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve  the  Cyder  Com-. 

t/es.  The  Minority  broken.  Difmiffons 

°J  the  Generals  Conway  and  Acourt. 

Mr.  Webb  tried  for  perjury ,  and  Kearf.y 

and.  Williams  for  publifhing  the  North 
Briton. 

TK  e  Second  great  point  of.  oppofi- 
ti°n  was  the  excife  upon  cyder. 
Upon  the  motion  to  renew  the  tax,  an  at- 
tempt  was  made  to  introduce  “  alterations 
and  amendments but  upon  the  queftion 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  167  again  ft  125.  Then  it  was  ar¬ 
gued,  and  infifted  upon,  that  an  appeal 
to  juries  was  neceifary;  and  would  re¬ 
move  an  eifential  part  of  the  fubjedls  com¬ 
plaints.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of 
Mai ch,  1764,  amotion  was  made  “  for 
regulating  the  mode  of  cohesion  by  Ex¬ 
cife,  fo  as  to  fee ure  to  the  fubjedt  their 
undoubted  right  of  trials  by  juries  •  and 
toreftrain,  by  penalties,  any  abufes  of  the 
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Officers  of  Excife  contrary  to  law,”  But 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  1 66againft 

1 20.  At  the  time  of  putting  this  queftion 

* 

a  very  considerable  part  of  the  Minority 
were  abfent.  The  fadt  is,  that  feveral  of 

them  were  for  this  Excife  i  and  another 

\ 

confiderable  part  of  them  did  not  chufe  to 
attend  upon  this  occalion,  becaufe  the 
Cyder  Members  had  not  affifted  them 
upon  the  points  they  had  fo  warmly  con- 
tefted.  To  this  want  of  union  in  thofe 
whofe  indifpenfible  intereft  it  was  to  have 
firmly  united,  the  Minifter  owed  his  ma¬ 
jority  upon  both  the  General  Warrants  and 
the  Excife  upon  Cyder.  Two  or  three  of 
the  principals,  finding  themfelves  duped 
in  their  expectations  of  getting  into  offices, 
were  fo  foured  and  chagrined  by  that 
difappointment,  that  they  began  to  give 
over  all  thoughts  of  oppofition,  and  to 
trouble  themfelves  no  further  about  it. 
Mr.  Pitt  totally  abfented  himfelf ;  and 
Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  immediately 
upon  the  adjournment  of  the  queftion 
upon  General  Warrants,  went  to  Cam- 
.  bridge 
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biidge  to  oppofe  Lord  Sandwich  in  his 
deiign  of  becoming  Vice  Chancellor  of 
that  Univerlity.  By  the  abfence  of  thefe 
two  principal  perfons  at  that  critical  time, 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  inftantly  cooled, 
and  the  Minifter  is  fuddenly  recovered 
his  ftrength.  The  probability  of  fuccefs 
being  now  further  removed  than  ever, 
they  began  to  break  with  one  another ;  and 
every  man  became  jealous  of  his  friend 
being  either  reconciled  to  the  Minifter, 
©r  fome  way  or  other  making  his  peace  at 
St*  James  s,  before  himfelf*  Jn  a  few 
weeks,  defertion  and  diflatisfkdtion  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  whole  party:  info- 
much  that  when  the  public  bufinefs  came 
oil)  that  is,  the  plan  of  fupplies,  which 
every  oppofition  has  always  thought  itfelf 
bound  to  oppofe,  they  were  almoft  totally 
filent  j  which  gave  to  the  Minifter  fuch 
a  manifeft  appearance  of  fuperiority, 
that  it  had  a  wonderful  effed  upon  what 
are  called  the  Flying  Squadron ,  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  whom  had  joined  the  Mino¬ 
rity  upon  the  late  probability  of  fuccefs 
from  that  quarter :  they  were  now  fo  tho¬ 
roughly 
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i%ughly  convinced  of  their  error  that  they 
returned  to  the  court  with  vows  of  the 
moil  faithful  attachment.  The  feffion, 
therefore,  ended  without  any  further  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Minority. 

Bufinefs  being  finifhed,  and  the  Admi- 
niflration  now  in  the  meridian  of  their 
power,  and,  in  their  own  idea,  firm  and 
immoveable,  they  refolved  to  chaftife 
fome  of  their  military  enemies,  who  had 
dared  to  oppofe  them  upon  thofe  cjueftions 
which  fo  eminently  threatened  their  dif- 
folution.  The  firft  of  thefe,  whom  they 
thought  proper  to  mark  for  punifhment, 
was  General  Conway.  He  had  a  regi¬ 
ment,  and  was  moreover  a  Groom  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  the  King;  the  former  was 
taken  from  him,  and  from  the  latter  he 
was  difmifs’d.  This  condudt  inftantly 
created  an  alarm.  It  was  confidered  by 
the  Public  as  an  attempt  to  deftroy  the 
freedom  and  independency  of  Parliament ; 
and  by  the  Officers  of  the  army  as  a  pecu¬ 
liar  hardfhip,  and  a  difgrace  to  their  pro- 
feffion,  no  reafon  being  affigned  for  the 

General’s  difgrace.  It  mu  ft  flacken  the 
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zeal  of  Officers  (faid  one  of  General  Con¬ 
way’s  friends)  when  they  fee  that,  after  a 

life  fpent  in  the  fervice,  they  are  liable  to 
be  turned  adrift,  to  iatisfy  the  vengeance 
of  Minifters,  and  for  caufes  no  way  con. 
netted  with  the  profeffion.  It  affetts  the 
honour  of  Officers,  as  it  inclines  man 
without  doors  to  fufpett  that  they  att  un¬ 
der  fear  of  lofing  their  employments.  It 
Indifpofes  their  countrymen  to  chufe  them 
into  Parliament,  as  an  Officer  can  no 
longer  be  fuppofed  a  free  Agent.  The 
Public  is  hurt,  if  the  rights  of  Parliament 
are  violated,  and  if  puniffiment,  which 
is  only  due  to  crimes,  is  inflitted  on  in¬ 
corruptible  honefty  and  confcientious 
virtue.  It  is  hurt,  if  Minifters  revenge 
their  own  animoftties  on  the  fervants  of  the 
King  and  the  Nation,  and  if  they  in  eftett 
declare,  that  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  fubjetts  the  guardians  of  thofe 
liberties  to  profeription. 

Thefe  diifniffions  (continued  the  fame 
advocate)  have  fometimes  been  exercifed 
againft  men  who  have  been  regular  and 
foiward  in  oppofition,  as  in  the  cafes  of  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Bolton,  the  Lords  West¬ 
moreland  and  Cobiiam.  But  General 
Conway’s  cendudt  was  very  different 
from  that  of  thofe  noble  Lords j  they  were 
fixed  and  determined  opponents  to  the 
then  Minifter}  he  was  enlifted  in  no 
Oppofition,  and  upon  the  report  being 
propagated  that  he  was,  he  declared  to  a 
Minifter,  before  witnefs,  “  that  he  was 
not,  nor  intended  to  be  engaged  in  oppo¬ 
fition.”  He  gave  but  one  vote  againft  the 
Minifter  j  for  he  voted  with  the  Majority 
upon  every  queftion  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  was  feveral  times  up  to  fpeak,  though 
never  pointed  to.  Pie  likewife  voted  with 
the  Miniftry  upon  the  Excife,  and  every 
other  queftion  throughout  the  whole  fef- 
fion,  except  the  fingle  affair  of  the  War¬ 
rants.  This  difmiflion  was  therefore  Angu¬ 
lar,  and  could  not  fail  exciting  very  ftrong 
remarks.  But  whether  the  clamour  raifed 
by  it,  and  the  apparent  difguft  with  which 
it  was  received  by  the  army,  or  whether  the 
Adminiftration  thought  this  example  fuffi- 
cient  to  fix  their  wavering  friends,  or  what 
other  caufes  prevented  a  number  of  other 

dif- 
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difmiffions  *f  the  like  kind,  certain  it  is, 
they  were  not  made,  although  they  had 
been  threatened. 

This  inftance  of  difmiffing  General 
Conway  was  not  the  firft  which  the  Ad- 
miniftration  had  fliewn  to  the  Public,  and 
the  artfiy,  of  their  refolution  to  punifli 
difobedience.  General  Acourt  had  been 
difmifled  fome  time  before :  he  had  voted 
againft  the  peace,  and,  as  the  miniderial 
:  writers  faid,  had  refufed  to  obey  an  order 
from  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  difmifs  a 
private  foldier.  It  was  affirmed  in  the 
public  papers  (and  that  affirmation  was 
not  contradicted)  that  the  letter  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  forty-fifth  number  of 
the  North-Briton,  contained  the  order 
alluded  to.  The  letter  was  as  follows  : 

i  g  By  the  Right  Hon.  Welbore 
Ellis,  his  Majefty’s  Secretary 
at  War. 

Having  received  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  do  hereby  difeharge  Anthony  Ni¬ 
chols,  a  private  man,  from  the  Coldftream 
regiment  of  foot-guards,  commanded  by 
General  James  Lord  Tyrawley,  from 

any 
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any  further  fervice  in  the  fame  regiment. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  the 
War-office,  this  26th  day  of  March,  1763. 

W.  ELLIS. 

To  all  bis  Majejlfs  Officers,  civil 
and  military,  whom  it  may  concern. 

By  the  Articles  of  War,  Sedt.  3,  Art^ 

2,  “  After  a  non-commiffioned  Officer, 
or  Soldier,  ffiall  have  been  duly  enlifted 
and  fworn,  he  ffiall  not  be  difchaiged  out 
fervice  without  a  dilcharge  in  writing  ;  and 
no  difcharge  granted  to  him  ffiall  be  al¬ 
lowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  figned 
by  a  Field  Officer  of  the  regiment  into 
which  he  was  enlifted  j  .or  Commanding 
Officer  where  no  Field  Officer  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  is  in  Great  Britain.” 

Quere.  Is  the  Secretary  at  War  a  Field 

Officer  ?  or  what  Officer  is  he  ? 

No  caufe  being  affigned  for  either  of ' 
thefe  difmiffions.  they  did  moft  certainly 
deferve,  and  for  the  honour  of  the  con* 
ftitution,  as  well  as  of  the  army,  ftrongly 
require  a  parliamentary  examination.  And 
with  refpedt  to  the  cafe  of  General  Acourt, 

one  gentleman  of  the  Minority  propoied 

making 
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making  a  motion  of  that  kind,  bat  when 
he  came  to  mention  it  to  his  colleagues, 
he  found  them  fo  backward,  and  fo  fear¬ 
ful  of  becoming  offenfive  to  St.  James’s, 
that  he  faw  he  fhould  not  be  fupported 
therefore  it  was  laid  afide  *. 


*  Mr.  Webb,  who  had  fworn  in  the  trial  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Wood,  that  while  in  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  houfe  he  had  no  key.  in  his  hand ,  (or  fome- 
thing  to  that  effect)  was  induced  for  Perjury  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  Middlefex,  and  tried  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  when  the  jury,  af¬ 
ter  fraying  out  a  confiderable  time,  at  length  acquitted 
him.  Two  of  thewitneffes,  on  this  occafion,  were, 
Kearfly,  the  original  publifher  of  the  North  Britonr 
and  Williams,  who  had  re-publifhed  the  fame  in  vo¬ 
lumes.  Profecutions  were  carried  on  againft  them 
for  thefe  offences,  and  they  were  both  found  guilty. 
The  former  fled  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  furren- 
dered ;  and  in  confequence  ofhis  havingoriginally  ferved 
government,  was  pardoned :  and  the  aftions  which  he 
had  brought  againft  the  Meffengers,  and  others,  for 
feizing  and  detaining  his  papers  and  accompt  books  were 
entirely  withdrawn.  But  the  latter  was  fined  onehundred 
pounds,  imprifoned  eight  months,  and  fet  in  the  pil¬ 
lory  :  This  laft  part  of  the  fentence,  was  fo  far  from 
proving  a  difgrace,  that  it  was  converted  into  a  pub¬ 
lic  triumph;  for  people  gathered  round  the  pillory  in 
fuch  aftonifhing  numbers,  and  by  words  and  emblems 
and  rewarding  the  Culprit  with  a  fum  of  money 
colle&ed  from  the  people  prefent,  fhewed  fuch  a  ftrong 
deteftation  of  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  fuppofed 
to  manage  the  arcana  of  State,  that  the  pillory  will 
Scarcely  again  become  an  engine  for  the  intended 
punilhment  of  public  Libels. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

Of  the  Club  in  Albemarle- fir  eet>  •with  a  lift 
of  the  Members .  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Devon  fire  and  Mr.  Legge. 

THE  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  furnifhing 
the  Minority  with  feveral  ftrong 
and  important  conftitutional  questions, 
fome  gentlemen  of  weight  and  charac¬ 
ter  early  in  the  preceding  winter  pro- 
pofed  to  the  party  a  fcheme  of  affociation, 
the  purpofe  of  which  was  to  keep  their 
friends  together,  and  to  give  them  the 
pleafure  of  meeting  and  converfing  with 
each  other.  The  idea  was  approved  by 
a  great  part,  though  not  all  the  Mino¬ 
rity  ;  and  a  tavern  in  Albemarle-ftreet, 
kept  by  Mr.  Wildman,  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  place  of  meeting.  A  fubfcrip- 
tion  was  opened  to  pay  the  neceflary  ex- 
pences,  and  all  fubfcribers  were  members 
of  the  Club,  which  was  formed  under 
certain  regulations.  No  political  bufi- 

nefs  of  any  kind  was  meant  to  be  tranf- 
adled  at  any  of  the  meetings.  The  in- 

fiitution  was .  fingly  to  preferve  union. 

U  The 
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I  he  following  is  a  lift  of  the  members 
in  the  year  1764. 


Dukes  of  Devonfhire 
Newcaftle 
Bolton 
Grafton 
Portland 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 
Earls  Temple 

Cornwallis 

Albemarle 

Aftiburnham 

Scarborough 

Befborough 

Corke 

Clanbraffil 

Char  lemon  t 

Vifcounts  Torrington 
Midleton 
Allen 

Powerfcourt 
Lords  Dacre 

Edgecumbe 

Abergavenny 

Fortefcue 

Gage 

Walpole 

Grantham 

Ravenfworth 

Monfon 

Sondes 

G.  Cavendifh 
F.  Cavendiflx 
J.  Cavendifh 
V  illiers 
E.  Bentinck 
Harry  Paulet 
Grey 


Baronets . 

Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  William  Meredith 
Sir  H.  Mainwaring 
Sir  Ant.  Abdy 
Sir  George  Yonge 
Sir  Marmaduke  Wyvill 
Sir  George  Colebroke 
Sir  George  Armitage 
Sir  Alex.  Gilmour 
Sir  Edw.  Deering 
Sir  John  Gibbons 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton 
Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
Sir  E..  Walpole 
Sir  C  Saunders 
Sir  G.  Warren  ^K.  B. 
Sir  W.  Beau¬ 
champ  Prodlor 
Sir  William  Baker 
Sir  George  Metham 
Right  Hon.  H.  B.  Leg ge 
Right  Plon.  J.  Grenville 
W.  Afhburnham 
H.  Crabb  Bolton 
Geo.  Bridgeman 
Peter  Burrell 
J.  Bentinck 
Baith.  Burton 
George  Byng 
Hodgskinfon  Bankes 
George  Brudenell 
John  Buller 
John  Bullock 
John  Butler 

Charles- 
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Charles  Boothby 
Richard  Cavendifli 
John  Calvert 
Nicholfon  Calvert 
William  Clayton 
Robert  Clayton 
Nat.  Cholmley 
Tho.  Cholmondeley 
Humph.  Cotes 
Ralph  Congreve 
Henry  Curwen 
Wenman  Coke 
John  Dodd 
Tho.  Lee  Dummer 
Giles  Earle 
Hon.  Col.  Fitzroy 
Will.  Fitzherbert 
Savile  Finch 
Brice  Fifher 
Richard  Fuller 
Rofe  Fuller 
George  Gamier 
Capel  Hanbury 
"  ames  Hewitt 
John  Hewett 
Richard  Hopkins 
David  Hartley 
George  Hunt 
Frafer  Honey  wood 
William  Ingram 
George  Jennings 
James  JefFerys 
Hugo  Meynell 
Jofeph  Mawbey 
James  Murray 
Daniel  Mathew 
Richard  Mills 
John  Norris 
George  Onflow 


Col.  Onflow 
John  Offley 
Robert  Pratt 
Thomas  Pelham 
William  Plumer 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Penton 
Edw.  Popham 
Harcourt  Powell 
John  Plumptree 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfon 
John  Ratcliffe 
John  Roberts 
Charles  Stewart 
Fitzroy  Scudamore 
John  Scudamore 
John  Shelley 
John  Sawbridge 
James  Sea  wen 
Humph.  Sturt 
John  Sere 

Hon.  T.  Townfhend 
T,  Townfhend,  jun. 
Cha.  Townfhend,  ot* 
Honningham 
Cha.  Townfhend,  of 
Bond-ftreet 
Thomas  Tracey 
Geo.  Fofter  TuftneH 
John  Tomlinfon 
Hon.  Tho.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 
William  Woodley 
Thomas  Whetham 
J.  Warde 
Rowland  Wymm 
John  W alfli 
John  Willis 
Serjeant  Whitaker 
U  a  William 


William  Wilfon 
W  illiam  Woolafton 
James  Weft 
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John  Whyte,  Efquires. 
In  all  149. 


But  when  the  party  were  broken  and 
difheartened,  this  Club  dwindled  to  al- 
moft  nothing:  the  meetings  were  fel- 
dom,  and  the  companies  fmall.  So  that 
in  a  little  time  the  houfe  barely  furnifh- 
ed  the  Shadow  of  a  party. 

During  the  futnrner  the  Minority  fuf- 
fered  a  confiderable  lofs  in  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  His  Grace 
had  never  been  either  vigorous  or  for¬ 
ward  in  oppofition;  but  his  character 
was  amiable,  and  his  name  was  therefore 
ferviceable ;  he  had  great  intereft,  and  he 
kept  feveral  from  deferting.  In  the 
fpring  Mr.  Le  g  g  e  died :  but  his  mode¬ 
ration,  and  more  particularly  his  long  ill- 
nefs,  which  had  confined  him  for  fome 
time,  prevented  his  lofs  being  fo  feverely 
felt  by  the  party. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 


Mr.  Torke  accepts  a  patent  of  precedence. 
Lord  Bute  returns ;  and  becomes  uneafy 
to  the  Minifry,  whom  he  wants  to  change. 
The  parliament  meets ,  and  the  quejhon 
concerning  General  Warrants  is  again  a- 
gitated.  Lord  Temple's  declaration  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcajlle.  The  Minority  to¬ 
tally  ruined. 

r"?  '  H  E  adminiftration  having  wea- 
1  thered  all  ftorms,  having  reco¬ 
vered  their  loft  ftrength,  and  compleatly 
triumphed  over  their  enemies,  conlider- 
ed  themfelves  as  fecure  for  life.  And  fo 
firmly  perfuaded  were  fome  of  the  Mi¬ 
nority  of  the  probability  of  this  truth, 
that,  now  thinking  the  heft  of  the  lay  was  ' 
on  the  fide  of  the  Miniftry,  feveral  of 
them  went  over  to  the  Court.  The  moil 
diftinguifhea  of  thefe  was  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  late  Attorney-General ;  who 
had  refigned  that  employment  when  a 
different  opinion  prevailed.  He  now  re- 

U  3  turned 
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turned  to  St.  James’s,  and  accepted  of  a 
patent  of  precedence.  He  had  afted  fo 
very  even  a  part,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
fay,  whether  any  party  were  ferved  or 
injured,  by  the  acquifltion  or  lofs. 

But  the  adminiftration  were  ruined  by 
their  own  victories :  for  fo  high  a  fenfe 
did  they  entertain  of  their  flrength, 
union,  and  firmnefs,  that  they  appre¬ 
hended  nothing  could  difplace  them. 
When  th  is  idea  had  prevailed  a  ffiort 
time  amongft  them,  the  Earl  of  Bute 
returned  from  Bedfordffiire;  the  pro- 
feription  carried  on  againft  him  was  re¬ 
mitted,  and  he  refumed  his  influence  in. 
the  Court.  To  this  re-admiffion  of  the 
Favourite,  the  .Adminiftration  owe  their 
ruin.  During  his  abfence  they  gathered 
tlrength,  and  had  acquired  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  permanency.  Soon  after  his 
return,  they  were  weakened;  and  as  it 
were  in  revenge  of  the  ill  treatment  he 
had  received,  the  date  was  obvioufly 
threatened  with  another  revolution.  But 
the  difliculiy  of  obtaining  a  fet  of  mini- 
fters  to  his  purpofe,  prevented  for  the 

prefent 
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prefer) t  another  negociation  being  open¬ 
ed.  There  was  but  one  fet  of  men  whom 
he  preferred  to  the  fubfifting  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  thefe  he  had  tried  without 
fuccefs.  Neceffity  therefore  obliged  him 
to  fuffer  them  to  remain,  becaufe  he 
could  get  no  other.  But  to  convince 
them,  and  to  convince  their  opponents, 
that  he  was  flill  as  powerful  as  ever, 
he  diftributed  feveral  good  things,  as 
they  fell,  among  his  own  particular 
friends.  To  one  he  gave  an  Irilh  bi- 
fhoprick;  and  the  fecretary  of  the  order 
of  the  Thiftle,  to  his  confident  Sir 
Harry  Erskine.  Both  thefe  were 
contrary  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Minifter;  and  he  ftrongly  remonftrated 
againft  them ;  ■  particularly  the  latter. 
Several  other  incidents  of  the  fame  kind 
happened.  From  all  which  it  was  ob¬ 
vious,  that  the  channel  of  promotion 
was  not  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  held 
the  employments  of  the  ftate ;  but  of  a 
fecret  and  unrefponfible  Favourite.  To 
this  godin  a  corner  all  the  fons  of  mam¬ 
mon  paid  adoration.  The  Court  was 
w  (  '  .  U  4  divided 
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divided  into  two  factions;  the  Mini- 
Ferial,  and  the  Favourite’s.  The  leaders 
of  both  were  jealous  of  each  other;  and 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Bute 
wei  e  m  a  ftate  of  enmity  concerning 
then  pnvate  affairs.  But  thefe  mifun- 
derftandings  were  not  yet  ripe  enough 
to  caufe  an  open  rupture  between  them. 
It  is  probable,  each  of  them  entertained 
hopes  of  drawing  an  additional  ftrength 
from  the  Minority  fufficient  to  baffle 
the  defigns  of  the  other;  for  they  both 
knew,  that  the  Minority  were  ready  to 
join  the  firfl  that  would  make  offers  to 
receive  them;  and  in  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  fome  fcheme  of  that  kind,  they 
placed  their  hopes  of  liability.  But  nei¬ 
ther  at  prefent  were  prepared  with  an 
explicit  declaration.  The  adminiflxa- 
tion  were  content  to  remain,  if  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  would  not  interfere,  and  coun¬ 
teract  their  meafures.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Favourite  had  not  formed  his 
plan  of  operations  again!!  them. 

During  this  uncertainty  afnong  par¬ 
ties,  the  parliament  met.  The  Mino¬ 
rity 
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rity  had  pledged  themfelves  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  during  the  fummer,  that  they  would 
renew  the  motion  againft  General  W  ar-* 
rants.  Accordingly  a  day  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  but  Mr.  Pitt  being  confined  to  his 
bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  anotner 
iliort  day  was  fixed,  and  he  being  ftill 
unable  to  attend,  the  felf-eredted  mana¬ 
ger  of  this  motion,  determined  to  bring 
it  on  without  him;  although  he  very 
well  knew  Mr.  Pitt  was  eagerly  defi- 
rous  of  fupporting  it.  But  having  ac¬ 
quired  fome  little  notice  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  leading  the  queftion  laft  year,  al¬ 
though  the  ability,  fpirit,  and  intereft  of 
other  perfons  gave  it  ftrength  and  con- 
fequence,  he  became  fo  enamoured  with 
his  own  importance,  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  idea  of  being  able  to 
lead  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  there¬ 
fore  forced  on  the  queftion  againft  the 
inclinations  of  leveral  of  the  party,  who 
.  were  defirous  of  waiting  tor  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  motion  made  by  Sir  William 

Meredith  was,  “  That  a  General 

Warrant  for  apprehending  the  authors, 

printers. 
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printers,  or  publilhers  of  a  libel,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  papers,  is  not  warranted 
by  law,  and  is  an  high  violation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  lubjedt.  It  was  fupport- 
ed  with  the  fame  arguments  as  before, 
with  fome  retort  upon  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  that  the  queftion  was  not  now  fub 
judice  in  the  action  brought  by  3VJr* 
Wilkes  againft  Lord  Halifax;  for 
Mr.  Wil  ke s  being  outlawed,  that  aiftion 
could  not  be  tried.  The  Miniftry,  how¬ 
ever,  ftill  infilled  that  the  queftion  was 
fub judicc ;  particularly  in  the  cafes  be¬ 
tween  the  printers  and  the  meftengers, 
where  bills  of  exceptions  had  been 
brought,  and  which  were  not  yet  argued. 
There  was  great  fallacy  in  this  argu¬ 
ment;  as  thole  bills  of  exceptions  did 
not  touch  the  legality  ol  the  warrant. 
Rut  it  was  a  fhift  to  evade  the  queftion. 
It  is  true,  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
did,  feveral  months  afterwards,  when 
fome  of  thofe  bills  of  exceptions  came 
to  be  argued,  folemnly  condemn  the 
warrant;  but  that  queftion  was  not 
ftridtly  before  them,  and  they  need  not 

have 
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have  done  it,  had  they  not  been  lb  in¬ 
clined.  The  Miniftry  likewife  infilled, 
that  the  delay  in  obtaining  this  determi¬ 
nation  in  the  courts  below,  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  folicitor  for  the  profecu- 
tors  j  and  they  dwelt  particularly,  upon 
the  impropriety,  as  they  called  it,  of 
one  Houfe  of  Parliament  only,  coming 
to  a  refolution  upon  a  point  of  law* 
that  fuch  refolution  was  no  fecurity  to 
liberty,  that  it  was  ineffectual  as  to  the 
purpofe  intended,  and  that  it  would  be 
nugatory  in  a  pleading  in  Weftminfter- 
-  Hall,  the  Judges  there  being  bound  to 
follow  the  law  as  made  by  the  three  ef- 
tates,  and  not  the  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  alone.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  the  queftion  was  altered 
and  narrowed,  in  the  following  manner. 
“  That  in  the  particular  cafe  of  libels, 
it  is  proper  and  neceffary  to  fix,  by  a 
vote  of  this  Houfe  only,  what  ought  to 
'  be  deemed  the  law,  in  refpeft  of  General 
Warrants ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  at  the 
time  when  the  determination  of  the  le¬ 
gality  of  fuch  warrants,  in  the  inllance 
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of  a  moft  feditious  and  treafonable  libel, 
is  a£tually  depending  before  the  courts 
of  law,  for  this  Houfe  to  declare  that  a 
General  Warrant  for  apprehending  the 
authors,  printers,  or  publilhers,  of  a  li¬ 
bel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 

y  ,  ^  i  ld  is  an  high  viola¬ 

tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubject”  Which 
was  received  by  the  Houfe ;  and  after 
debating  it  till  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  queftion  was  carried  in  the  ne¬ 
gative,  by  a  confiderable  majority.  The 
very  perfons  who  propofed  and  enforced 
the  amendment,  voted  again#  it.  Here 
ended  this  great  queftion  concerning  Ge¬ 
neral  Warrants,  for  this  year;  about 
which  the  Minority  had  made  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  parade,  and  given  fuch  fo- 
lemn  affurances  to  the  public,  that  many 
well  meaning  perfons  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  thought  them  in  good 
earned;  in  this  ftruggle  for  liberty  ;  but 
had  they  been  fo,  they  would  not  a  fe- 
cond  time  have  negle&ed  making  a  mo¬ 
tion,  tney  had  laft  year  formed,  again# 
the  feizure  of  papers.  A  point  fo  high- 

ly 
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ly  interefling  to  the  fubjedt,  a  true  pa¬ 
triot  would  not  have  differed  to  remain 
unnoticed.  But  the  fa£l  is,  the  Mino¬ 
rity  had  neither  true  patriotifm,  true 
virtue,  nor  common  honefty  j  for  they 
now  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  hypocrites 
to  the  caufe,  impoftors  upon  the  public, 
and  traitors  to  each  other.  No  party 
was  ever  fo  truly  contemptible  in  fuch  a 
very  fhort  time.  It  foon  became  obvious 
to  all  mankind,  that  the  foie  purpofe  of 
this  fliam  purfuit  of  liberty,  was  the 
poffeffion  of  lucrative  offices.  Mr.  Pitt 
feeing  of  what  fluff  they  were  made, 
kept  aloof.  He  did  not  attend  during 
the  whole  feffion.  Lord  Temple  de¬ 
clared  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  others  of  the  party,  that  if  the  only 
end  propofed  by  oppofition,  was,  fingly 
and  exclufively,  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Great  Offices,  for  the  fake  of  the  fala- 
ries  of  them  ;  if  nothing  was  intended 
for  the  public ;  and  if  they  would  nei¬ 
ther  propofe  nor  fupport  any  motion  or 
meafure,  for  the  true  fecurity  of  liberty, 
and  the  real  advantage  of  the  people ; 
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lie  would  not  lend  himfelf  as  a  cover 
to  any  fuch  principles.  Oppofition  was 
now  entirely  at  an  end.  The  venal  part 
of  the  Minority  found  themfelves  de¬ 
tected.  Thofe  colours  under  which  they 
flattered  themfelves  their  defigns  would 
have  been  concealed,  were  now  with¬ 
drawn  ;  and  they  appeared  like  a  fugi¬ 
tive  corps,  without  cloathing,  arms,  or 
officers.  For  fome  time  they  wandered 
in  this  defolate  and  difconfolate  plight ; 
and  at  length  finding  that  no  party  would 
accept  of  them,  they  became  quite  bro¬ 
ken  hearted,  and  in  a  ffiort  time  were 
almofi:  totally  ailperfed. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  late  Mino¬ 
rity.  A  party  which  had  been  original¬ 
ly  formed  for  the  belt  and  raoft  laudable 
purpofes,  namely,  to  refill:  the  power 
and  meafures  of  a  mifchievous  Favour¬ 
ite;  and  when  he  had  been  defeated, 
to  defend  the  conftitution  and  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  fubjed,  by  oppofing  and 
cenfuring  all  arbitrary  violations  of  Mi- 
niflers.  Thefe  were  the  objeCts  of  op¬ 
pofition.  The  jhji  was  in  part  acconi- 
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plifhed  by  the  North  Briton.  But  out  of 
that  victory,  arofe  the  fecond ;  which  was 
fcandaloufly  deferted  by  the  body  of  the 
party  ;  who  ailing  wholly  upon  the  tem¬ 
porizing  principle  of  making  their  peace 
at  St.  James’s  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  or¬ 
der  to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  getting 
into  office,  were  never  in  earned;  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  and  were  continually 
checking  every  meafure,  and  betraying 
every  man,  who  obdrudled  -their  felfifli 

and  intereded  views. - No  party  had 

ever  fuch  admirable  ground  to  go  upon, 
and  had  the  men  been  but  half  as  good 
as  the  caufe,  no  adminidration,  however 
fupported,  could  have  withdood  them. 
The  influence  of  the  Favourite,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  whole  fabrick  of  his 
fyftem,  mud  have  been  dedroyed  for 
ever. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

Lord  Bute  reconciled  to  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  Ills  Lordjhip' s  view  in  that 
reconciliation.  Hifiory  of  the  Regency 
Bill :  and  an  intended  fpeech  againft  it. 
Conference  between  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  Lord  Temple.  The  Minority , 
and  particularly  Lord  Rockingham  defire 
to  accept.  The  Duke  goes  to  Mr.  Pitt 
at  Hayes.  The  Treafury  offered  to  Lord 
Lyttelton.  Second  application  to  Lord 
Temple.  Before  an  anfwer  can  be  given 
the  Duke  advifes  the  King  to  recall  his 
Minijlers.  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  reconciled.  The  adminif  ration  turn 
out  Lord  Bute's  particular  friends.  The 
Parliament  prorogued. 

ALTHOUGH  the  Favourite  permit¬ 
ted  his  party  to  affift  and  fupport 
the  adminiftration  upon  the  queftion 
concerning  General  Warrants,  yet  that 
was  no  proof  of  his  approbation  of  the 
Minifters,  or  that  he  wiihed  to  continue 
them  in  office.  On  the  contrary,  his 

aim 
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aim  on  that  day  was  to  keep  the  Mino¬ 
rity  from  triumphing.  While  every 
party  were  opprelTed,  and  while  he  pre- 
ferved  to  himfelf  the  power  of  making 
any  fuccefsful,  he  expfedted  all  would 
confider  themfelves  as  dependent  upon 
him  ;  and  this  was  the  Situation  he  molt 
delired  ;  becaufe  it  flattered  his  vanity, 
and,  as  he  thought,  fecured  him  from 
danger.  But  the  adminiftration  having 
refufed  to  be  comeperfedtly  obfequious  to 
him,  and  the  breach  between  them  being 
wider  every  day,  the  refolution  was  ta¬ 
ken  to  difmifs  them.  And,  as  it  had 
ever  been  his  purpofe,  to  bring  in  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  under  certain 
conditions,  to  which  having  found  they 
would  not  fubfcribe  when  offered  by 
himfelf,  he  determined  to  try  the  force 
of  other  hands,  to  loften  and  prevail  up¬ 
on  thefe  impradticable  men.  None  ap¬ 
peared  fo  fuitable  to  his  purpofe  as  the 
Duke  of  C'.  That  Prince  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  friend  to  the  Minority; 
therefore,  befides  the  natural  dignity  <?f 
his  character,  it  might,  and  probably 
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was  conjedtured,  that  whatever  came 
from  him  would  carry  with  it  its  own 
weight  and  convitftion.  With  the  inten¬ 
tion,  and  the  expe&ation,  of  reconciling 
to  office  through  this  intereft,  the  two 
able  and  refpedtable  perfons  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  the  Favourite  addrefted  himfelf 
to  his  R.  H.  He  appeared  publickly, 
together  with  his  brother,  at  feveral  of 
the  Duke’s  levees.  This  condudt  at  firft 
appeared  extremely  myfterious  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  there  were  ftrong  reafons 
for  believing  they  had  not  approved  of 
each  other’s  behaviour  for  fome  time 
paft.  What  could  be  the  motive  or  de- 
fign  of  this  fudden  and  lingular  friend- 
fhip  very  few  could  perceive.  About  this 
period  his  Majefty  happened  to  be  fome- 
what  indifpofed  :  upon  his  recovery,  the 
idea  of  a  Regency  was  fuggefted ;  and 
on  the  24th  of  April  1765,  his  Majefty 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  conlideration  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  the  bringing  in  a  bill,  fettling  a 
Regent  and  Council  of  Regency,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  and  the  fucceflor  to  the 
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throne  fliould  be  under  the  age  of  eigli* 
teen.  And  the  fpeech  which  commu¬ 
nicated  this  bufinefs,  particularly  pro- 
pofed,  whether  it  would  not  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  veil;  in  his  Majefty,  the  power 
of  appointing  the  Queen,  or  any  other  per- 
fon  of  the  Royal  Family.,  ufually  redding 
in  Great  Britain,  to  be  Regent  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  and  guardian  of  the  fucceffor, 
until  he  fhould  be  eighteen  ?  The  bill 
was  brought  in,  giving  fuch  power ;  but 
a  doubt  arifing  concerning  the  extent  of 
the  explanation  of  the  words,  or  any 
other  of  the  Royal  Family ,  it  was  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  the  prefent  Royal  Family  were 
only  defcended  from  the  late  King. 
The  r —  conltrudtion  of  thofe  words  was 
2fked ;  and  it  was  underllood  from  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  bell;  public  authority 
of  the  time,  that  that  conltrudtion  and 
the  previous  affirmation  were  the  fame. 
The  bill  palled  the  upper  Houfe,  declar¬ 
ing  the  Royal  Family  to  be  only  the  de¬ 
pendents  of  the  late  King  ;  which  ex¬ 
cluded  the  Pr.  D.  who  was  of  another 

(  /  •  r 

Family.  The  adminillration,  to  whom 
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the  bill  was  never  fuppofcd  to  be  agree¬ 
able,  are  fpoken  of  as  confidering  this  a 
kind  of  victory  over  the  Favourite,  whole 
particular  views  were  thought  to  be  de- 
flioyed  by  this  exclulion,  which  was  ac- 
complilhed  without  a  manifeft  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  bill.  But  when  it  came  into 
the  Commons,  a  motion  was  made  and 
fupported  by  the  friends  of  the  Favou¬ 
rite,  to  infert  her  Royal  Highnefs’s  name; 
to  which  the  Houfe  agreed.  And  with 
this  amendment  it  went  back  to  the 
Lords,  where  it  met  with  no  fecond  op- 
pofition.  But  the  following  fpeech  was 
Lid  to  have  been  intended  to  be  fpoken 
upon  this  occalion. 

A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  fpoken 
‘when  the  Commons  returned  the  Regency 
Bill,  ’with  an  amendment  rej'pe  Cling  the 
Princefs  Dowager. 

My  Lords, 

I  Hope  your  Lordfhips  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  difagreeing  with  the  H. 
of  Commons  ih  regard  to  this  extraor- 
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dinary  Amendment.  I  call  it  extraordi¬ 
nary,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  refolution, 
which  your  Lordfhips  came  to  upon  this 
claufe  in  the  bill,  was  founded  upon  an 
implyed,  and  (as  your  Lordfhips  conli- 
dered  it)  an  authentick  requeft  from  the 
Crown,  delivered  to  this  Houle  by  one 
of  the  firft  Minifters  of  his  Majefty » 
to  which  your  Lordfhips  did  according¬ 
ly  give  immediate  and  feiious  atten¬ 
tion,  and  a  moft  unanimous  approba¬ 
tion. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  perfons 
who  moved  for  this  alteration  in  the 
other  Houfe,  were  men  of  undoubted 
loyalty,  and  therefore  I  will  not  inquire 
into  the  date  or  complexion  of  their  loy¬ 
alty.  But  I  cannot  comprehend,  my 
Lords,  what  unintelligible  and  unoften- 
fible  influence  could  turn  the  hearts  of 
that  great  Aifembly  as  the  heart  of  one 
man,  and  call  upon  them  to  rejcdt  an 
article  of  the-  bill,  fo  properly  founded 
upon  a  declaration  of  his  Majefty’s  in¬ 
clinations,  and  fo  unanimoufly  affented 
to  by  your  Lordfhips.  Was  it  becaufe 
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lh;-y  Vv  ere  better  acquainted  and  more 
imi'-refled  with  the  virtues  of  the  Royal 
!  ci  ion,  who  is  the  cbjedt  of  this  amend-* 
naent  ?  Your  Lordfhips,  I  fuppofe,  will 
not  give  way  to  the  H.  of  Commons,  in 
doing  all  juftice  to  the  character  of  this 
gteat  Princefs  j  moll  certainly,  my 
Lords,  the  Ring  himfelf  will  not  be  be¬ 
hind  hand  with  the  body  of  his  fubjects, 
in  fhewing  every  proper  mark  of  affec¬ 
tion  to  his  royal  mother. — And  yet,  my 
Lords,  both  the  King  and  your  Lord¬ 
fhips  faw  very  wife  reafons  for  what  you 
did  ;  your  Lordfhips  treated  the  matter, 
Jo  circumjianced,  with  a  fteadinefs,  which 
became  you;  with  the  utmoft  deli¬ 
cacy,  and  without  any  improper  expla¬ 
nations  upon  fo  nice  a  fubjedt. 

I  think  there  was  no  undutiful  inti¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  method  of  pro¬ 
ceeding.  But  it  feems  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  were  determined  to  uncover 
this  veil. — If  they  did  it  to  fhow'  their 
fuperior  regard  to  his  Majefty,  they  are 
contradicted  by  the  only  publick  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  royal  inclinations.— If  they 

did 
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did  it  to  fhew  their  contempt  of  fuch  of 
his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  as  fit  in  this 
houfe,  they  adted  (at  leaft,  as  I  think} 
not  a  very  wife  part,  becaufe  not  a  re¬ 
conciling  part  j  but  yet  fuch  a  one,  as 
the  freedom  of  that  great  and  refpedta- 
ble  Affembly,  has  ever  entitled,  and  I 
hope  in  God  will  ever  intitle  them  to. 
But  in  the  midft  of  this  ftrange  and 
unaccountable  fluctuation  of  things, 
what  will  the  wife  and  the  honeft  part 
of  the  world  without  doors  think  of 
this  unfortunate  country  ?  What  can 
they  think,  my  Lords,  but  that  we 
have  really  and  truly  no  Minifters  at 
all  ?  And  that  every  thing  is  done  and 
undone  (even  in  the  higheft  and  moft 
important  concerns  of  this  kingdom)  by 
the  hint  or  the  whifper  of  fcme  great 
idol  in  a  corner  ? — If  fuch  a  one  there 
be,  my  Lords,  I  hope  he  will  be  found 
out  in  due  time,  and  be  treated,  I  will 
not  fay  as  he  deferves,  but  configned  to 
fome  inoft'enfive  fituation,  where  he  may 
be  at  liberty  to  contemplate  the  folly 

and  vanity  of  his  ambition,  as  it  may 
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affed  his  own  perfon,  and  the  danger 
and  wickednefs  of  it,  as  it  may  affect 

tke  true  and  lading  intereft  of  his  royal 
and  gracious  mafter. 

9 

In  the  mean  time,  my  Lords,  I  think 
we  cannot  better  fhew  our  duty  to  the 
King,  and  our  regard  to  the  dignity  of 
this  Houfe,  than  by  difagreeing  with  the 
Commons  in  this  amendment. 

Though  the  Favourite  with  much 
difficulty  carried  his  point,  yet  the 
treatment  he  received  from  the  admini- 
flration  in  this  bufinefs,  was  by  no 
means  to  be  forgiven.  Accordinlgy  the 
next  traces  we  find  of  him,  are  in  a 
defign  to  change  the  adminiftration,  by 
an  attempt  to  introduce  Lord  Temple 
and  Mr.  Pitt.  The  reader  has  al¬ 
ready  obferved  h is  reconciliation  with 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  we 
dull  now  fee  the  confequences.  On 
Wednefday  the  15th  of  May,  his  Roy¬ 
al  Hjghnefs  fent  for  Lord  Temple, 
who  was  then  at  his  country  feat  at 
Stowe,  and  told  his  Lordffiip,  his  Ma- 
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iefty  had  a  mind  to  change  his  Mini- 
iters,  and  to  take  in  his  Lordffiip  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  Tome  of  their  friends  ; 
and  defired  their  conditions.  His  Lord¬ 
ihip  anfwered,  The  making  certain  fo¬ 
reign  alliances,  the  refloration  of  officers, 
the  repeal  of  the  excife  upon  cyder,  and 
the  condemnation  of  general  warrants, 
the  feizure  of  papers,  &c.  Thefe  were 
agreed  to.  But  on  the  other  hand  it 
was  infilled,  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  fhould  be  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  Upon  which  Lord  Temple 
is  faid  to  have  declared,  “  He  would 
never  come  in  under  Lord  Bute’s 
Lieutenant.”*  Indeed  it  is  lingular,  that 
a  compliance  with  this  condition  ffiould 
be  expedted,  confidering  the  pofitive 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  refufed  be¬ 
fore.  But  it  was  now  manifefl,  beyond 
a  doubt,  who  was  the  fecret  fpring  of 
,this  negociation.  Yet  fo  defirous  were 
the  Minority  of  places,  that  though  they 
had  broke  with  their  leader,  though 

they 

*  Lord  Northumberland  had  lately  been 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
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they  had-  almod  totally  deferted  him, 
particularly  in  the  quedion  upon  the  Re* 
gency  bill,  they  now  crouded  about  him, 
and  preffed  him  in  the  moft  earned: 
and  abject  manner  to  accept.  They 
feared  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  getting  into  office.  Among  thefe 
was  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
who  applied  ail  his  arguments  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  perfualion  to  prevail  upon  his 
Lordfhip  to  accept,  even  with  Lord  Nor¬ 
thumberland  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury.  But  all  in  vain.  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  was  faithful  to  his  original  prin¬ 
ciple  of  redding  the  Favourite.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  the  Duke  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  his  Lordfhip  dedring  to  meet 
him  at  Mr.  Pitt  s  at  Hayes,  at  twelve 
o’clock  that  day.  This  refolution  of 
going  to  Hayes,  was  taken  without  the 
participation  of  his  Lordffiip,  although 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  Lordfhip  were  to  be 
joined  together  in  office.  But  it  was 
the  principle  of  this  whole  negociation 
to  take  them  always  fuddenly,  and 
fomctimes  feparately  •,  in  order,  if  pofli- 

ble. 
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ble,  to  precipitate  them  into  an  accept¬ 
ance,  before  they  had  time  to  difcover 
the  footfteps  of  the  fecret  agent.  But 
the  difguife  was  of  fuch  a  flimfey  tex¬ 
ture,  and  fo  aukwardly  put  on,  that  the 
intended  impofition  was  not  only  obvi¬ 
ous,  but  the  attempt  to  conceal  it,  ri¬ 
diculous  and  contemptible.  The  Duke 
propofed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he  found 
confined  to  his  bed,  the  fame  condition 
concerning  Lord  Northumberland, 
that  had  been  refufed  by  Lord  Temple, 
But  Mr.  Pitt  likewife  rejected  it,  and 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  had  influenced 
the  noble  Lord.  This  unexpected  firm- 
nefs  againft  offers  perfonally  made  by  a 
Prince  of  the  blood  royal,  a  Prince  of 
great  character,  and  high  in  the  efteem 
of  the  people,  might  have  ruined  the 
reputations  of  any  other  men  but  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  as  few  per¬ 
haps  would  believe,  any  terms  which 
fuch  a  Prince  could  propofe,  were  im¬ 
proper  for  a  fubjeCt  to  accept.  And  it 
is  not  quite  impoflible,  that  fuch  an 
embaffy  was  only  made  to  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation 
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daiion  of  fuch  an  odium;  for  who  could 
have  a  moment’s  doubt  that  knew  the 
men,  they  would  never  fubmit,  under 
any  hands,  to  be  the  inflruments  of  the 
Favourite.  But  whatever  was  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  this  errand,  it  was  in  no  refpeCt 
anfwered.  The  eftablifhed  characters  of 
the  perfons  preferved  them  from  cen- 
fure ;  and  though  the  terms  refufed 
were  not  known,  vet  it  was  taken  for 
granted,  that  they  were  fuch  as  thofe 
great  men  could  not  accept  with  honour 
■  to  themfelves,  and  fidelity  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Next  day  the  Treafury  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  Lord  Lyttelton  :  but  that  no¬ 
ble  Lord  thought  proper  to  excufe  him- 
felf.  The  account  of  this  fecond  offer 
conveyed  to  the  noble  Lord  before  ap¬ 
plied  to,  the  firfl  information  of  the 
point  concerning  Lord  Northumber- 
land,  being  relinquifhed.  The  Duke 
then  apprehending,  that  Lord  Temple' 
had  not  fully  underflood  his  powers,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  renewed  his  applications 
to  that  noble  Lord.  'I  his  was  on  the 
1  uefday.  But  before  his  Lordfhip,  and 

Lord 
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Lord  Lyttelton  (who  were  now  in 
the  moft  cordial  and  firm  union)  were 
got  into  the  chaife  in  order  to  go  and 
confult  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  went  to  the  Queen’s  palace, 
and  adviled  his  Majefty  to  recall  his  old 
Minifters.  Upon  what  caufe,  or  with 
what  view,  this  was  done,  is  not  very 
eafy  to  difcover.  Certain  it  is,  tnat  that 
was  the  fadt;  and  that  it  put  an  end  to 
the  negociation  for  the  prefent. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Temple 
and  his  brother,  the  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Grenville,  through  the  mediation  of 
feveral  noble  perfons,  became  reconciled. 
This  event  was  at  fir  ft  greatly  approved 
of  by  the  Minority;  many  of  whom  re¬ 
peatedly  declared,  “  they  did  not  doubt 
but  it  would  have  very  good  confe- 
quences.”  The  principle  of  this  re¬ 
conciliation  was  no  more  than  private 
friendfhip,  as  brothers ;  and  in  politics, 
only  as  to  meafuresin  future.  It  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  pafi.  His  Lordfhip 
remained  the  fame  firm  friend  to  the 
public  caufe,  that  he  always  bad  been. 
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The  fubfifling  Adminiflration  were 
now  determined  to  ad  as  firmly  againft 
the  Favourite,  as  thofe  who  had  beenfo- 
licited.  to  accept  their  places.  They 
had  laboured  a  confiderable  time  under 
the  fufpicion  of  being  his  implicit  in- 
ftruments;  they  therefore  refolved  to 
clear  themfelves  of  that  fufpicion  at 
once,  by  giving  a  fignal  mark  of  their 
authority,  in  dired  hoftility  to  him. 
When  recalled,  they  infilled  upon  thefe 
conditions,  viz.  The  difmiflion  of  Lord 
Northumberland  from  the  lieute¬ 
nancy  of  Ireland;  of  Mr.  Stuart 
Mackenzie,  Lord  Bute’s  brother, 
from  his  port  of  Privy  Seal  of  Scotland; 
and  of  Lord  Holland  from  the  pay 
office.  To  Lord  We  y  mouth  they 
gave  the  firfl,  to  Lord  Fred.  Camp¬ 
bell  the  fecond,  and  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townshend  the  lafl.  When  thefe 
were  fettled,  the  Parliament,  which  had 
been  kept  fitting  in  expedation  of  if- 
fuing  writs  for  re-eledions  upon  the 
lately  intended  change  of  Miniflers,  was 
now  prorogued. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

Second  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord 
Temple  :  it  breaks  off.  AdminUlration 
changed.  Remarks.  The  Favourite  s 
power  flUl  the  fame. 

TH  E  avowed  and  daring  marks  of 
hoftility  which  the  adminiftration 
lately  fhewed  towards  the  Favourite, 
by  difmiffing  his  particular  affociates  and 
friends,  were  fuch  high  and  heinous  of¬ 
fences  againft  his  power,  that  they 
were  conlidered  as  adts  of  rebellion  j  for 
which  abfolute  death  mull  be  the  pu- 
nifhment.  From  that  moment  it  was 
again  refolved  to  change  the  adroiniftra— 
tion  :  though,  as  ufual,  it  was  not  known 
'whether  any  body  would  accept  of  their 
places.  For  this  treafon  therefore,  and 
this  only?  they  were  afterwards  difmiff- 
ed.  All  former  offences,  which  feem  to 
have  been  pardoned,  for  the  prefent  at 
leaft,  with  the  recall,  were  revived  by 

this  avowed  and  open  adt  of  rebellion  ; 
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which  was  not  to  be  forgiven,  A  ne-» 
gotiation  ,  was  fet  on  foot  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  And  he  had  a  conference  with 
his  Majefty  at  the  Queen’s  palace  on  the 
20th  of  June,  ana  another  on  the  22d. 
The  confequence  of  which  were,  that 
Lord  Temple  was  again  fent  for  from 
Stowe:  and  on  the  25th  they  went  to 
St.  James  s  together;  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  appeared  j  viz.  that  Mr. 
Stuart  Mackenzie  fhould  be  re¬ 
stored  to  office;  that  Lord  Northum¬ 
berland  ffiould  be  made  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain;  and  that  the  Favourite’s  friends 
fhould  remain.  Upon  which  Lord  Tem¬ 
ple  declared,  he  could  not  accept.** 
And  here  the  negotiation  entirely  broke  ' 
off.  It  has  been  faid,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  willing  to  go  into  office  upon  thofe 
terms;  but  if  he  was,  it  would  not  have 
been  with  an  adminiftration  formed  at 

Windfor 

*  Tlle  motive  of  this  refufal  the  reader  will  find 
amply  explained  in  a  iittle  traft  entitled.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  late  changes  examined  ;  which  contains 
many  things  worthy  his  attention. 
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Windfor  Lodge  and  Claremont;  for  he 
declared  he  had  no  opinion  of  fuch  an 
one.  And  it  is  certain  that  if  ever  he 
was  willing,  he  afterwards  altered  his 
mind  upon  maturer  confideration. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
had  not  hitherto  appeared  in  this  laft 
negotiation,  now  came  forward;  and 
applied  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Lord  Rockingham,  and  others.  This 
was  the  laft  refource.  There  was  no 
other  fet  of  men  to  be  found  who  had 
not  refufed.  And  if  thefe  had  been 
poflefiedof  virtue  fufficient  to  follow  their 
example,  and  adhere  to  their  friends,  the 
Favourite  muft  have  departed,  as  he 
would  then  have  found  the  objections  of 

all  were  purely  againft  him ;  and  fo 
thoroughly  was  he  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  prudence  of  fuch  a  meafure 
in  cafe  none  would  accept,  that  he  had 
then  actually  in  contemplation  a  journey 
beyond  the  Alps ;  when  this  laft  fet  of 
men,  after  l'ome  doubts  and  helitation, 
ariling  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
inability,  confented  to  his  continuance 
at  home,  by  accepting  the  great  offices 
of  ftate.  In  that  critical  moment  which 
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was  the  only  opportunity  that  ever  did, 
or  perhaps  ever  will  happen,  for  fairly 
getting  rid  of  him,  did  they  refolve  to 
defert  their  friends,  and  to  Step  in 
for  his  prefervation  j  when  a  week  or 
ten  days  firmnefs,  mud:  have  accom¬ 
plished  what  the  whole  kingdom  fo  ear¬ 
nestly  wifhed  for,  and  what  all  parties 
had  attempted  in  vain. 

Lord  Rockingham  was  made  firSt 

Lord  of  the  Treafury;  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  Lord  Privy  Seal,  with 
leave  to  provide  for  his  numerous  rela¬ 
tions  and  dependents ;  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  and  General  Conway  were 
made  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Mr. 
York,  after  feveral  weeks confideration, 
re-accepted  his  former  poSt  of  Attorney 
General.  Agreat  numberofother  changes 
were  made,  which  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  chronicles  and  kalendars  of  the  time. 
To  a  lull  of  power  and  a  defire  of  places, 
have  the  interests  of  this  kingdom  been 
frequently  facrificed:  but  in  no  instance 
more  remarkably  than  in  thisj  becauS'e 
never  was  any  moment  fo  happily  form¬ 
ed,  for  restoring,  upon  the  folid  bails  of 
public  union,  an  able  and  disinterested 
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adtmfi'ffiration,  fo  cruelly  and  wan-* 
tonly  deftroyed  by  a  fet  of  men,  who 
having  no  virtue  themfelves,  were  de- 
termined  to  deftroy  the  effedts  of  it  in 
others.  After  fo  much  firmnefs  had 
been  (hewn  by  thofe  who  were  firlt  ap¬ 
plied  to,  in  repeatedly  refilling  the 
temptations  of  power  and  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office,  from  a  defire  of  laying 
and  eftablilhing  the  foundation  of  pub¬ 
lic  happinefs  j  and  after  the  like  refin¬ 
ance  had  been  made  by  others,  who  had 
experienced  the  impoffibilities  of  adting 
under  a  controulfo  capricious  and  odious  j 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  or  will  it  be  credited, 
that  thofe  who  could  take  advantage  of 
fuch  a  crifisj  and  fuch  a  fituation,  to 
throw  themfelves  into  offices,  for  the 
fake  of  the  falaries  of  them,  without 
the  power,  will  ever  in  any  manner  re-  • 
fill  the  hand  that  raifed  them,  and  can 
difmifs  them? — If  it  Ihould  be  alked, 
how  they  came  to  be  admitted  without 
agreeing  to  thofe  lalt  conditions  which 
Lord  Temple  refiifed,  the  anfwer  is 
obvious  j  they  offered  no  llipulations 
cither  on  behalf  ot  the  public  or  them- 
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felves ;  and  if  they  had,  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  to  take  the  very  terms 
which  had  been  lo  refufed;  that  would 
have  been  too  lignal  a  proof  of  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  s  power  ;  but  as  they  were 
known  to  be  mere  worldly  men,  and 
would  never  go  againdr  their  interedr, 
it  was  taken  for  granted  they  would  adt 
with  lefs  hoftility  towards  the  Favourite, 
than  any  other  fet  of  men  whatever. 
And  has  not  the  fadt  proved  the  fuppo- 
lition  to  have  been  rightly  founded  ? 
Have  they  dared  to  difmifs  his  friends  ? 
On  the  contrary,  is  he  not  drill  in  the 
meridian  of  his  power?  And  does  not 
his  influence  continue  in  as  full  and  am¬ 
ple  a  manner  as  at  any  other  period  lince 
his  acceflion  to  power  ?  And  has  it  not 
rbeen  exerted,  with  as  many  indignities 
to  the  prefent  adminiflrration,  as  ever  it 
was  to  the  laft  ?  And  have  they  either 
courage  or  virtue  to  oppofe  him?  We 
daily  fee  they  have  not.  They  are  appear* 
ances  only  which,  for  certain  reafons, 
have  been  changed;  realities  continue, 
and  are  meant  dill  to  continue. 

finis. 
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errata. 

Page  182,  line  1  j,  for  above  all,  read,  Some  of  them 
offend  to  add.  Page  279,  firft  line,  for  118,  read, 
218.  Page  323,  line9  and  10,  dele  thefe  words,  whom 
he  confined  to  his  bed. 
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